《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments - Ezekiel》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL.
EZEKIEL, a name equivalent to the strength or fortitude of God, was son of Buzi, a name of respect, and of the priestly line. For learning and genius, elevation of thought and beauty of figures, he has often been compared to Homer. He was carried away with Jeconiah, in the fifth year of that prince, about two years after Daniel and other illustrious men had been removed to Babylon, leaving the devoted city without any ruler of probity and honour. Jeremiah 5:1. His commission and call to the high and holy charge of a prophet was by the appearance of Messiah, riding in his ancient chariot, for it pleased the Lord to support his people by repeating the former indications of his presence. Psalms 68:17. The luminous characters of Ezekiel’s prophecies shine out in explicit declarations of the burning of Jerusalem and its temple, for the wickedness of the people; the bloody and victorious wars of the Chaldeans against Tyre and Egypt, and all the southern nations. At the same time he cheered his fellow exiles by assurances of a return, in his parable of the dry bones. Above all, he foretold the establishment of the new covenant, the conversion of the gentiles, and the glory of the new-testament church, under the figure of a new temple, in magnitude and glory surpassing credibility. For though the Jews may yet have a material temple in Jerusalem and sacrifices, it can never be more than a faint figure of better things to come. Other illustrious traits of his ministry will occur in the work. After running a course of twenty, or as others say, of twenty two years, we lose sight of his exit in the regions of captivity. One says that he died in the course of nature, another that he was put to death by his prince, for preaching against the idols of the captives. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-28
Ezekiel 1:1. In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, and fifth day of the month. The Jews were accustomed to reckon time from great and auspicious events, as the call of Abraham, the exodus from Egypt, and the building of the temple. Now, the finding of the long-lost copy of the law of Moses, 2 Kings 22:8, filled the land with joy, and called a great multitude to Jerusalem to celebrate anew the Lord’s passover. This was in the eighteenth year of Josiah, from which only those thirty years can with certainty be collected.

By the river Chebar, which rises in the mountains of Mesopotamia; and running through the middle of that country, disembogues into the Euphrates at the city of Cobar, not far below Carchemesh. Ptolemæ calls it καβωρας, intersecting Mesopotamia.

I saw the visions of God; or as in Ezekiel 1:3, the Word of the Lord came to Ezekiel. The prophet speaks here in the third person. The condescension was great. Messiah in person came to a worm! Similar illustrations appear in Jeremiah 47:1. In like manner, St. Paul also, speaking of his vision, says, I knew a man in Christ Jesus, caught up to the third heaven. 2 Corinthians 12:2. Ezekiel records in all seventeen distinct visions, of which Messiah’s chariot is the first, which formed the grand seal of his call to the prophetic office. The other sixteen are as follow.

2. Commences with chap. 3., to the end of chap. 7., in various visions. 3. Ezekiel 8, 9. 10, 11. comprise visions seen in the sixth year. 4. Ezekiel 12. to the succeeding chapter. 5. Ezekiel 13. seen in the seventh year. 6. Ezekiel 21, 22. 23, 7. Ezekiel 24. seen in the ninth year. 8. Ezekiel 25. concerning other nations. 9. Ezekiel 26. against Tyre. 10. Same subject continued to chap. 28, 11. Ezekiel 29. against Pharaoh and Egypt. 12. Ezekiel 31. the subject continued. 13. Ezekiel 32. the subject continued. 14. Ezekiel 33. the duties of a watchman. 15. Ezekiel 35, 36. against Moab, with comfort to Israel. 16. Ezekiel 37, 38. 39. Israel restored, and Gog destroyed. 17. Ezekiel 40. the new temple seen in the twenty fifth year.

Of Ezekiel’s visions, archbishop Newcome says, and his words are cited by a recent critic with marks of strong approbation, “However numerous the fictions of Ezekiel are, they all appear in magnificent dress, and each in its peculiar splendid one. Lustre shines in him on every side; and if the poet has here and there overloaded his subject with ornaments, we shall be unable to refuse our admiration to his genius, notwithstanding these defects.”—From the words fictions and defects, we may gather, that the primate believed in Ezekiel’s inspiration the same as we believe in the inspiration of Milton, Pope, or Racine the younger, whose beautiful poem sur la religion has been eulogized by Rousseau.

Milton far surpasses the primate in the excellence of his remarks concerning this most glorious discovery of God to the prophet. He regards this vision as the chariot of Messiah, the Son of God, and the Redeemer of Israel, who hurled apostate angels to the dire abyss.

“Nor less on either side tempestuous fell His arrows, from the fourfold-visaged Four Distinct with eyes, and from the living wheels Distinct alike with multitude of eyes; One spirit in them ruled, and every eye Glared lightning, and shot forth pernicious fire Among th’ accursed, that withered all their strength, And of their wonted vigour left them drained, Exhausted, spiritless, afflicted, fallen. Yet half his strength he put not forth, but checked His thunder in mid volley: for he meant Not to destroy, but root them out of heaven.” Paradise Lost, book 6:814.
Ezekiel 1:4. A whirlwind came out of the north. The rabbins have so great a reverence for this vision, that they are afraid to explain it. It is in substance the same as Moses saw. Exodus 25:18. The same as Isaiah saw, chap. 6.; and as St. John saw. Revelation 4:5. The whirlwind out of the north may import the Babylonian army in its approach to Judea, for they made a circuitous route along the Euphrates to avoid the deserts, fit only to be traversed by the Arabs. The cloud and the fire mark the vehicles which God employs, when he is pleased to converse with man. The colour of amber. The Hebrew word chasmal may be understood of a vivid colour, as the centre of the fire. But as amber retains its colour, and is more fragrant in a state of friction, it may denote the divine excellence which subsisted in many of the captive Jews.—The living creatures, literally animal creatures, import the ministry of holy angels, who continually surround the throne of God. In Ezekiel 10:15-20, the animals are called cherubim; and it is plain that their bodies resembled those of men, and were erect. The man may denote their wisdom and purity, the eagle their piercing sight, the ox their strength, and the lion unconquerable courage.

Ezekiel 1:5. Out of the midst of the cloud of Messiah’s chariot, when he rode on the wings of the wind; notes of which will be found on Deuteronomy 33:26.—Four living creatures, designating the cherubim seen by Isaiah, chap. 6.; and more fully illustrated by St. John. Revelation 4. The whole vision therefore exhibits Christ reigning over angels and saints in his kingdom, and glorious in the midst of his church. Such likewise are the visions in Revelation 5, 8, 9.

Ezekiel 1:7. Their feet were straight feet. The feet of a bull, seen in the vision, are firm and strong, and may therefore denote the stability of the love, the covenant, and righteousness of Him who is the rock and strength of our salvation. Their feet sparkled with corruscations, like pots of brass when by an intense heat they boil in the furnace. Metals in a state of fusion, as in the blast furnaces of iron, are too vivid for the eye to contemplate without injury to the sight, as when we look intensely at the sun. This fire designates the presence of the seraphim, a name equivalent to burning ones.

Ezekiel 1:8. They had the hands of a man under their wings. Likewise, as in Ezekiel 1:26, the figure of a man was above the chariot of glory. This is the continuous designation of the incarnate glory of Christ, the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. He rides above the chariot, which moves at his command; he extends his arm of power under every wing, for Christ is all and in all, everliving and glorious in his sanctuary. In him the church rides triumphantly over all her foes; she mounts up with wings as eagles, and leaves the world and sin behind.

Ezekiel 1:10. They four had the face of a man; for man, in regard of his spirit, is allied to angels. Poole, in a table on this verse, places the man to the south, the ox to the east, the eagle to the north, and the lion to the west. Then transposing their position, he places the lion to the south, &c.

Ezekiel 1:13. Their appearance was like burning coals of fire. The Deity veiled himself in a sheet of devouring fire on Sinai. Elisha saw the mountains of Samaria full of horses of fire, and chariots of fire. In a similar manner were the heads of the holy apostles crowned with the spires of a celestial flame. Acts 2:3-4. What then has the church to fear? The God of our salvation is a consuming fire.

Ezekiel 1:14. The living creatures ran and returned, with a velocity like the electric fluid: ever living, ever active, ever watchful, ever devout. They sit not as statues, like the wooden protectors of cities and temples. They have no fixed abode, but where their aid is most wanted, thither they fly; and while the church dwells in tents, the seraphim surround the camp. Psalms 34:7.

Ezekiel 1:15. One wheel upon the earth. There were four wheels, yet only one touched the earth. Hence, we may gather, that angels are concerned in the humblest affairs of human life, where all things revolve in changes from adversity to prosperity, and from prosperity to adversity.

Ezekiel 1:18. Their rings—were dreadful. The Hebrew, the Chaldaic, and the LXX read “backs” for rings, which best agrees with Ezekiel 10:12, and with Revelation 4:6, where it is said that the four beasts were full of eyes before and behind. A body so full of eyes, says Dr. Wall, seems to denote the society of angels and men. Lapide thinks that the beauty of those eyes might be represented by the peacock’s tail; but he spins out figures much too far. The eyes denote, no doubt, the divine omniscience.

Ezekiel 1:22. The likeness of the firmament upon the heads—was as the colour of the terrible crystal. Jerome reads, crystalli horribilis; natural enough for a man of Milan, who had seen the glaciers of mount Blanc, and the constant rainbows which appear on the sunny side in the droppings of the melted ice; a sublime sight to the traveller. The Chaldaic reads, the strong or the very luminous crystal. The glory is like that which Moses saw. Exodus 24:10.

Ezekiel 1:24. The noise of their wings, as they went or flew, for both these motions are ascribed to them, was like the noise of great waters. The strake of their wings was so dreadful that it shook the heavens, and made the earth tremble. The great voice also which Israel heard at the giving of the law, appalled their hearts with fear; and the voice of the Son of man which John heard in Patmos, was like the sound of many waters. Revelation 1:13; Revelation 1:15.

Ezekiel 1:26. Above the firmament—was the likeness of a throne. In like manner Moses beheld the divine glory on the mount, and Isaiah saw the Messiah sitting on his throne. This was a prelude or intimation of our Saviour’s incarnation, for the divine nature cannot be conceived to sit upon a throne; and it marks farther, that he is a God of justice presiding over the nations of the earth.

Ezekiel 1:27. I saw as the colour of amber. See Ezekiel 1:4. This amber was the colour assumed by the Word of the Lord, when he appeared to the prophet at the time the elders of Judah sat before him: Ezekiel 8:2. Jerome leaves the Hebrew chasmal untranslated. It is both here and in Ezekiel 8:2, associated with fire, and might designate the peculiar appearance of burning coals.

Ezekiel 1:28. The appearance of the bow—in the day of rain. This emblem of the divine presence, often mentioned in scripture, is to man a happy token that God is mindful of his covenant. See on Genesis 9:13. It was to Ezekiel a sure pledge that Israel should once more receive the former and the latter rain.

REFLECTIONS.
In this most consoling but sanctifying vision, we see that the holy prophets were purely passive in the call to their high mission. The character of a prophet was high, his work arduous and difficult, requiring an extraordinary degree of grace to bear the honours and sustain the persecutions attached to the office. Hence God exercised his sovereignty in the selection of his servants.

The care of providence over the church is unceasing. When the Lord’s people go into captivity or affliction, he will be with them there for their support and high defence. No man shall afflict them without permission, and then only by weight and measure.

This cloud of glory, the vehicle of the supreme Being when conversing with men, marks farther by its moving position that the true church sojourns on earth, and has no permanent habitation here. It is not in Jerusalem, nor in Samaria, nor in any particular place that men shall worship the Father. He is a Spirit, and they that worship him must do it in spirit and in truth. The peculiar sanctity of tombs and temples is a human error. God prefers the heart of the contrite to any house that man can build.

The cloud moving in a right line from north to south, and the way the human face looked, shows that how crooked soever the ways of man may be, the Lord’s way is perfect. He proceeds with his administration, and turns not aside for the winding of vallies or the elevation of hills. The saints have only to follow in a pious and teachable temper, and the Lord will surely turn their captivity and lead them as his Israel to his holy hill.

The movements of providence are complicated. As in a watch, so in the chariot of the Lord, there was a wheel within a wheel. The great builder of heaven and earth has his plan before him; but he conceals it from angels and men till the proper time. In his work he employs all in heaven and all on earth, the multitude of the wicked and the righteous few. The Assyrian wheel rolled in the bloody career of conquest; but the Lord holding the reins of his chariot, suffered him only to crush Samaria, and took off his wheels before Jerusalem. In like manner the wheel of Babylon rolled Judah into captivity, but the wheel of Persia set them free. Thus in ten thousand cases, God, taking the wicked by their passions, one while permits them to chastise, and another while to defend his people, while all the time they are solely seeking to gratify the pride, avarice and ambition of their own hearts. Oh the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-10
Ezekiel 2:1. Son of man. Here the Messiah, speaking from the throne of glory, gives his servant a humble title, but a title which he himself assumed after his incarnation, being meek and lowly in heart. This title reminded Ezekiel that though he saw the divine glory, communed with his Maker, and stood before angels, yet he was but a frail mortal. Thus St. Paul, after a sight of the same glory in the third heaven, had to labour under the thorn of infirmity. But the appellation was attended with honour. Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I will speak to thee.
Ezekiel 2:2. The Spirit entered into me. I was revived by his voice. I was renovated by his presence, and inspired to preach and to prophesy. I stood up upon my feet, ready and willing to do all the work of the Lord.

Ezekiel 2:3. I send thee to the children of Israel, the scattered wanderers of the twelve tribes, rebellious of old, and now rebellious still. Ministers must know the character of the people they address, and like physicians who consult on the critical case of a patient, they must study and devise the best means of reclaiming and converting their souls. The question should often be put, Can these dry bones live?

Ezekiel 2:6. Son of man, be not afraid of them. In reading ancient history we are astonished at the courage of certain ambassadors, addressing hostile princes at the head of invading armies. And if they were so bold, (and if otherwise, both their own sovereigns and the enemies they addressed would have despised them) how bold should ministers be who have the omnipotent arm for their defence? Yet we must be prudent, like our divine Master, who said to the woman of Samaria, “go call thy husband.” Harsh language is the last resource, as it was with our Lord. Matthew 23.

Thou dost dwell among scorpions, a creeping insect of brown colour, having a sting in its tail, and proper as a metaphor to designate the race that sought Jeremiah’s life, and despised Ezekiel’s ministry.

Ezekiel 2:9-10. Lo, a roll of a book—written within and without. Isaiah 34:4. Vellum being scarce was used with care; the manuscripts were neatly rolled, and the finer copies were rolled on a staff. The Egyptians, the Chaldeans, and the Hebrews read from the right to the left. We, on the contrary, like the Greeks, read from the left to the right. The Jew held the staff, or the soft scroll in his left hand; and as he read, coiled it up in his right hand. Of course some inconvenience attended it, when the manuscript was written on both sides. But such indeed was the roll handed to Ezekiel. The heart of the apostate Jews was full of sin, and all their life one continuous revolt. The punishments superinduced by these revolts were lamentations for the country they had lost, mournings for their slaughtered relations, and woes yet to come.

REFLECTIONS.
The Messiah having awed and sanctified the prophet by a sight of his glory, now graciously raised him from the earth, by an absolute assurance that his mission was from heaven. God gives extraordinary support and comfort to men when they have extraordinary work to do. Ezekiel had now to go among thorns and briers, and to prophesy in the midst of scorpions.

Judgments not sanctified by humiliation, render men more hardened and atrocious. So it was partly with the jews in captivity, and more so with the jews left in Judea; for Ezekiel’s mission bears obvious marks of being addressed, probably by letter, to the people in Jerusalem, as well as to the people in captivity. These were still rebellious men, impudent and hardened, and like briers and scorpions when disturbed by the faithful ministry of a prophet.

The mercy of God is unspeakable, inasmuch as he did not destroy them at once, but continued his ministry among them, whether they would hear or forbear. Surely this should encourage ministers to preach on, even when there seems no hope. Who can tell but the wild and briery wastes may yet become the garden of the Lord.

By the parchment handed to Ezekiel, written on both sides with lamentations, mourning and woe, we learn that ministers must read their bible, and get well acquainted with the miseries which are coming on the ungodly throng, that they may preach with vehemence, and save the wicked with fear, pulling them out of the fire. The indictment preferred against the sinner is written within and without, full of grievous impeachments. When therefore the sins and punishment of nations are considered, it is not a time for rioting and drunkenness, for crowding theatres, and living solely for dissipation and folly. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-27
Ezekiel 3:3. The roll—was in my mouth as honey. To taste the good word of God is pleasant; but it was bitter in the belly with regard to imprisonment and martyrdom. Revelation 10:9. No matter; the sweetness is ultimately superior to the gall. See Ezekiel 3:25.

Ezekiel 3:9. As an adamant, harder than flint. See on Zechariah 7:12.

Ezekiel 3:12. Blessed be the glory of the Lord from his place. When the ark moved the levites sung, “Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered.”

Psalms 68:1. The seraphim sung eulogies to the Messiah, who is δοξα του θεου, the glory of God, being in himself the fulness of the Deity. Revelation 5:12.

Ezekiel 3:14. So the Spirit lifted me up, and took me away. I went with eager steps, though with bitterness and grief, to give battle to the errors, to the contumacious temper and habit which had borne away the captives. Never surely was soil less favourable to agriculture.

Ezekiel 3:15. I came to them of the captivity at Tel-abib, a compound name; tell or tail, a heap, and abib, spices, fruits, corn, &c. It was a country of Mesopotamia, through which the Chebar flowed. And remained there astonished among them seven days. Joseph mourned seven days for Jacob. Job’s friends also sat thus astonished for seven days. The custom is mentioned in the Apocrypha. Sirach 22:13. It imported the highest expression of grief, and gave the prophet time to be acquainted with their life and manners.

Ezekiel 3:17. I have made thee a watchman to the house of Israel. Many brigades have been cut off, and many cities surprised, where the watchman has been asleep. Concerning the punishment of the watchman, there was no variation of opinion; he must die. The watchman on the tower of Jezreel gave timely notice of the approach of Jehu; but the court, instead of flying to arms, sent to know whether it were peace or war. They perished by infatuation, in not obeying the watchman’s voice. But spiritual watchmen have the charge of souls, as well as that of nations. What a dread responsibility, while the youthful and the gay are slumbering on the lap of pleasure, the merchants and manufacturers in full pursuit of gain, the conscience of the more enlightened soothed with scepticism and seared with crime. Nay, worse, the watchmen themselves are largely identified with the slumbering crowd. Then let those that are awake cry aloud, and spare not. Isaiah 62:1.

Ezekiel 3:27. But when I speak with thee I will open thy mouth. There are times and seasons when God in a special manner opens the mouths of his ministers to pray and preach, and to make exertions even beyond the powers of nature. These are the seasons to be improved with redoubled exertions: if once lost, they may never return.

REFLECTIONS.
The Messiah continuing his charge to Ezekiel, bids him to eat the roll; to meditate upon the holy scriptures, and inwardly to digest them as the food and health of his soul. This was sweet as honey gathered from the flowers of paradise to his taste. It was the treasure of divine wisdom enriching his soul; it was the unction of heavenly life communicated to the hidden man of the heart, the joy of carrying a message of mercy to the remnant of Israel in exile. The bitterness of lamentation and woe was not for the prophet to taste, but for those who should reject his ministry.

The word was not only sweet, but the work was comparatively easy. He was not sent to a people of strange tongue as Jonah was, who it is presumed could not speak fluently in the Assyrian language. Let ministers be thankful for indulgence, and banish discontent and murmuring, by the consideration of the hardships to which their brethren have been exposed.

While ministers are active on earth, the angels are active in heaven; they praise God for every fresh discovery of love to man. No sooner did the cloud move than the cherubim gave a shout, and said, Blessed be the glory of the Lord from this place. The mission of a prophet was regarded as great in itself, and productive of good which should remain for ever. They saw a minister commissioned to stay the people from the wickedness of the gentiles, and to preserve a progeny to whom the Lord would unfold all the glory of his covenant in the latter day. May the Lord make us grateful for the ministry: perhaps angels only can properly appreciate its worth.

We have next the high character of Ezekiel’s mission and trust. He was made a military watchman for the safety of the people. Ancient kings could not place implicit reliance on the faith of treaties: they kept watchmen on their towers and frontiers. Jehu was seen afar by the watchmen on the tower of Jezreel. Hence the people pursued their labour by day, and slept at night, trusting their safety from surprise wholly in the watchman’s care. Just so, the man of God spending his life in the study of providence and grace, while the people pursue the duties of life, must watch for their safety. Where he sees vice reign he must blow the trumpet, and warn the wicked with a high voice; for as sure as the harvest follows the seed-time, the punishments of heaven will appropriately follow on every sin. The voluptuous man sleeps at ease like the fattened ox on his grassy couch; the miser and oppressor is swelled with the magnitude of his wealth; and he who was both just and righteous in his youth, associates with the enemies of God, boasts of superior wisdom, while forgetful that he was once purged from his old sins. Now, he who does not address these men in a ministry more efficacious than the strong ties and long habits of sin, is in fact but a triflier with their salvation. And in the day of vengeance, when these culprits shall allege that their minister did not tell them all those terrors, then God will require their life, and inflict the same punishment on the watchman as on them. Oh how much better to magnify the ministry, that in the great day we may have a multitude of children to be the crown of our rejoicing. Why should we honour the wicked more than God? What have we to fear while we have the cloud of glory resting on all our assemblies. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-17
Ezekiel 4:1. Son of man, take thee a tile. It is probable that the prophet took a sheet of plastic clay proper for his purpose; for the Hebrew root בנה banah, is generally applied to construction in various kinds of architecture. On this tablet of clay he made a model of Jerusalem, and so well defined that all the jews would know it. Against this city he traced the lines of the besieging army, and against the towers of Jerusalem he built his pugnacula, as the Greek seems to import, little wooden forts. He raised his mounts, and set to work his scorpions, his battering rams, and other engines of war. The ram was powerful against the wall. It was a whole timber with an iron head. Forty men swung it with slings in one hand, and covered themselves with bucklers in the other, and boldly approached the wall amidst a shower of arrows from the besieged. They feared little, except from the slings, which threw down rocks on the assailants. Ezekiel did all this to win souls, that the jews who would not hear his sermons, might at least decypher his figures.

Ezekiel 4:5. Three hundred and ninety days, reckoning a day for a year, as was done in regard of the twelve spies. There are some difficulties in our calculation, which requires the consummate skill of criticism. Vide Poli Synop. From the fourth day of the fourth month, of the fifth year, is four hundred and thirteen days; whereas the prophet lay forty days on his left side for the sin of Israel. These being taken off, there remain three hundred and ninety.—How do the critics account for the loss of the seventeen years from the accession of Jeroboam, who made Israel sin by the calves in Bethel and Dan? Answer, by collating the chronology of the kings of Judah with some of the kings of Israel, where the æra of each may not be distinctly fixed, for the prophetic vision respects both those kingdoms.

Years.
Rehoboam reigned — 17 

Abijah — 3

Asa — 41

Jehoshaphat — 25

Abijam, after the death of his father — 4

These comprise the ninety years — 90

Athaliah reigned — 6

Jehoash — 40

Amaziah — 15

Jeroboam — 2

Till the commencement of king Azariah — 26

Azariah, called Uzziah — 52

Jehoram — 19

Jotham to the 7th of Hezekiah — 9

Hezekiah, after the fall of Samaria — 23

Manasseh — 55

Amon — 2

Josiah — 31

Jehoiakim — 11

Jeconiah, three months Zedekiah to the burning of the city. — 11

Total — 390

The prophet lay on his left side for the expiation of Judah’s sin forty days or years, completing 430 years Total = 430

The last forty days or years is generally reckoned from the rejection of Jeremiah as a prophet, commencing in the thirteenth year of king Josiah; for though in the eighteenth year of his reign the princes at the great passover swore to keep the covenant, they swore with hypocrisy, concealing their idols at home, as stated in Jeremiah 34:18. Thus they are counted. Under Josiah eighteen years, under Jehoiakim eleven years, and under Zedekiah eleven, which gives precisely forty years.

Ezekiel 4:10. Thy meat—twenty shekels a-day, of barley meal, about ten ounces. See the map of Jerusalem.

Ezekiel 4:11. Thou shalt drink also water by measure, the sixth part of a hin, the quantity contained in twelve shells of a hen’s egg. In some sieges more could not be allowed. The daily loaf of our prisoners often weighs eighteen ounces: the prophet’s short allowances designated the severities of the siege. 

REFLECTIONS.
Truly God’s work requires workmen not discouraged by difficulties, nor fainting with hardship and fatigue. Jeremiah had long been prophesying concerning the invasion of the Chaldeans, and seeking to avert the calamity by repentance and by treaty; but the people he addressed were more worthy of the sword than of peace. Now, Ezekiel, inspired by the same spirit, foretels the same event, and by a double sign. He was directed to take a tile, whose frailty would strikingly express the weakness of the Jews, and engrave upon it the siege of Jerusalem in all its terrors. A ministry thus connected with singular tokens conveyed a double force to language. Such was Jeremiah’s constructing a model of the city, hiding his girdle near the Euphrates, his preaching with a yoke on his neck, and offering the Rechabites wine. It interested the curiosity of a nation, and conveyed to the mind unequivocal conviction.

The command to lie three hundred and ninety days on his side to expiate the sins of Israel, and forty for the sins of Judah, with all the severities of his diet, marks the great exactness of providence in weighing the guilt, and measuring the punishment of nations. There are some traces of this custom among the Brahmins of Indostan existing at this time. They often enjoin penitents to sit or stand in a painful posture for a considerable time, and their bodies not unfrequently become distorted by the severities of the discipline.

From the time Ezekiel thus laid upon his side, we learn the awful consequences of breaking covenant with God. Jeroboam’s breach is notorious, and Judah’s was not less so in itself. They never recovered from Manasseh’s abominable idolatries and rites. When Josiah afterwards renewed the covenant, the people secreted their idols where they could. Hence forty years of the most flagrant hypocrisy and crimes stood against them in the book of God.

We may next notice the compassion of God, in shortening the time of the prophet’s affliction as a day to a year. Be encouraged then, oh sinner, in seeking God, and afflicting thy soul for sin. When repentance melts the heart, the Sovereign of heaven and earth can shorten the days of vengeance and anger, by an effusion in thy heart of his forgiving love. Christ in one day bore our iniquity, and in him the Lord is more merciful than man can estimate. Learn also of Ezekiel to abhor the slightest pollution. He suffered not the flesh to shrink at severities, but was afraid of becoming ceremonially unclean. St. Peter was equally afraid to eat of unclean beasts. Acts 10. Happy is the delicate conscience which fears the slightest touch of defilement that would either obstruct its communion with God, or alienate it from the fellowship of saints. This holy fear is the strong fence of pure religion, and the glory of religious men. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-17
Ezekiel 5:1-2. Son of man, take thee a sharp knife—a barber’s razor. Clip thy hair, and shave thy beard. Then divide and subdivide the hair into twenty four parts, and take eight parts, precisely the third, and burn the hair within thy beautiful configuration or model-city. Cut the second portion in pieces, to designate the slaughter of the people by sword and famine. Scatter the third part in the wind, towards Egypt and the southern nations, after whom I will send the sword of the Chaldean, as stated in the latter chapters of Jeremiah.

Ezekiel 5:3-4. Thou shalt also take of the hairs a few in number sewed in the hem of thy toga, and carry them about, and burn the others, to portend the wanderings of the few remaining ten tribes, pursued by incessant calamities.

Ezekiel 5:5. This is Jerusalem. I have set it in the midst of the nations. A city chosen of God, a city favoured above all with the victories of David, with the glorious peace of Solomon, and whose fame reached to the ends of the earth. It was grace that raised Jerusalem to glory; it was sin that covered her with shame. Pale and bloody was the wane of her moon.

Ezekiel 5:7. Because ye multiplied more than the nations. The increase of the Hebrew population was great in Egypt; it was equally so in the time of David, and during the reign of Solomon. Reliance may therefore be placed in the characteristic blessings of the covenant, and all the promises of the everliving and faithful God.

Ezekiel 5:10. The fathers shall eat the sons. This is noted in Jeremiah 19:9, and Lamentations 4:10. The hands of delicate women boiled their sons for meat. St. Jerome states, that the siege under the Romans was more severe than the siege under the Chaldeans. In these awful extremities the words of Moses were fulfilled. Deuteronomy 28:53.

REFLECTIONS.
The Lord is now lenient to christian ministers. We are not building models of sieges, nor baking our bread under hedges with dried dung. We are not lying like the devotees of India in doleful postures of penance. Ours, being halcyon days, let them be days of holiness, and of the most vigorous exertions in the ministry; and the more so, as we do not know how soon a cloud may over-spread our sun. Alas, we do but little for souls, compared with the battles and labours of the Hebrew prophets.

The Israelites, planted in the midst of the nations, and more blessed than they, are reproached as the most ungrateful of the humankind for apostasy. Is not this a voice to Britain? Alas, our auditories are crowded with backsliders. And as a nation, what are our mercies? The finest of countries, ranges of mountains full of mines and streams, of which the manufactories have taken possession, as of a soil congenial to their growth. Of the seas we have the controul, of commerce we take the lead, in colonies we abound. Our bankers and merchants, countless in number, are princes. Our manufacturers keep their equipage, while the poor are pressed, if not severely.

But what are our returns? In what respects is our moral character better than our continental neighbours? We surpass them in pride; in atheism we tread on their heels. In profanations, desecrations of the sabbath, and blasphemy, we excel. Our streets are crowded with harlots; our general character wanes to effeminacy, and to degeneracy in every form.—If Jerusalem, once boasted by the prophets as the glory of the whole earth, was given up to fire and sword, what can the wicked expect! Oh let me run to duty, and like the ancient prophets, obtain a reprieve for our country. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-14
Ezekiel 6:3-4. I will destroy your high places, all the necessaries of idolatry. במות bomoth, βουνοι, thence βωμοι. Your high altars. In Montfaucon’s Antiquities we have various views of heathen altars, all the devices of men. The druids preferred a tabular rock unhewn, supported by three pillars, usually called cromlechs. They had no idols; but the apostate jews had their idols in some adjacent temple or covering.

Ezekiel 6:5. I will scatter your bones round about your altars. It was an ancient custom to bury treasures and trinkets with the dead. This tempted invading armies to desecrate every splendid tomb, as stated in Jeremiah 8:1-2.

Ezekiel 6:11. Stamp with thy foot. A preacher may use proper action at all times, but extravagant action on strong occasions only. Divine truths, conformably to their nature, should call forth the energies both of the body and the mind.

Ezekiel 6:14. And make the land—more desolate than the wilderness towards Diblath, the town adjacent to the terrible desert.

REFLECTIONS.
What a striking apostrophe to mountains and hills smoking profanely with victims, to vallies and rivers where Moloch was more obscurely worshipped, and infants immolated. The high places of altars and the idols are named last as the most detestible; for God hated their crimes, and allowed not of more than one altar, excepting in some cases of extremity. Very soon shall the Assyrian hunters pursue the scattered families of the ten tribes, and those of Judah who succeeded them, and inherited all their crimes.

The holy prophets often describe the evangelical state of the church by the culture of desert lands, and turning them to inviting abodes, surrounded by the most flourishing agriculture; yea, by springs in the desert, and pools in the parched ground. Just the reverse of that is the character of apostasy in religion. The fine gold becomes dim, and the fruitful field a place of briers and thorns. If men will learn wisdom, the volume is open; and the abyss is before the eyes of the incorrigible. Execration often attends the wicked, after their abuse of prosperity in the present world, and even after death. Why should the bones of the epicure and the polluted atheist be respected on earth? They are memorials of their wickedness. And if God sent his hunters on the mountains of Samaria, making desolate the mausoleums, what became of the tenants that were hurried away in the awful habits of apostasy, revolt and crime. How will they meet the fiery Judge, or abide the opening of his books. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-27
Ezekiel 7:2. An end, the end is come upon the four corners of the land. The end is come at once on the whole land of Judea and of Israel. The crown is fallen from the heads of David’s house: they shall no more be regal shepherds of my people, till he come whose right it is to wear the crown.

Ezekiel 7:5. An evil, an only evil, behold is come. The Hebrew reads, an evil, one evil; and a repetition in Hebrew generally denotes the superlative degree, or the consummation of evil.

Ezekiel 7:10. Behold the day, behold it is come. Yes, he adds, the morning rays shoot into all the chambers of the east. The Assyrian camp is breaking ground. They soon will scale the walls of Jerusalem, profane and burn the sanctuary, and spread themselves to all the four corners of the land.— The rod hath blossomed. Though the root of this word is not found in Hebrew, the LXX have “rabdos,” which signifies the sceptre of Nebuchadnezzar, that budded with bitterness, blossomed with slaughter, and ripened into violence in all the four corners of the land.

Ezekiel 7:12. Let not the buyer of your lands rejoice, nor the seller mourn. The richer jews, by taking advantage of their poor neighbours, and by stretching the law, had gained possession of all the family estates, and in such sort, that when the trumpet of jubilee sounded there were no lands to be restored. Well; the vengeance of God shall settle those disputes; both the buyer and the seller that escapes the sword, shall die in captivity.

Ezekiel 7:19. They shall cast their silver in the streets, to appease if possible the bloody ferocity of the soldiers. But the phrase, stumbling-block of their iniquity, denotes household gods of gold and silver, gods now cast as dung into the streets. During our civil wars between the houses of York and Lancaster, and latterly between the king and the parliament, many hid their money, and those who were killed have left no traces to their treasures: yet a few have been found by the plow, and by the masons.

Ezekiel 7:22. They shall pollute my secret… Here is a pause in the Hebrew; the heart of the prophet swelled with grief, and he could not super-add the word which is wanting. What, pollute the Holy of Holies—the throne of Jehovah! What, pollute the sanctuary where a voice was once heard, declaring that the king of Assyria should not come into this place:—”I will defend this city, for David my servant’s sake.” Now, the glory departs.

REFLECTIONS.
Before the Chaldeans had time to invade the holy land, our prophet invades it by his sermons. It is rarely the way of heaven to strike without paternal warnings, and warnings in every form. Long and dark had been the night of apostasy and crime; but the morning of awful justice opened at last, and with the brilliancy of the glittering sword. The preachers of righteousness had long been despised, but now all believe in the ministers of vengeance.

Here is a mirror for the christian world. What are they about, buying land, and building houses; covering the seas with ships, and filling their warehouses with riches. For whom are all these preparations. Is not a recovery from the evils of the fall by genuine conversion, the first duty of man? Do they in the bustle of life forget the reckoning, while hoary time is counting the days, the hours, and the seconds.

Oh earth, earth! Earth hear the word of the Lord: hear this prophet. Neither their gold nor their silver shall save them in the day of visitation. These in the eyes of an offended God are but as the dung in the streets. How terrible are these words of a long-insulted God: “I will bring the worst of the heathen, and they shall possess their houses.” Ah, that is the day when fasts and mournings shall be of no avail. Then, to-day, if you would hear his sweet voice of mercy and love, harden not your hearts by a continuance in sin. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-18
Ezekiel 8:1. As I sat in my house—the hand of the Lord God fell there upon me. The time of this vision of Ezekiel is reckoned from the captivity of Jehoiachin or Jeconiah. It happened probably on the sabbath day, when the heads of houses came to hear him preach. The Messiah, or man, as the LXX read, is in all respects the same as seen in the first chapter.

Ezekiel 8:2. Lo, a likeness, as the appearance of fire. The LXX, ομοιωμα ανδρος the likeness of a man. Christ, says Junius, by whom God represented himself; that is, the eternal Word or Wisdom of God, was always rejoicing in the habitable parts of the earth, and his delights were with the sons of men. See Ezekiel 1:27.

Ezekiel 8:3. He brought me in the visions of God to Jerusalem. This distinguishes the manner in which Ezekiel received the divine communications, from all inferior modes of conveying the divine pleasure. It implies that he was not transported in body, but in mind; that his knowledge was plenary, and altogether superior to the organs of sense.

The image of jealousy, zeal, or emulation. Solomon’s altar was removed by Ahaz to the north side of the house, probably out of contempt. Here the wicked Manasseh set up the image of the grove, that is, the image of Baal: but the word grove, may be rendered Astarte or Venus. 2 Chronicles 23:3. It would seem also that Astarte was intended by the wicked Manasseh as a female divinity to accompany Baal. Here the women prostituted themselves in the open courts of the Lord; and thus by this image of jealousy the servants of Satan rivalled the worship of the Lord, and triumphed over the saints. The good Josiah had removed these abominations; but having again found their way into the temple after his death, no sacrifice could purge the crimes, less efficacious than the blood of the priests, and the deluded people whom the Babylonians slew around the profane altars. See on 2 Chronicles 15:16, Selden.
Ezekiel 8:8-10. Dig now in the wall—and behold the wicked abominations. The hieroglyphics of Egypt were seen on their temples, on their monuments, and on the mausoleums of their ancient kings. Happily, though known to Moses, they are illegible to us. Moses, knowing the abominations contained in those inscriptions, gives the Hebrews the strongest cautions against likening the divinity to birds, beasts, and creeping things. Deuteronomy 4:15. The apostate Israelites are here justly reproached for polluting the Lord’s house with the obscenities of the heathen temples. The like abominations are still found in the idolatrous temples of India.

Ezekiel 8:11. Seventy men. The whole sanhedrim, with Jaazaniah, their chief corrupter in this kind of worship, all engaged in idolatry. They were carried away with a sort of mania for the idols of the heathen. Hence their chambers were adorned with images of every description, and with tablets of gentile mythology. These were in chambers, and preserved as gentile mysteries from the eye and knowledge of the vulgar.

Ezekiel 8:14. Women weeping for Tammuz; the hidden one, or Adonis, according to Theodoret. Pagan fable says he was inconsciously begotten of incestuous connection between Cinyras king of Cyprus, and Myrrha his daughter. Being extremely handsome, he was feigned to be cherished of Venus as her minion. But venturing, contrary to her warning, to hunt the boar in the Idalian grove, he was gaunched by its tusks, and died in the bloom of youth, much lamented by the goddess, and changed into the flower of that name, which is of a bloody colour. Hence the superstitious women mimicked the tears of Venus, whose image then stood in the temple, by weeping on a certain day for Tammuz. The gentiles celebrated the Adonian festival in the month of July, when he was applauded in their songs as having returned from hell. Vide Hierom in loc.
Others contend that Tammuz is the same with Osiris, who taught the Egyptians to plant and sow, to revere the gods, and to form their government under the Pharaohs. He was killed privately by his brother who envied his fame. Isis his wife, at length found his body, and interred it in the isle of Abates. During the funeral solemnities an ox appeared to the people, which they took for Osiris. Hence he was adored by the names of Apis and Serapis, that is an ox. He is thought by historians to be Mizraim, grandson of Noah. Thus the gentiles walked in the imaginations of their own hearts, and worshipped dead men.

Rabbi Maimonides gives another account of the weeping for Tammuz, whom he calls a false prophet. He states from Sabian books, “that having called his sovereign to worship the seven planets, and the twelve signs of the zodiac, he was ignominiously put to death; and adds, that on the night in which he was slain, all the images from the ends of the earth assembled in the palace, which had been erected to the great golden image, the image of the sun, suspended in the air; that the image of the sun descended in the midst of them, weeping and lamenting, the death of Tammuz, and relating the tragic circumstances of his death. This caused a general weeping of all the rest of the images during the whole night; but that on the dawn of day, all the images flew away to their respective temples.”—Dr. Townley: Morè Novochim, p. 164.

Ezekiel 8:15. Thou shalt see greater abominations. The priests, turning their backs on the shekinah in the holy of holies, to scandalous acts of Sabianism, worshipped the rising sun.

Ezekiel 8:16. About five and twenty men—worshipped the sun. The highpriest, and one from each of the twenty four courses of the priests, turning their backs of the temple and the uncreated glory, to worship a created light! Thus both the princes and the priests were totally polluted. Job 1:15.

Ezekiel 8:17. They put the branch to their nose. The extreme brevity of the Hebrew language occasions difficulties. The word morah signifies noise or snuffing, as well as branch. Hence it seems to mean, that when the rulers were rebuked for idolatry, they threw up the nose with disdain. Poole however gives a folio column of criticism on this text. But bishop Newton, and Origen, after Symmachus, confirm what is said above.

REFLECTIONS.
What a portrait is here of gentile superstition, as practised by the apostate jews. Satan, taking advantage of the veneration which the descendants of Noah entertained for the patriarchs, called the sons of the gods, mixed tradition with fiction; and as their fathers claimed kindred with heaven, he made them all the children of Jupiter. Thus a way was made to pay them divine honours after death. Idolatry comprised all that was venerable in antiquity, all that could strike the eye, or move the passions by visible objects, and all that could induce the mind to superstitious devotion by the hopes and fears of a future world. To give the more effect to the horrid forms of their idols, the imaginations of a whole priesthood played off in metamorphosing of human souls into beasts, birds, and creeping reptiles, that every class of men might find a divinity to their own mind, and a devotion adapted to their passions. But why should the Jews, who knew better, be so prone to idolatry? It is replied, partly because of their ignorance and degeneracy, and partly because idolatry was clothed with every, charm which could captivate the depraved passions of men. Hence the harlot had her Venus or Ashtaroth, the drunkard his Bacchus, and every other sinner had a model of his crime in the divinity he adored. This is what Mr. Gibbon calls “the elegant mythology of the Greeks!” Besides, the gentiles had the lead of the jews in the fine arts, which being all mixed with idolatry, powerfully operated on the Hebrews who were “uncircumcised in heart and ear,” just as our travels, novels and reviews, all spiced and larded with infidelity, tend to draw young people to the vices of the age, and to alienate their affections from the religion of their fathers.

The wickedness of man shrouds itself with the veil of ignorance. Hush, hush, said the elders, the Lord seeth not; the Lord hath forsaken the earth. They did not deny the being or providence of God, but alleged that he being happy in the chambers of light, had now left the earth to angels, or the souls of the dead, whom they must now honour, by imitating both their virtues and their crimes. This awful sentiment once fixed in the heart, is that strong delusion which God sends on men, that they all may be damned who obey not the truth, but have pleasure in unrighteousness.

God will make manifest the wickedness of the human heart. While the haughty elders said, the Lord hath forsaken the earth, he descended with eyes of flame, with his cherubim and his prophet, to behold the horrors of their idols, to decypher their mystic tablets, to reveal their mysteries, and to disclose their shame. What a mirror was this vision to reflect the latent wickedness of an apostate nation! And now, oh wicked man, the same Lord descends to disclose the thoughts of thy heart, by the steps of thy conduct, by the searching power of his word, and by the mirror of his glory which shall expose thy thoughts to public view. Oh make haste, and wash thy heart from wickedness, calling on the name of the Lord. Make haste to embrace the religion of Jesus, which has saved the christian world from gentile superstition, lest thou be consumed with a vengeance greater than that which fell on the jews. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-11
Ezekiel 9:2. Behold, six men came from the way of the higher gate. These were the high and mighty angels of God, who as guardians had charge of the city. The Chaldean army were but the secondary executioners of the divine commission.—One man among them was clothed with linen, like a priest of God. The Chaldaic reads, clothed with a vesture, or full robe. Revelation 1:13. A robe that reached down to his feet, a symbol of the Holy Spirit, who seals the saints of God.

Ezekiel 9:3. The glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub, or mighty angel, to the threshold of the temple, about to depart finally from that polluted place. This is Christ, the Word, the glory of the only-begotten of the Father.

Ezekiel 9:4. Set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh. The Greek bibles read, set a sign. Tacitus says that the ancient Germans acknowledge one supreme God under the name of Thau; and then Thautes, and Theutates. Why seek for other illustrations? Here, as in Revelation 14:1, the servants of God had their Father’s name on their foreheads. There is a striking correspondence between the Gothic, the Persic, and the Hebrew languages. The inscriptions on the obelisk at Heliopolis, as translated by Thomas Young, M. D. F. R. S. in his Egyptian Antiquities, published in 1823, reads as follows. “This Apollonean trophy is consecrated to the honour of king Rameses, crowned with an asp, bearing a diadem. It is consecrated to the honour of the son of Heron, the ornament of his country, beloved by PHTHAH, living ever. It is consecrated to the honour of the revered and beneficent deity RAMESES, great in glory, superior to his enemies; by the decree of an assembly, to the powerful and the flourishing, whose life shall be without end.”

Modern travel has relieved many passages in the sacred writings. Tau, Thau, and Thah are evidently the same, and demonstrate that the name of God, and not the name of an idol, was in vision written on the foreheads of the pious Hebrews.

Ezekiel 9:7. Defile the house. The Chaldeans executed this command to the letter, as is noted in 2 Chronicles 36:17. As Jehu did in the temple of Samaria, so they did in the temple of Jerusalem, they spared neither virgin, nor age, nor sucking child.

Ezekiel 9:8. Ah, Lord God, wilt thou destroy all the residue of Israel? This prayer was extorted from the prophet when he saw the seventy elders fall in the holy place; when the twenty five Sabian idolaters found no pity from the sun, and the weeping women, weeping for themselves, and crying in vain for mercy.

REFLECTIONS.
The Lord having viewed the apostasy of his people, arrayed himself with flames of vengeance, and could no longer refrain from blood. He cried with a loud voice to the guardian angels, and in them to the general of Nebuchadnezzar, that they should approach his presence. And who would not tremble at his voice, seeing he is rich in resources to make his enemies fall at his feet?

Before the Lord destroys the incorrigible he seals his saints. The Lord’s eyes are over the righteous, and he numbers the hairs of their head. He will not destroy the righteous with the wicked, unless in some special cases, that all may watch; for a Josiah may err, and a Jonathan may fall in battle. The general rule is however true, that the Lord preserves good men. Before the Romans burnt Jerusalem, the jews by extremity of persecution had repeatedly scattered the saints, and the rest fled beyond Jordan. Now also Jeremiah, Baruch, and Ebedmelech, who had risked their lives for the truth, wonderfully escaped. Let us learn to confide in the divine care, for the wicked cannot harm without permission, and then no matter by what dart we die, for our work is done.

When God destroys the wicked he begins at his sanctuary, because sins committed by rulers and priests are the most aggravated; and if God were to strike sinners more distant from the sanctuary first, they would reproach the divine justice. Hence he defiled the house with blood, because it was incurably defiled with crimes. Thus when the jews dispersed the christian flock to distant provinces, St. Peter assures them that judgment had first begun at the house of God. Thus in the French revolution, the calamity fell severely on the clergy, and it soon followed on the ruling factions, in alternate massacre, and in the various forms of war.

To weep and mourn for the wickedness of the city and nation where we live is a striking mark of grace, and highly pleasing to God, as is illustrated in Psalms 119:136. Our Lord himself, who wept for sinners, reads the heart of his weeping saints, and watches over their safety that they may rejoice for ever.

When God has houses for his wheat, he will burn up the chaff. Slay utterly, said he, both old and young, as is exemplified in the last chapter of the second book of Chronicles; but come not near the man on whom is the mark. The righteous were hid in their chambers, for they believed the word of the Lord, and they ascribed their safety to his wisdom and mercy. See on Acts 8:4. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-22
Ezekiel 10:1. Behold, in the firmament—there appeared as it were a sapphire stone, as the appearance of a throne. This is the vision that was seen by the river Chebar, but now the vision opens in the temple. Messiah on his throne passing the final sentence on the polluted sanctuary, in which his holiness disdained to dwell. The throne seated on the dense blue of the sapphire gem, named last in Ezekiel 1:26, is here put the first, the hour of judgment being at hand: his characters are sombrous and dark.

Ezekiel 10:2. He spake to the man, the cherub clothed with linen, the spotless minister of justice. Though the hallowed emblems in the sanctuary were but figures on earth, they are all realities in heaven. This celestial minister went in between the wheels and brought a handful of burning coals and scattered them over the city, which designated the burning of Jerusalem, whose gods were numerous as its streets. These coals, if we may follow the language of the psalms, like the coals of juniper-wood, hard and hot, were portentous of the fiery indignation of the Lord. Psalms 120:4; Psalms 140:10. And who could penetrate the centre of the glory but the Holy Spirit, the Spirit that lived in all this living vision?

Ezekiel 10:4. Then the glory of the Lord went up— and the court was full of the brightness of the Lord’s glory. Like Ezekiel, these things Isaiah spake when he saw his glory. John 12:41. Allow me on this head to translate literally the words of Cocceius. “The cloud which is the glory of the Lord descending on the throne, signifies the dwelling of God with his people in humble figure. “But what is understood by the splendour of the glory of Jehovah filling the court? It is the WORD dwelling with men, who saw his glory [when made flesh] as the glory of the only-begotten of the Father, shining in all Israel. For though all the Israelites did not know the glory of Jehovah, or the glory of the Lord, yet they heard his words, they attested his works, they saw his sufferings, which were radiances of the glory of God; for by these the faithful who dwell in the Word of God, (the name of promise) abide in him, and know him to be the Son of the living God.” 

Ezekiel 10:8. The form of a man’s hand under their wings. To this hand all power is given both in heaven and earth; it is the arm by which he rules the nations, and chastises his enemies with a rod of iron.

Ezekiel 10:13. Oh wheel. So Montanus reads, whom our bible mostly follows. But others read, gelgel, oh orb, oh world, oh chariot, or oh sphere. The cherub is here called gelgel, and he commands I know not what, as roll on, act, do this or that; bids every creature hearken to the voice of God. Poole’s Synopsis. The cry, oh wheel, obviously signifies, to proceed in the execution of God’s pleasure, and accomplish the designations of providence.

Ezekiel 10:14. Every one had four faces. Some of the christian fathers trifle here, by a reference to the four evangelists. They give the man to Matthew, the lion to Mark, the ox to Luke, and the eagle to John. Let us say rather with David, the chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels. The calf is placed first of the four. See on Exodus 32:4.

Ezekiel 10:20. This is the living creature that I saw under the God of Israel, by the river of Chebar. Here is a distinction between the golden cherubim of the temple, which neither lived nor moved, and the vision which the prophet now saw. The Lord dwells in the midst of the living creatures, or armies of heaven, and delights also to dwell with men on the earth. The same Divinity which appeared once, appears the second time to console the prophet, and to assure the church of the living presence of his Glory. The Triune God is everywhere at hand.

REFLECTIONS.
What a vision! The everliving, the terrific vision of Jehovah’s presence in the church. This is the glorious high throne, which has been the place of our sanctuary from the beginning. Isaiah saw the atoning altar there, that sinners might approach: Isaiah 6:5. This is the throne whence are issued all the commissions of prophets, and all the commands to chastise or to destroy incorrigible sinners. Before this throne the angels raise their songs, and make the temple shake by the strake of their wings.

The grandeur of his throne is distinguished by his guards. He who fixed his throne in the chariot of glory and flame, had all the angels of heaven at his command. He bids those who had charge over Jerusalem draw near, and they all approach to await his pleasure. Let us therefore implicitly submit to providence, as the counsel of God must be for the best and wisest end. An enemy can do nothing against a nation till his commission is first signed in heaven. The Lord commanded the man clothed in linen, chap. 9., to take coals of fire from the altar of his presence, and scatter them over the city, as an omen of his vengeance about to fall upon them by the enemy. Let us regard all the flashes of conscience, and all the terrors of a broken law, as indicative of the punishment about to follow, and let us with a penitent heart take refuge in him who is a hiding place, and who repents of slumbering evils, and turns away from his fierce wrath. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-25
Ezekiel 11:2. These are the men that devise mischief, and give wicked counsel in this city. These twenty five men, with two princes at their head, Jaazaniah and Pelatiah, were the infidel club of the temple. They determined on having Jeremiah’s life with a storm of violence. They thwarted all his ministry, they advised the king to break the fealty he had sworn to the king of Babylon, they brought destruction upon their country, and then upon themselves.

Where shall we find their fellows in the present age, but in the illuminati of Europe; in L’ Academie Françoise, to whom Voltaire and Diderot are the two Hebrew culprits. Where shall we find their successors, but in the socinian, alias, the unitarian clubs of our seats of letters; of whom John Berridge writes, “I withdrew myself from them, because I found that lowering the Son was lowering the Father—I had almost given over prayer.” Where shall we find their equals in dignity, but in the learned and new translators of the prophets, and of the christian scriptures, in whose notes we find no trace of the preëxistence of Christ, or of the ομοουσιον Hòmoóusion faith, that the Son is one substance with the Father?

Ezekiel 11:3. This city is the caldron, and we are the flesh. The infidels spoke these words in contempt of Jeremiah, who had used the phrase in Jeremiah 1:13. They also showed their infidelity by building houses, as in the most flourishing times. Caldrons were long boilers, used at the foot of mount Olivet and other places, to cook the peace-offerings of the temple.

Ezekiel 11:11. This city shall not be your caldron— I will judge you in the border of Israel. Nebuchadnezzar judged the rebels at Riblah in the land of Hamath, where he put sixty six to death. He then slew Zedekiah’s children, all young, and put out the father’s eyes. These predictions, all lumuinous and tragic, were revealed to Ezekiel to support the faith of the exiles.

Ezekiel 11:13. It came to pass when I prophesied, that Pelatiah died. So also Hananiel died. Jeremiah 28. Such was likewise the case in the new- testament church. Acts 5:5. There is a sin unto death. These are punishments which the great Judge keeps in his own hands. Because of the schisms and gnostic desecrations at Corinth, some slept, and others were sickly. What can mortals say? God standeth in the congregation of the righteous, the Judge of quick and dead.

Ezekiel 11:16. Yet will I be to them as a little sanctuary in the countries where they shall come. The wicked in Jerusalem gladly occupied the lands of former captives, in hopes that they would never return; they bade them go far enough from the Lord. Such is the heart, the unregenerate heart of man. Now, on the contrary, the Lord, more compassionate than man, says, I will spread my wing over them. I will be to them as a little sanctuary, and I will renew my covenant with them, in all its promises and grace.

This text was much used by the French protestants in exile, whenever they opened a little temple, as in London, Bristol, Cork; in Holland and other countries. Here they grew rich, and prospered, and rewarded England with the silk trade.

Ezekiel 11:23. The glory of the Lord went up from the midst of the city, and stood upon the mountain. The critics all say mount Olivet, which is on the east; and so the Chaldaic reads. As our Saviour, passing the foot of mount Olivet, wept over Jerusalem, so the glory seemed to leave the once holy but now polluted sanctuary with reluctance. Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem, oh that thou hadst known, at least in this thy day, the things that belong to thy peace.

REFLECTIONS.
When impious men sway the secular and religious affairs of a nation, it may be reckoned among the last of their calamities. Jaazaniah and Pelatiah, noble by birth, high in office, and infidel in principle, devoted their extraordinary talents to misguide the rulers, and to despise religion. They mocked at Jeremiah’s words in calling the city a caldron, and said in derision, it is not near; let us build houses, and prepare to live; yet the city was not the pot to them, for about seventy rulers were slain at Riblah. Note reader, and note it well, that this is the usual spirit which goes before destruction. God sends strong delusion on the men who artfully obey not the truth.

They destroy a multitude of souls besides their own. These two princes led their sovereign to rebellion against the conqueror of Asia, when there was no prospect of national defence; yet they retained the fame of wisdom! They filled Jerusalem with infants slain to Moloch, with good men unjustly condemned at their tribunals, and with men massacred who wished Zedekiah to adhere to his league with Nebuchadnezzar. What do ministers, consummately hardened, care for the life of man?

Vengeance sometimes falls from the Lord on one sinner, that all may fear. While Ezekiel saw Jerusalem in the visions of God, he saw Pelatiah die suddenly; for the church has sometimes prayed against an oppressor, and then his case is awful in the extreme. But Ezekiel was permitted to see him die, that the elders of the captivity, being possessed of the knowledge of the prince’s death by prophecy, and finding it confirmed by letters, they might revere Ezekiel as inspired of God, and patiently wait in the district of Chebar till Jerusalem drank the cup; and not destroy themselves by insurrection—an ill-advised effort to regain their devoted country. Thus divine providence, by making one wicked man a fearful example, conveys manifold comfort to the church, and instruction to the world.

God farther endeavours to reconcile Jeconiah’s people to their captivity by promising to build them a little Zion, and to give them every promise of the new covenant; for inspired men in comforting the righteous did always slide into the Messiah’s times. They had been sorely divided in sentiment; but henceforth he would give them one mind and one heart joined to himself, and they should no more be divided between him and idols. He would give them a new and regenerate spirit or temper of mind, which should lead them to love him with all the powers of the soul and affections of the heart, as illustrated more largely in the thirty sixth chapter. But here we should carefully notice that these promises were very imperfectly fulfilled on the return of the jews from the Babylonian captivity, as appears from the corrupt state of religion in Malachi’s time; and they were fulfilled only to a small number in the primitive church; the great completion is consequently reserved for the glory of the latter day. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-28
Ezekiel 12:3. Son of man, prepare thee stuff for removing. Bring out thy goods ready packed up, and place the baggage before thy door. As the captives on the Chebar would neither see nor hear the predictions of the burning of Jerusalem, but constantly kept their hearts on a return to their habitations, the prophet must address them by signs, and thus excite the attention of the people.

Ezekiel 12:4. At even. The evening and the morning are usual times of travelling in all hot countries; nature asks the shade during the heat at noon.

Ezekiel 12:5. Dig through the wall in their sight, and carry out other effects, favoured with the shades of night. This was done to designate a sally port in the walls of Jerusalem, and made so as not to be observed by the besieging army. Thus the court fled, leaving the people behind for slaughter.

Ezekiel 12:12. The prince shall bear upon his shoulder. He does not mention Zedekiah by name; we must respect the glory of the diadem; but this refers to his shameful flight to the plains of Jericho with his guards, and to the king’s retreat among the thorns or coverts on the western shores of the Jordan, as described in Jeremiah 12:5. The Lord knew what Zedekiah would do, therefore he revealed it to the prophet.

Ezekiel 12:13. My net also will I spread upon him, and he shall be taken in my snare. The accomplishment of these words is recorded in Jeremiah 39. The net refers to the arts of the Chaldean hunters in catching captives. When heaven pursues, it is in vain to fly. Ancient nets were of various kinds, some for birds, and others for game. Strong ones were also used for entangling wild beasts. These, Virgil calls, retia rara, Æneid 4:131, used for entangling boars and other beasts of the chace. In book 10:714, he gives a fine view of an enraged boar, pausing and roaring before one of those nets, while the hunters, keeping a respectful distance, pierced him with their darts; but he fearlessly sustained the attacks on every side, and gnashing his tusks, shook the spears from his back.

Ille autem impavidus partes cunctatur in omnes, Dentibus infrendens, et tergo decutit hastas. 

Ezekiel 12:18. Eat thy bread with quaking, and drink thy water with trembling. This refers to allowances during the siege of Jerusalem, and likewise to the trembling and shaking of groups of captives, all but in a state of nudity, going to Babylon. What a reverse between the luxuries of a city, and the privations of a doleful journey.

REFLECTIONS.
The Lord, who still had compassion for Israel, would not let his prophets rest. Vision succeeded vision, one severity of labour followed another. While Jeremiah was working and fighting in Jerusalem, Ezekiel was preaching by signs to the captivity. He himself was that sign to the people, lying on his sides with pain, baking his bread as an afflicted exile, destitute of graceful hair, and the veneration of the ancient beard. Now, already a bye-word among the people, he must pack up his goods for flight, when going no whither. All this was done that the captives might believe, and cease from the fond hopes of re-seeing Jerusalem.

It is most remarkable, that those two living prophets and faithful witnesses, were at the same time saying the same things, but in such figures of speech and originality of thought as precludes all private correspondence. Proofs divine, that they both spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

But the moral character of the age forms the darkest shade of the portrait. Zedekiah disregarded Jeremiah, speaking from the mouth of the Lord. It was much the same with the priests and the people. On the shores of the Chebar, Ezekiel had some respect paid him as a prophet, but the ever- evasive heart feigned that he prophesied not of calamities near, but of visitations which regarded a distant age, and other times. And what else is it but the same spirit which now blunts the edge of our ministry? The world treats our warnings as morning dreams. The wicked are filling up their measure, yet there is no danger! Our streets are crowded with harlots, yet there is no eye that sees, no ear that listens to the cry of wrong. Our jails are thronged with prisoners, yet there is no oppression, no want of labour! One half of the nation despise devotion, yet there is no God to avenge his sanctuary. Sinners, look to the flames of Jerusalem; and know for certainty that this God will be to you a consuming fire. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-23
Ezekiel 13:3-4. Woe to the foolish prophets—oh Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the deserts. The vineyards in rough and rocky places, like our bramble, produced the most delicious grapes. These foxes spoiled the vineyards, “for our vines have a tender,” a delicious and attractive “grape.” They are idle: they have neither stopped the gaps, nor made a hedge against depredators.

Ezekiel 13:10. One built up a wall; and lo, others daubed it with untempered mortar. The lying prophets played into the hands of one another: they were like dishonest workmen, who engage to build a wall around the garden for a certain price, but daub it with loam instead of lime. When the rainy season comes, and the hurricanes blow, the wall becomes a ruin.

Ezekiel 13:18. Woe to the women that sew pillows to all arm-holes; that make soft beds, sophas and couches, to allure indulgences, and excite desire; that make soft dresses to suit persons of every stature, to make the body effeminate, while the false prophets preach soft doctrines to soothe the conscience. What would Ezekiel have said to our monthly fashions, and French dresses? Our women fail in self-denial. But let not this case be understood as applicable to pious and benevolent women in the christian church, who act in subordination, and help their ministers in the Lord, by exercising hospitality and kindness to the needy and the destitute.

Ezekiel 13:19. Will ye pollute me (my holy name) among my people for handfuls of barley, and for pieces of bread? Very few persons of rank identified themselves with the false prophets, and with the sibyls. If handfuls of barley were their hire, they slew the souls of the people, and brought destruction upon their own, for a paltry pittance.

Ezekiel 13:20. I am against your pillows, wherewith ye there hunt the souls to make them fly. All critics seem dissatisfied with this reading. What connection can there be between effeminate couches, and the hardy exercises of the chace? Tirinus, after the word pulvillis, adds, reticulatis, that is, your nets, or your flatterers and liars, the arts of those Hebrew sibyls to catch flying souls. Calmet prefers nets, as the proper word. Then the reading is harmonized thus. “Behold, I am against your nets, with which you hunt souls, and will tear them from your arms on which you carry them; your smaller nets will I also tear.”

Ezekiel 13:23. Ye shall know that I am the Lord, by the strokes of my justice in delivering you to the sword, who have thwarted the ministry of my true prophets, and destroyed the nation by your imaginations of peace, peace, soothing idolaters in their sins.

REFLECTIONS.
Hard were the battles and daily conflicts of the prophets of the Lord, while the false prophets, for a morsel of barley bread, went with the crowd. They had the people on their side, but the plaudits they received were with some quiverings of conscience, and misgivings of mind. The ear hears the shouts, but the heart feels dissent.

But what were the issues? Jehovah in anger says, they have seen vanity. I have not sent them. Wait then for two or three years, till the Chaldeans form the lines of the siege, till the inhabitants eat their bread by weight, and drink their water by measure, then they will curse those Balaams who came to curse Israel. Unable to support the sarcasms of the enraged citizens concerning augurs of fine harvests, and a superabundance of wine, they will hide their faces in the inner chambers, till outer darkness envelope their souls. Then how will they bear the salutations of Pluto’s dark house? When God breaks down the wall of a false minister, there is real danger lest he himself should be crushed under the ruins.

The popularity of those prophets lay with the wicked. They justified apostasy and crime by the laws of custom; they diminished the terrors which the law excited in the conscience of culprits; and instead of prayers, which bring down a cloud of mercy on an auditory, they excited unhallowed eulogies on themselves, and enflamed the benighted people to persecute and stone the servants of the Lord.—Had it not been for the Lord; had it not been for that voice, Son of man, set thy face against those prophets, God’s true witnesses had utterly been put down. Be then encouraged, christian pastors, for heaven is on your side. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-23
Ezekiel 14:1. Then came certain of the elders of Israel, ex-judges and magistrates in Judea. They were all idolaters, yet they wished to know whether there were any hope of their return to Jerusalem, and of restoration to their lands and their honours. They sat and waited for the Word of the Lord to speak by his prophet.

Ezekiel 14:3. These men have set up their idols in their heart. Viri hi fecerunt ascendere stercora sua in cor suum. These men have caused the dung, or as the Munster version reads, stercoreos Deos suos, the dung of their gods to ascend before me. Delicacy induced our version to omit a part of the text; yet it has not omitted the same offensive word in Malachi 2:3.

Ezekiel 14:14. Noah, Daniel, and Job. God may be so provoked with the sins of a nation, and so determined to destroy them, that he will hear no intercession for them. Even though Noah were to intersede, who was himself delivered because he was righteous, and delivered his children, though they were not all good: or Job, who interseded for his friends, and prevailed. To these Daniel is added, who was now alive, and but a young man. This honour God conferred upon him, as he intended to make him a great blessing to the public, and to animate him in all his services, and comfort him under all his sufferings. The jews at Jerusalem might hear of the growing fame of Daniel, and think that if he had been with them they should have been delivered; but God assures them of the contrary.

Ezekiel 14:15. If I cause noisome beasts to pass through the land, to range abroad unexpectedly; if the lion roar against the shepherds; if the lurking leopard make his leap, and the powerful bear gripe them in his jaws; the holy triumvirate mentioned in the former verse shall not deliver them, for the land shall be waste and desolate. Such is the decision of offended Deity.

REFLECTIONS.
We have before us a striking case which developes the mind of God, and his providential dealings with incorrigible sinners. Elders who despised Ezekiel came to consult him. They sat waiting till the Spirit should move the prophet to speak. Zedekiah also, who imprisoned Jeremiah, came at last to consult him. But were not those elders afraid of offending their idols by coming to ask counsel of the Lord; or had they some doubts or distrust of the idols, ever dumb in the times of extremity.

The elders came for a new revelation, but the prophet preached to them an old sermon, and a very specific one it was. He assured them that God would not receive their worship, perfumed with all the ordures of their uncleanness. No, no; when the wild beasts shall desolate both them and their flocks in the fields; when the sword shall defeat their armies, when the famine, succeeded by the pestilence, shall prey upon the cities,—then no prayers should save them. Even though Job, who shone as a morning star in the ancient church; though Noah, who preached righteousness, and withstood the scoffing of the antediluvian rebels; though Daniel whose virtues, though a captive, raised him to the presidency of Chaldea, stood before me, even as Moses stood in the gap when their fathers danced to the calf, I would turn away my face from their intercessions. I would not hear them for a temple desecrated with idols, and profaned with blood. They should only by their righteousness, which abounds to man through the new covenant, deliver their own souls. Nay, I will add more: I would not hear them for any mitigation of the calamities occasioned by the sword, the pestilence, and the famine. When God becomes inexorable, what shall sinners do?

How vain then is it for man, how obtrusive, how offensive to appear before the Lord in his sins. What, is the adulterer at confession? Is the learned seducer swearing faith to heaven? Is the swindler and the robber at the bar of equity, before he has made restitution? The Lord declares, as with an oath, I will not be enquired of by them. I will answer them according to their διανοηματα, according to all the crafts, twists, turns, and purposes of their deceitful hearts.

Oh my soul, what a dread tribunal is that of the Lord. How shall I appear? Have I repented of all my sins, and brought forth fruits meet for repentance? Have I sought the opposite virtue of every vice, and followed after every habitude of faith and piety? Lord help me, according to the multitude of thy tender mercies! 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-8
REFLECTIONS.—This chapter follows in connection with the preseding, and demonstrates the failure of the various methods of providence to bring the jews back to the covenant of God; and comes to the ultimatum of burning Jerusalem, as the useless wood of the vine. Horace employs the like figure of the useless wood of the figtree, as cited in Isaiah 44:9.

The Israelites had been to God as a choice vine, brought out of Egypt, whose beauties are sung in the eightieth psalm. The men of Judah, surrounding his temple, had been his pleasant plants. The wood of the vine was of little use, except for fuel; its superior excellence was the fruit. So it is with man. What is his nature, what his exit but corruption? The glory of man is the image of God, the loveliness of the christian temper. But if the salt have lost its savour, how can it be restored. It is fit only for the dunghill. The wild berries of the degenerate vine would spoil the whole vintage.

But the touchstone of God’s anger against the jews was, the prevarication of the princes and rulers, when they swore falsely to the Lord in the eighteenth year of king Josiah, at the time of the great passover. This breach of covenant is often named, as in Jeremiah 34:18; and is referred to in Ezekiel 15:8. No wonder that while they swore falsely to Nebuchadnezzar, they should send ambassadors to Pharaoh; and they perished in their perjuries. A covenant is a covenant, and should be kept in virtue and in truth.

What then, oh christian, shall become of thy soul, ever deficient in thy vows? Return to the charge “in the strength of the Lord God.” For if you through the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of the body, you shall live. Be encouraged; for as Herbert, our old poet says,

“You may yet keep the final vow.” 

The sin of the Israelites in leaving the covenant and glory of the Lord, for the worship of Baal, is, in unnumbered places, illustrated by an abandoned woman, who leaves the best of husbands for prostitution. This subject is here worked up to an extended allegory, whose figures are bold and striking.

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-63
Ezekiel 16:3. Thy father was an Amorite, and thy mother a Hittite, a Chittith, a family of immodesty. The Israelites gloried in their descent from the holy patriarchs, heirs of the promises; but their moral descent was from the Chetim. All nations, as the Chaldeans, the Hebrews, and the Goths, boasted of a descent from God. Our Saxon chiefs always trace their genealogy up by a leap to Odin. Poole, after Sanctius, quotes the keen reproaches of queen Dido of Carthage against Æneas, who had been received with the utmost hospitality when a fugitive, and honoured with her hand, but now left her for Italy.

Nec tibi Diva parens, generis nec Dardanus auctor, Perfide, sed duris genuit te cautibus horrens Caucasus, Hyrcanæque admôrunt ubera tigres. Virgil, Æneid. 4:365.
False as thou art, and more than false—forsworn; Not sprung from noble blood, nor goddess born; But hewn from hardened entrails of a rock;— And rough Hyrcanian tigress gave thee suck.
Ezekiel 16:5. No eye pitied thee—thou wast cast out in the open field. Such was the case with the male infants in Egypt; neither god, nor nation lent them any aid.

Ezekiel 16:6. In thine own blood, the midwives having cast out the male infants. Maimonides says, the blood of thy circumcision. But this is merely a turn of delicacy.

Ezekiel 16:8. Thy time was the time of love. When I, juravi te, sware to thee by covenant. When Jehovah thy Maker became thy husband; and when thou by every oath, and by sacrifice, becamest mine. 

Ezekiel 16:10. I clothed thee also with embroidered work. The dress of Judah is here described as that of a queen for coronation, which was correctly true in David and Solomon’s times. Did Baal, her new husband, do the like for her? Ah, no; her gentile lovers made her naked.

Ezekiel 16:12-13. I put a jewel on thy forehead. Hebrew, on thy nose. The blacks in Africa, and in Asia, wear trinkets suspended from their nose. But if the human face be the first beauty of the creation, how can shining ornaments augment its lustre? Thy gems and thy raiment surpassed conception in beauty. Thy princely costume surpassed Pharaoh’s daughter’s regal splendour, and thy highpriest, in his glorious array, was a figure of the glory of Christ.

Ezekiel 16:16. The like things shall not come. Better as the Vulgate reads, should not, and ought not to be done. God will not give his glory to graven images. The splendour of gentile mythology was in every sense the greatest insult to heaven, but doubly so in the jew, who had sworn to keep the covenant of the Lord.

Ezekiel 16:20. Thou hast taken thy sons and thy daughters, which indeed are my children, and hast sacrificed them to Moloch; this is more than giving them thy fine raiment. Are these thy bloody, thine unnatural procedures in thy whoredoms, small affairs?

Ezekiel 16:24. Thou hast also built thee an eminent place, and made a high place in every street. The Hebrew word gab is rendered lapernar by the Vulgate, which follows the LXX and fornicem by Montanus. The abominable forms of the idols, both gods and goddesses, sacred history disdains to name. The brothels contiguous to the altars corresponded with the character of the devotion; every kind of immodesty and abomination was perpetrated there. Hence when the pious kings of Judah demolished the idols and the altars, they demolished at the same time the houses of infamy.

Ezekiel 16:26. Thou hast committed fornication with thy neighbours. Thine altars, thy temples have been the brothels of Egypt, of Tyre, and of Chaldea. Thine illicit apostasies have been wide as the circles of commerce: thou hast even surpassed all those nations.

Ezekiel 16:33. They give gifts to all whores. Whereas thou makest thyself naked, to attract and hire thy lovers. Thy prostitutions are incomparable. Thou takest the lead of all nations in thy depravities, and appearest to regret, that thou canst not make sufficient speed in descending to the caverns of the giants. Job 26:4-5.

Ezekiel 16:35. Wherefore, oh harlot, hear the word of the Lord. The idolatrous church is here brought to the bar, covered with a mantle of shame, and bowed down in silence to hear her doom. She dares not in presence of the Judge to mutter under her—not guilty. Every mouth is stopped there, the accusation being fair and unexaggerated.

Ezekiel 16:37. I will discover thy nakedness to them. Tacitus, on the morals of the Germans, says, that they cut off the hair of an adulteress in presence of her relatives, and exposed her naked body. See. 18, 19. To this primitive punishment, the prophet here alludes, and with the moral design of exposing the crime and baseness of apostasy.

Ezekiel 16:38. I will judge thee, as a woman that breaketh wedlock. I will strip thee of thy regal rank and glory, by bringing armies against thee, who shall stone thee with engines of war, and burn thy cities with fire. So will I make my fury to cease, as a fire becomes extinct when the fuel is consumed.

Ezekiel 16:46. Thine eldest sister is Samaria, foremost in the worship of thy calves. Thy younger sister is Sodom, in point of rank among ancient cities. What a mortifying association. Jerusalem, the holy city, put in the middle, as the greatest peccatress of the three. What awful issues of a course of the most daring crimes, and licentiousness unrestrained. Now, all the three successively in flames, and the smoke ever ascending, as from furnaces of God’s hot displeasure.

Ezekiel 16:53. When I shall bring again the captivity of Sodom and her daughters. By the daughters we understand dependent cities, and their neighbours. This may refer to some descendants of those that escaped, as the LXX read. το καταλοιπον αδαμα, the residue of Admah. But the better sense is, as in Ezekiel 16:60. “Nevertheless I will remember my covenant, the everlasting covenant,” comprising the conversion of the gentile world to God. This must be understood of the new-testament church, when Jerusalem which is above shall become the mother of us all. By this covenant, it is added, “thou shalt know that I am Jehovah.”

Ezekiel 16:63. That thou mayest remember, and be confounded, and never open thy mouth any more because of thy shame. Here is a pacification made in the latter day, but not by Aaron. It is by God’s righteous Servant, who shall sprinkle many nations with his blood. Isaiah 52:15. He also shall teach the philosophy of heaven to the nations, which the kings or professors of worldly sciences had neither heard nor known. In all the bible there is no text so proper as this to touch the heart of backsliders, to remember, as when the prodigal came to himself, and to be confounded with the aboundings of grace to the chief of sinners. It is grace, grace that shall be the song of Zion in the future age. “Oh come, let us sing unto the Lord. Let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation.”

REFLECTIONS.
Can any man, after reading this chapter, and weighing all the brilliant figures which reign through the whole allegory, ever bow the knee or lift up a hand to idols? Here is a portrait of Israel in her full and wanton career of depravity. Here is a mirror for Judah, which asks in strong words, Is this thy face? Is this thy heart?

She, who was most chastely descended from Abraham, whose seed were heirs of the world, had in a moral view the Amorite for a father, and the Hittite for a mother, whose women were notorious for impurity. Rebekah was weary of her life because of the daughters of Heth. Genesis 27:46. Jerusalem had now imbibed the morals and maxims of the seven accursed nations, as much as if they had been adopted and educated by those nations. Let christians in like manner be afraid of the maxims and spirit of a profane world.

Haughty Judah, who scorned the prophets, is reminded of the meanness of her birth. Abraham was a sort of exiled Assyrian, destitute of a friend; and in Egypt the Hebrews were enslaved, and many infants, besides Moses, exposed to perish. Hence the Lord adopted the Israelites from among the nations; he washed them in the sea, and at Sinai, from the pollutions of the heathen; he arrayed them in all the glory of national excellence, and honoured them with a crown of sovereignty over the nations by the victories of David. Yea, all nations revered them because of the Lord, and the glory of his name. We owe the whole of our existence and privileges to divine grace. It was God, who is rich in mercy, for the great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses and sins, who hath raised us up together with Christ, and made us sit together in heavenly places. Israel, a type of the christian church, and married to the Lord by covenant, as much as a princess is married to a king, played the harlot by forsaking his temple, for the worship of idols. She had also hired lovers with the Lord’s money, and fed them with his meat. Backsliding, declension and apostasy in religion are awful steps, and highly insulting to the honour and majesty of God.

The ultimate punishment of Judah, though often threatened and long delayed, corresponded very strikingly with the nature of her sin. She had forsaken the Lord in prosperity; and all her lovers, the neighbouring nations, forsook her in adversity. She had hired lovers; and her enemies hired or engaged for pay as allies those very lovers to fight against her. She had stripped herself of the truth for idols: and now they stripped her literally of clothes, and of every ornament. She had shed abundance of blood, both of infants in worship, and of men by oppression; and now her own blood must be shed to purge out the stains. Retributive justice is clothed with sanctifying characters.

The language in which this haughty city is addressed, is just and mortifying in the extreme. The reference to Sodom was appalling to her pride; and the contrast with her elder sister Samaria, Reuben and Simeon being elder than Judah, was judging her by her own sentence; for she had applauded the justice of God in the fall of the ten tribes. What then is the language which the proud and hardened must expect to hear from the tribunal of heaven. Surely they who reject the glory of Christ will be speechless when he opens his mouth. If pride, idleness, and fulness of bread were the ruin of Sodom, in what do the circles who crowd theatres, throng assembly-rooms, and read novels, differ from those ancient sinners?

The scorn and derision of the nations was another punishment which should follow. As the Hebrew prophets had composed some of their finest satires on the fall of Babylon, of Egypt, of Moab, and Assyria; so should the shame of Judah be published to the gentiles in the songs of their poets. Who then, backslider, shall tell all thy shame, since thou hast forsaken thy God, and associated with his enemies.

This fine allegory, after all its dark and dismal shades, closes with a ray of cheering hope to the remnant who should survive, to whom the Lord would confirm the covenant made in the days of her youth with Abraham and his seed. Here is a delightful transition to the Messiah, and his kingdom, for he is the only source of comfort to an afflicted people. 

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-24
Ezekiel 17:2-3. Put forth a riddle. A parable, or ingenious allegory, that the acumen of the composition may attract attention from the rulers of Judah. This parable is likewise ingeniously explained by sacred criticism. The eagle is the king of Babylon, who is so called, because he was master of other kings, as much as the eagle is king of birds. His greatness marks the extent of his dominions; and the length of his wings, the rapidity of his conquests. Full of feathers, in opposition to eagles that made themselves bald, Micah 1:16; and which indicates the riches, the armies and resources of the empire. The variety of colour in his plumage, marks the gradation of honour, glory and majesty which distinguished his dominion. He came to Lebanon, that is, to Jerusalem, and took the highest branch of the cedar. He took Jeconiah, heir apparent to the throne of Judah, and the princes, the artists, and the guards, and carried them to the Euphrates, and the Chebar. 2 Kings 24:14. And being thus placed in cities of labour and trade, these artists were compelled to serve the king of Babylon, and his haughty lords. But here the good hand of the Lord encreased their number, and made them prosper, as the jews also prospered under Zedekiah while in alliance with the Babylonians.

Ezekiel 17:7. There was also another great eagle. Apries, or as Origen reads, Vaphres, king of Egypt. He had many feathers, but was not full of feathers, as the king of Babylon. And Judah, a vine, not able to bear the weight of an eagle, did bend to him, as her ally and protection, though formerly the Almighty was her shield and defence. The vine did bend towards him to water its roots, as the Egyptians watered their corn fields from the Nile by machines which threw a small stream along the furrows of the wheat.

Ezekiel 17:9. It shall wither in all its leaves, and branches, as in Ezekiel 17:8. This foretels how Zedekiah’s sons should be slain before their father’s eyes, as in Jeremiah 39:6.

Ezekiel 17:19. Mine oath that he hath despised. The Lord’s covenant. Had Zedekiah remembered the injunction to the man that hath sworn to his hurt, and kept his word, he had reigned in Jerusalem, and would have prospered. 

Ezekiel 17:22. I will take of the highest branch. Not Zerubbabel, but Christ, to whom all power is given in heaven and earth. It was constant with the prophets in trouble to fly to Christ. Isaiah 7, 39. 40. Micah 5. See on Daniel 4:14-15.

REFLECTIONS.
We find the character of the conquerors of the earth described by devouring eagles, as in other places by wild beasts; because they destroy and exile the humankind, as those beasts devour and affright the flocks. The men who are cruel in conquest are not contemplated with approbation in the eyes of God or man.

The proneness of Judah to trust in Egypt for help, was at all times reprehended by the prophets; for the Egyptians perished at Carchemesh, and their own country was presently ravaged by the Babylonians. Oh my soul, never leave thou the Lord to trust in an arm of flesh. His counsel and his arm are at all times adequate for thy help.

God sends confusion on men who despise his counsel. Jaazaniah and Pelatiah, mentioned before, opposed the prophets, misguided the king, and ruined their country by most unfounded systems of superstition and politics, Nebuchadnezzar, after the reduction of the revolted jews, had granted them terms extremely lenient. After weakening their power by about twenty thousand men carried to distant provinces, he left Zedekiah in a situation to rise and prosper. But the wicked cannot rest. Hence the house of David and of Judah forfeited for ever the crown and the regal dignity. None of the Asmonean family ever afterwards rose to a rank higher than governor under a foreign power. Hence, though more than two thousand three hundred years are elapsed, the Hebrews have continued the basest of nations. Their condition among the christian powers has often been severe, but among the Hindoos, Dr. Buchanan asserts, it is much more despicable and mean.

The hope of Israel is, after all, in Jesus Christ alone. From among the young twigs God will take a tender one, and plant it in his holy mountain; yea, on the tops of the mountains, as the prophets have often said; and the fowls or gentile nations shall lodge in its branches. So our Saviour has said of the grain of mustard seed. If this be applied to Zerubbabel, it must be in a very limited sense, for very few of the gentiles in his presidency were proselyted to judaism. In Christ however we see a multitude of nations seeking shelter and defence under the shadow of his almighty wings; and happy and secure are they who know the joyful sound. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-32
Ezekiel 18:2. The fathers have eaten sour (unripe) grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge. Chaldaic, the children follow them. This proverb threw the blame on their fathers, on Adam, on the unbelievers in the desert, and on Manasseh, who went to great excesses. Horace rebukes the Romans; no marvel then that the prophets should do the same.

Delicta majorum immeritus lues, Romane.
Ezekiel 18:4. All souls are mine. As the Judge, my hands are clean, my laws are holy, my decisions just. Therefore, the soul that sinneth, it shall die. The man who robs and murders, who eats at Baal’s feasts on the mountains, who seduces and violates his neighbour’s wife, and oppresses the poor; his blood shall be upon him, as in Ezekiel 18:19. And if the judges fail in doing their duty, I will send my anointed servants, the Assyrians, to do it for them with sevenfold vengeance. The LXX read, “either the soul, or the sin shall die.” Aye, God who searches the heart, may extend mercy, as he promises in Ezekiel 18:21; Ezekiel 18:23; but the magistrate cannot; he must have some mercy on the public, and one sacrifice of justice may prevent a thousand crimes.

Ezekiel 18:8. He that hath not given forth upon usury, upon interest for the use of money. When a man lends money to another to buy food and raiment, neither jew nor christian ought to take interest; but when he lends to the bank, or to any trade, our Saviour, in the case of him who hid his talent, has decided that interest may be taken.

Ezekiel 18:19. Yet say ye, Why? Doth not the son bear the iniquity of the father?
Do we not in our captivity suffer for our fathers’ sin? A guilty conscience is willing enough to lay its burden at any man’s door. God repeats the law that no man shall die, except for his own sin. This is heaven’s defence against the second charge.

Ezekiel 18:24. But when the righteous turneth away from his righteousness, as in Ezekiel 18:9. The just or righteous man recedes from the righteousness of God by faith, which is given in Christ Jesus, and all the fruits of righteousness, as love, joy, peace; just the reverse of the robber above mentioned; when he shall turn from his righteousness to all the worship on the mountains, and to all its associate sins, he shall die. His soul being already dead, his blood shall be upon him, as in Ezekiel 18:13. Observe, this is not turning from man’s self-righteousness; the scriptures never blame a man for doing that. By consequence, the death of the soul, as well as the body, are both fully understood.

John Goodwin, B. D., of London, published his Redemption Redeemed, anno 1651. He devotes chap, 12. to this subject. “What more, he asks, can the understanding or conscience of man require for the establishment of truth, than what God himself delivers in this passage, to prove that a just man may decline from righteousness, even unto death. The latter words are very conclusive, Ezekiel 18:26. When a righteous man turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and dieth in them, for his iniquity he shall die, that is the second death, or perish everlastingly. If otherwise, the words have no meaning.”

“That death which God here threatens against the sin of backsliding, is opposed to that life which is promised on repentance, which all confess to be life eternal. When St. Paul says, the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life; is it not apparent, that eternal death is there opposed to eternal life?”

“If it be only a temporal death which God here threatens to men who apostatize, (and commit the four grievous crimes named above) then may not all sinners presume, that they shall die only a temporal death, and also that they shall inherit eternal life? What then becomes of the equity of God; and what effect can our calls to repentance have upon the wicked?” pp. 270, 271.

Ezekiel 18:29. Yet saith the house of Israel, the way of the Lord is not equal. Here is their third objection. It is a hard battle when the vanquished return three times to the charge. God commands an obedience beyond the ability of man. Alas, oh Israel, your ways are unequal. God in his covenant promises to give you pardon, a new heart, a right spirit; therefore grace having done all, it is just that he should say, use the grace which heaven confers. Wash you, make you clean; make you a new heart, and a right spirit. You were martyrs for Baal, but now for the Lord you cannot lift a little finger. Out of thine own mouth will I condemn thee, thou wicked and slothful servant. Oh christian preacher, you little think how your hearers reason against your reproaches for sin, and injustice for what you require. Oh study the heart of man, and trace out the beautiful harmony of grace and will. 

Ezekiel 18:32. I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth. Sanctius thinks that a temporal death is here principally implied; but Augustine contends, and his views are well supported in the new testament, that all the temporal blessings and curses of the law were shadows of spiritual and eternal things to those who so understood; for many of the jews rested in exterior services, while others placed the anchor of their hope in future times.

REFLECTIONS.
It is the glory of the sacred ministry to come to a full issue with discontented and rebellious men, and to propose religion with a fairness which shall gain the judgment, and force the conscience of evasive men. Ezekiel mixed among the people; he heard their low mutterings and complaints, which terminated in a wish to transfer their faults to their fathers’ habits, who had eaten the unripe grapes of idolatrous pleasures, as Jeroboam and Manasseh, and set the children’s teeth on edge. Thus the wicked are ever ready to shelter themselves under high examples, till at length they call good, evil; and evil, good. Yea, till in some oblique way, they charge all their calamities on God himself.

To men who thus grossly erred, and loved to err, the Lord fairly repeats the terms of his covenant. He would not involve in the common calamity, the man who refrained from the feast of demons on the mountains, which offered the highest of insults to God; and the man who kept himself pure from adultery, a sin which damns two souls at once, and which is pursued with judgment. But though abstinence from a few sins only be named, others are implied, and when any vice is forbidden, the opposite virtue is always enjoined. Now this man is really sincere in his religion, and he shall surely live saith the Lord: and accordingly all those were marked who sighed for the sins of Jerusalem.

The apostate and profligate son of a good father shall not be saved by his father’s piety. Covenant grace, or initial salvation may preserve him for awhile, as Ham in the ark, but in the issue he shall receive the curse of his own sin. Yea, the piety and good example of his father shall make his punishment the heavier.

If the son of a robber, a murderer, or an adulterer, shall see his father’s sin with sorrow, and his punishment with sanctifying awe, and shall repent, God will not visit on this son the iniquity of the father. Some temporal affliction a good son may suffer from his father’s errors, but God will most remarkably bless him, because, in a youth so circumstanced, piety is often very exemplary. So he blessed Hezekiah, a pious son of that wicked Ahaz; and so he blessed Josiah, son of the wicked Amon, and grandson of the very wicked Manasseh. God makes a full appeal to the conscience of murmuring men. Are not, on these fair principles, my ways equal? And are not your ways unequal? The scale of God’s justice is true and perfect, and the sinner has leave to try the beam both ways in weighing the righteous and the wicked. What a luminous decision is this of the terms of Israel’s covenant. These terms, or conditions, are equally obvious from smaller branches of the great covenant, as in the election of Eli to the mitre, of Saul and David to the throne, and of the gentiles to succeed the jews as the Lord’s covenant people. Hence God is pure and holy, and all blame attaches to man alone.

The Lord applies these doctrines in a tender exhortation to repentance. Declaring that he would judge Israel by these rules, and consequently, judge the world by them, he calls anew upon his people to repent, and seek the new heart he has promised to give. Surely the Lord is very pitiful and compassionate to his people: there never was a father who took more pains with a profligate son, than God takes with erring man. He seems in all his ways never to strike the sinner with vengeance, till every resource of mercy shall fail, for judgment is his last and strange work. 

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-14
Ezekiel 19:2-3. Thy mother was a lioness—she brought up one of her whelps; it became a young lion. These words are cited from Jacob’s testamentary benedictions, in which Judah is called a lion’s whelp. Genesis 49:9. But here the appellation is given in the sense of Isaiah 29:1. “Woe to Ariel;” that is, the lion of God. Belligerent kings are often called lions. St. Paul says of Nero, “God delivered me from the mouth of the lion.”

Ezekiel 19:4. He was taken in their pit. 1 Kings 23:33, 34. Man by ingenuity exercises his sovereignty still over the beasts of the earth. He displays the superiority of reason by drawing the fish from the deep, and by taking the fowls of heaven dead or alive at his pleasure. The largest of animals, the fiercest and swiftest of wild beasts, he takes with equal ease, by palisading the trees of the woods in the form of a cross or of the letter X, in the centre of which he digs a pit, and covers it over with boughs, rotten sticks, grass or leaves. Here, in the morning, he sometimes finds a lion, a tiger or a wolf, and disposes of his enemy at pleasure. Into this pit, with dogs and shouts, he drives the more peaceful buffalo, the deer, and other granivorous animals. This mode of taking them may illustrate many expressions of David respecting the pit.

Ezekiel 19:6-7. He went up and down among the lions—devoured men—laid waste their cities. After David’s house became idolaters, God apparently impaired their intellect; they did not know the relative weakness of their small kingdom. The scriptures say of Jehoahaz, that he did evil in the sight of the Lord. He levied war on his own subjects.

Ezekiel 19:13-14. She, once a flourishing vine on the mountains of Israel, as in Psalms 80. and Isaiah 5., is now transplanted into the wilderness, dried and parched with the east wind of captivity. She has no strong rod to become a sceptre; not one prince of David’s house fit to fill his father’s throne.

REFLECTIONS.
From the parables in this chapter, we have deeply to lament the misconduct of the kings and the councils of Judah, during the last periods of the kingdom. They forfeited the crown, so long promised to the house of David, and brought the last of calamities on their country. Instead of knowing that their kingdom was incomparably weaker than Babylon in the east, and Egypt in the west, and seeking divine protection, as Samuel, David, and Jehoshaphat did, the young Jehoahaz was a lion in shedding innocent blood at home, and in depredations on the neighbouring states in alliance with the Egyptians. Hence Pharaoh-Necho, after a short reign of folly for three months, put him in chains for a life of repentance.

The other whelp was Jehoiakim, who was not made wise by his brother’s errors. Against Egypt, to which he was tributary, he durst not offend. But he shed blood at home, and engaged in depredations on the allies of Babylon. This brought upon him the vengeance of Nebuchadnezzar, who took and plundered Jerusalem before the Egyptians could afford them succour, and led the king in chains to Babylon. The age was now growing more polite. Nebuchadnezzar seldom slew a king, but with counsellors he was prodigal of blood. Thus Zion, now loaded with sins, was promiscuously spoiled by her enemies: she had help neither in God nor man.

Nebuchadnezzar behaved as handsomely to the jews as the king of Egypt had done, by leaving Zedekiah on the throne of his fathers. Now Zion, the mother, is no more compared to a lion, as under David, but to a tender vine, which needed the support of neighbouring states. But the Egyptians being thought the more lenient of the two powers which now swayed the east and the west, she completed her final ruin by shooting out her roots towards the waters of the Nile. Hereby she despised the Lord’s repeated counsel by the prophets, not to lean on that bruised reed; and she despised the Chaldeans by a breach of solemn oath made in the name of the Lord. Hence Nebuchadnezzar with the hottest indignation came and burnt her temple and all the fenced cities with fire. Thus, in the fatal errors of Judah, we have a mirror of instruction for states and kingdoms. There is no nation which sanctions the violation of public morals, and forsakes the worship of God, but must err more and more till destruction completes their ruin. On a similar scale, it is just the same with men who forsake the good ways of the Lord, and fall into gross and grievous sins. They who were reputed wise, now are fools indeed. They cover themselves and their families with a blot, and their sins will often be mentioned to warn posterity. Oh may a thousand voices, and a thousand motives of terror and love, keep back the soul from presumptuous sins. The sins of Judah caused the vine, or Zion, to be plucked up; to be much dried by the east wind, and to be planted in the wilderness, in a dry and thirsty ground. Not literally indeed, for the jews wept by the waters of Babylon. But spiritually they had no altar, no reading of the law, and no regular worship; their harps were hung on the willow, as in Psalms 137. Thus apostasy makes the church an abhorrence, cuts off the streams of mercy, and brings death and destruction on the soul. 

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-49
Ezekiel 20:1. The elders of Israel came to enquire of the Lord, and sat before me. They still respected the divine καρισματα, or holy anointing of the Spirit; but they sought it for a reverse of their calamities, and with their idols in their heart, as stated in Ezekiel 8:1.

Ezekiel 20:12; Ezekiel 20:20. I gave them my sabbaths. That holy day, though sanctified from the creation, had been almost lost in Egypt. It was restored by Moses as a sign of the covenant, in the encrease of corn on the year preseding the sabbatic year, and the year preseding the jubilee. And it is thought, from Deuteronomy 5., that the sabbath was anticipated one day on leaving Egypt, the Egyptians having been drowned in the morning watch of the fifteenth day. If otherwise, they must have marched on the sabbathday. In that view our Saviour has restored the sabbath by his resurrection to the very day of rest after the creation.—The sabbath is a day of humanity, giving repose to servants, and beasts of labour. By consequence, the poor are not only wicked, but unwise to work on that day. They have always been at what they could do to earn their bread; and if the sabbath should be lost, they would have to work seven days in the week as hard as they now work six. The sabbath is holy, and we are required to worship God, and enjoy angelic delights in his house. It is connected also with covenant blessings, Isaiah 58:13; and is guarded by judgments, as in the seventy years captivity of the jews, for the idolaters had robbed the Lord of seventy sabbatic years. It is therefore blasphemy to say that the sabbath is a jewish ceremony, and not binding on us. Christ taught his followers to pray that their flight from the Roman armies, coming to besiege the rebel city of Jerusalem, might not be in the winter, neither on the sabbathday. By consequence, feasting, and journeys of pleasure are forbidden altogether on that day.

Above all, when the Lord says, I gave them my sabbaths to be a sign, he separated the precept of the sabbath from the ten commandments, and placed it at the head of all the divine code. Exodus 31:13. “See that ye keep my sabbath, because it is a sign between me and you, in all your generations.” It associates with their circumcision, the seal of righteousness by faith, or the faith which Abraham swore to God. Christian sacraments therefore must not be desecrated. Let us hear the most conclusive words of St. Paul, as in the version of the Mons testament, published with the highest sanction of Rome. “Let no man condemn you for eating and drinking, or the observance of festivals, new moons, and of sabbath days, seeing all those things are the shadow of good things to come, of which Christ is the body.” Colossians 2:16-17.

It follows that the jews, by violating this seal of their covenant, forfeited all its blessings, and lost the promised land. So it shall be with the profane christian; he desecrates this holy day, and forfeits all claims of admission into the rest which remains for the people of God.

Ezekiel 20:25. I gave them also statutes that were not good. This text has many glosses among the critics.

(1) The ceremonial law is said by some, not to be good, because it was but a shadow; because it was expensive, and was not a ritual of choice, but imposed on the nation by a divine sanction.

(2) Not good, may imply not pleasant. This law was a yoke, and circumcision was a bloody ritual.

(3) But the true sense appears to be, that God turned against his people, and bade them in anger worship the hosts of heaven. He delivered them into the hands of their enemies, and ultimately gave them up to their own hearts’ lusts, as when he said, Ezekiel 20:30, “Go ye, serve ye every one his idols.”

Ezekiel 20:29. What is the high place whereunto ye go? The name thereof is Bamah. This name, by Professor Cocceius is divided, בא מה Bo mah, he comes; alluding perhaps to the promise in Exodus 20:23. “In all places where I record my name, I will come to thee, and I will bless thee.” Oh, no; you may cry in all the extremity of anguish, as on mount Carmel, oh Baal, hear us; but Baal will not come. “There was no voice, nor any that answered.”

Ezekiel 20:35. I will bring you into the wilderness—there will I plead with you face to face. During the slow march of the jews from Babylon which lasted four months, the Lord spake to them by his prophets, and greatly consoled them on their return. Ezra did not ask a guard, because he trusted in the Lord. 

Ezekiel 20:37. I will cause you to pass under the rod. The allusion is to a shepherd who counts his flock, and separates those which are for slaughter. Thus the men who revolted at God’s paternal rod, should be disposed of by the rod of their enemies.

REFLECTIONS.
We have here a new scene of prophecy opened, which is comprised in this and the three following chapters. It opens with a body of the elders coming to Ezekiel to consult him on the aspect of their affairs. Perhaps they wished to know whether Zedekiah should succeed in his revolt; perhaps, whether all Judah should go into captivity, or whether there was any hope of their speedy return. What a scene! Carnal idolaters coming in their sins to ask counsel and comfort of the Holy One of Israel! He justly reproaches them for their own, and for their father’s sins. God would give them no answer of peace. So it was when Saul’s kingdom drew to a close. The Lord would not answer him either by prophet, by dream, or by Urim. We must therefore leave our sins and our malice, before we presume to pray. We must also seek the Lord while he may be found; for when a wicked man cries on his deathbed, or prays only for temporal good, God may justly shut his ears with high disdain.

Though there was no particular answer, yet Ezekiel preached them a good sermon, and a sermon often repeated in substance in the sacred writings. There is no need therefore to explain it here. But it shows that Ezekiel was mighty and learned in the scriptures, and that at all times we should derive edification from past experience, and from the Lord’s dealings with his church.

The sabbathday is here peculiarly enforced, as the religious observance of that day is intimately connected with the morals and the piety of a nation. And this day was not only honoured when God made the world, and when Christ redeemed it, and likewise by the descent of the Holy Ghost on the day of pentecost, but the seventy years of Israel’s captivity remarkably corresponded with the seventy sabbatic years, in which they had plowed instead of letting the land rest.

Now, though Ezekiel had no answer for the elders in regard to their obtrusive enquiries, he repeats the general promise of restoration, as Jeremiah had written; and then, as is usual with the prophets, he launches forwards into the times of the Messiah when Israel should be most happily restored, and enjoy the fullest blessings of the covenant; and this hope was heart cure for the church in all her troubles. He uses words, which if confined to the restoration by Cyrus, would not be strictly true; but when Christ was contemplated, the heart filled with joy, and the tongue uttered glorious things of the city of God. The prophets closed all their sermons by leaving the full splendour of the sun smiling on Zion, and in all the glory of the latter day. 

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-32
Ezekiel 21:2. Son of man, set thy face toward Jerusalem, and drop thy word toward the holy places. In the Latin bibles, this chapter begins at 21:45 of the preseding, which preserves unity in the subject. The prophecy is against the land of the south—against Israel, which was southward of Mesopotamia, where Ezekiel then exercised his ministry. He must preach against the woods and groves, the seats of idolatry, and of utter ruin to the nation.

Ezekiel 21:3. I will cut off. Hebrews I will slay in thee, the righteous and the wicked. The LXX read, I will destroy from thee, the righteous and the wicked. How is this reconciled with the divine declaration to Abraham, that he would not destroy the righteous with the wicked. Genesis 18:23. Answer: in the unsearchable visitations of providence good men may sometimes be involved in temporal deaths with the wicked; yet he watches over his saints. When the Romans burned Jerusalem, the christians, when their army was called away to Egypt, fled beyond the Jordan. Also when Alaric, king of the Goths stormed the city of Rome, the followers of Christ were spared, being found at prayer in their churches. Anno 412, and eleven hundred and ten years after the building of Rome.

Ezekiel 21:5. I the Lord have drawn forth my sword out of its sheath. The Assyrian power is called the rod of God’s anger; but here it is his sword. This whole passage is a sublime description of the terrors of the invading army, of the sword unsheathed against every green tree and pleasant abode. It was drunk with the fury of the Lord.

Ezekiel 21:8-11. The word of the Lord came unto me saying, a sword, a sword is sharpened. Should we then make mirth? Nay, on the contrary, should we not howl and cry? A rebel nation exposed to fury: slaughter is diversion. Silent leges inter arma. The laws are silent in war. “It contemneth the rod of my Son as wood, or as every green tree.” By this highest title, my Son, the king of Judah cannot well be understood here, he being impeached and utterly condemned in the strongest language. The question is difficult; quomodo gaudebimus? How shall we rejoice at the intoxicated fury of a bloody sword? Yet some do make it an apostrophe, “And thou, oh sword of Nebuchadnezzar, that takest the sceptre from Judah, my son.” Be it so; but who commissioned and sent the Assyrians? It was the Christ, the Son of God. Isaiah 10:5-6. Therefore, nothing can obstruct our belief of the generally received opinion of christian doctors, that the Father speaks here to the Son, as in the second psalm, when he placed him over the nations, with a rod of iron in his hand. This is the rod which despises every other sceptre, as a sceptre of wood. The Father hath committed all judgment to the Son, and seated him in Zion at his own right hand.

Ezekiel 21:12. Smite therefore upon thy thigh. Homer makes Achilles to smite on his thigh, when he saw the city of Troy in flames, because he was attached to Polixena, daughter of Priam. It is a custom mentioned by Cicero, and seems much the same as smiting on the breast. It was a somewhat stronger expression of anguish than locking of the hands, mentioned at the fourteenth verse.

Ezekiel 21:14. Let the sword be doubled the third time. The people were carried to Babylon at three different times. First, when Jehoiakim was taken; secondly, when Jeconiah was taken; but the third time was doubly severe when the city was burnt, and all the poor carried to Babylon.

Ezekiel 21:21. To use divination. According to Jerome, it was the custom of the heathen, when an attack was proposed on several nations, to write the name of each nation on an arrow. Then they put them in a quiver, and the nation first drawn was the first object of attack. So Nebuchadnezzar, when he came to a place where the road divided, being undecided whether to go against Jerusalem or Rabbah, is here said to do. The second kind of divination here mentioned, was universal among the heathen. He looked in the liver, he inspected the liver of the victims for the altar. These were slain to render the gods propitious to the expedition. “If the liver,” says Dr. Potter, “had a pleasing and natural redness; if it was sound, without spot or blemish; if its head was large; if it had two heads, or there were two livers; then prosperity and success were expected. On the other hand, if there appeared on it any blisters, wheals or ulcers; if there was too much dryness, or a ligament between the parts; if any part was misplaced, or the liver itself altogether wanting, nothing but dangers and disappointments were expected.” The druids were far-famed for inspecting the liver of victims. Thank God, christianity has delivered us from these follies.

Ezekiel 21:25. Thou profane and wicked prince of Israel. The name of the king is omitted; some respect is due to the diadem, though in gross error. He had patronized the worship of Moloch, attended with infant victims, and had violated the oath he had sworn to Nebuchadnezzar. He had persecuted Jeremiah, and refused to hear him when speaking from the mouth of the Lord. Therefore he lost his crown; and with his crown he lost his kingdom. The Lord, as David said to Solomon, “cast him off for ever.” 2 Chronicles 28:10.

Ezekiel 21:26-27. Remove the diadem. Let it never more be worn, either by son or brother. Let it revert into his hands, who gave it to David when keeping his father’s sheep. Let him be crowned, WHOSE RIGHT IT IS.
My servant David shall again feed my sheep, and be a prince among them: chap. 34. Yea, Israel in the latter day shall remember and turn unto the Lord. I will raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen. I will raise up his ruins, and build it as in the days of old. Amos 9:11. Messiah is the horn of salvation in the house of David.

We must remark here, that Ezekiel saw the humble and abject state of the Saviour before his elevation. Exalt him that is low; give him a name above every creature in heaven and earth. We remark also, that Messiah the prince is constituted the judge and ruler of all the nations of the earth. Give the king thy judgments, oh Lord; and thy righteousness to the king’s son. Psalms 72:1. All judgment is committed to the Son, the King of kings, and Lord of lords. John 5:22. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and of his government there shall be no end. Oh Zion, this is thy Messiah, without beginning of days or end of life.

REFLECTIONS.
The awful subject is here continued. It presents us with a glittering sword brandishing over Jerusalem. It presents the Lord as so indignant with an incorrigible nation, that he utters all the terrors of his secret counsel, and so abhors his polluted sanctuary that he would allow no sinner to remain, and no saint to pray on a spot accursed, for a time, because of its pollutions. The wicked were therefore numbered for the sword, the pestilence, and the captivity, while an interior providence guarded the lives of the faithful few, to instruct their brethren in exile.

It was equally horrible that the wicked should be so far infatuated as to indulge in sports and pleasures, vainly puffed up with the hope that the evil day would never come. To counteract this preposterous joy, the prophet was directed by sighs and gestures to represent the wailings which the survivors of the calamities should be compelled to assume. Let us hence learn, never to give our countenance to the wanton joys of the wicked; on the contrary, let us awe them by our seriousness and recollection.

But the most serious part of the chapter, is the apostrophe to Zedekiah: Thou profane and wicked prince! Here we are told that the diadem should be taken from him, and never more worn temporally by any of David’s house. On the contrary, whether they were governed by Zerubbabel, or any of David’s line, for the Persians; whether they were governed by the highpriest, or by a heathen, God would overturn, overturn, overturn it, by three successive revolutions, till no government remained, that all hope might henceforth be placed in the Messiah, and in him alone. Thus the saints of the Most High shall take the kingdom and possess it for ever, yea for ever and ever. Thus joy is reserved for the righteous, while the wicked are covered with eternal gloom. 

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-31
Ezekiel 22:8. Thou hast profaned my sabbaths, the sabbatical days and years. This is repeated in Ezekiel 23:38, to show that the desecration of holy things filled up the measure of Judah’s sin: Ezekiel 20:12.

Ezekiel 22:18. They are brass, and tin, and iron, and lead, in the midst of the furnace: they are even the dross of silver. Both the Vatican and the Alexandrian versions of the Septuagint represent the house of Israel as gold and silver mixed with those baser metals in the midst of the furnace; for silver is mentioned at the twentieth verse.

Ezekiel 22:25-27. There is a conspiracy of her prophets, even in the city and sanctuary. Alas, when the true faith is lost, when the anointed ones fall under an evil influence, the whole body must be depraved, and sickened with a mortal malady.

Ezekiel 22:28. They have daubed with untempered mortar, as is stated in chap. 13:11.

Ezekiel 22:30. I sought for a man among them that should—stand in the gap. A day’s man, Psalms 106:23, that should stand in the gap as Moses did; but I found none. When Moses prayed, the contrite worshipped at the door of their tents; but in Jerusalem “they misused the messengers of the Lord.”

2 Chronicles 36:16-17.

REFLECTIONS.
What an impeachment of the bloody city. What can we expect but the severest sentences of justice to follow; but from such a God as the God of Israel, justice is attempered with mercy. The first and great charge is, a prodigal effusion of innocent blood. The firstborn of many families passed through the fire to Moloch. Next, the judges took bribes against the lives of innocent men. Now the history of providence, in a general view, will satisfy all candid enquirers, that God has soon or late become the avenger of innocent blood. The vengeance which pursued Cain for his brother, which pursued the Egyptians for the infants, and Amalek for smiting the hindmost of the Hebrews, has never slumbered in the execution of its functions. And where is the nation which has persecuted and martyred the saints, that did not soon drink of blood in return. Sometimes justice may slumber till the third and fourth generation, as in France, but it is sure to speak in the end. The priests and nobles paid back, in the great revolution of 1789, the blood of the protestants shed by their grandfathers. See Bp. Reynold’s book, entitled God’s Revenge against Murder and Adultery.
We have here the awful consequences of the drunken and idolatrous feasts. Incest and unutterable mysteries of impurity followed. And if the brave and noble senate of Rome purged their country of the bacchanalians, and their orgies, and desired all families not to know their relatives who had been initiated into those mysteries, how much more would the Lord purge his people of crimes, which even polluted his holy place. Yes, he hasted to purge blood by blood, and to remove the oppressor by oppression.

In former times, the priests and princes had been compared to fine gold: but now, instead of being the precious sons of Zion, they were all but dross and dross of the basest metals. Hence, as there is a small proportion of metal in a mass of dross, the Lord resolved to find it by putting the mass in the hottest furnace of national disaster. And are these thy ways, oh Most Holy, when the crisis of affairs is come? Then may my soul never dare thy judgments, but humbly rejoice in thy mercy and forbearance.

The false prophets are in this, as in other sermons of Ezekiel, charged with misguiding the rulers and the public, and opposing the operation of the faithful warnings delivered by the Lord’s prophets. Horrible, and utterly inexcusable then are all ministers, who give the slightest countenance to vice. And when ministers are relax, and the faithful are persecuted, there is no man to stand in the gap. Alas, alas, when a Lot escapes from Sodom, when a Moses ceases to pray, when an Elijah seeks his safety in flight, and when the Saviour says of covenant blessings, now they are hid from thine eyes; the city and nation so circumstanced, are on the verge of hell and destruction. No way seems to be left, but to bring the little silver which remains through the crucible, and to leave all the dross in the furnace of unquenchable fire. 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-49
Ezekiel 23:2. There were two women, the daughters of one mother. Samaria and Jerusalem, cities introduced in the female character, as in Ezekiel 23:10; Ezekiel 23:48.

Ezekiel 23:4. Samaria is Aholah, or her tent, because they worshipped local divinities, and assembled under the shadow of trees and tents. Samaria is first mentioned under this comparison, because the kingdom of the ten tribes was the first to go astray, soon after the time of Solomon. She also doted on the invading cavalry of Assyria. Manahem gave Pul a thousand talents of silver to be confirmed in the kingdom. 2 Kings 15:19.— Jerusalem is Aholibah. A tabernacle, or my habitation is in it. Jerusalem is so called because of the holy temple, in which the Lord dwelt in the midst of his people; there also he had pitched his tent in the time of David.

Ezekiel 23:9. Wherefore I have delivered her (Aholah) into the hands of her lovers. This was the case with Israel no less than eight times, during the government of the Judges. Every time they adopted the gods of a neighbouring nation, the Lord presently gave them into the hands of that nation. The Hebrews, so illustrious in the days of Joshua, basely bled under the tributary yoke of contemptible powers.

Ezekiel 23:14. When she saw men pourtrayed upon the wall. The princes and gods of Chaldea, painted with warm and glowing tints, seduced and corrupted her eyes and her heart. The pencil goes as far in the style of nudity as the public can possibly bear, and often so far as puts modesty to the blush. Better destroy the picture, than that the picture should destroy the soul.

Ezekiel 23:23. Pekod, and Shoa, and Koa. These were ancient names for provinces of the Babylonian empire. Jeremiah 50:21. But the versions vary; some read, captains, prefects, princes, satraps and tyrants. It is difficult to decide here, as the names of gods, of men, and of countries were often similar.

Ezekiel 23:33-34. The cup of thy sister Samaria: thou shalt even drink it, and suck it out. The Lord here announces by this mixed cup, the full and bitter round of afflictions from the sword, the famine, the pestilence, and all the gloom of dying in captivity, which this revolted nation should sustain. 

Ezekiel 23:37. Blood is in their hands—they have caused their sons to pass through the fire, to devour them. Here is positive proof that the ancients actually burnt their children to Moloch. Lustration seems to have been a more modern mode of devoting children. Manasseh also shed much innocent blood. 2 Kings 24:4.

Ezekiel 23:38. They have defiled my sanctuary in the same day, and profaned my sabbaths. These were the sins which completed the career of crime, and filled up the measure of Judah’s iniquity.

Ezekiel 23:40. Thou didst paint thine eyes. The LXX read, ετιβιζου τους οφθαλμος σου with stibium, the red calces of lead, to give a fine colour and clearness to the eyes. This would ultimately injure the sight. In our potteries, those who dip the vases in lead, in a few years lose the power to open their hand.

Ezekiel 23:45. Righteous men shall judge them after the manner of adulteresses. Those who chastised Israel are called God’s sanctified ones, set apart and commissioned to invade with the sword, and avenge the wrongs which heaven had sustained by this vile and apostate nation.

Ezekiel 23:48. Thus will I cause lewdness to cease out of the land. זמה zimmah, which Montanus renders fœditatem, a word comprehending every species of crime. Others read, and all the dung and uncleanness of gentile worship. What sort of men were those to whom the prophets preached! Et peccata stercorum suorum.
REFLECTIONS.
The naïveté of the language here, as in chap. 16., may be thought by some to demand an apology, because nature should not be too much exposed. But how could a gross and degenerate people be moved by images less affecting; and how could the base conduct of Israel to their fathers’ God be made manifest by a portrait less mortifying to the pride of man. The whole must therefore be regarded as a fine take-off of the profligacy of a degenerate church.

The shame and degeneracy of Judah is traced to its source. The people had a frantic passion for the dress, the manners, and the worship of the Assyrians. Samaria had indeed prepared the way; but when Judah, led by her wicked princes, began the career of paganism, she excelled her sister in every view, nor could the Assyrians long boast of preference, either in the effusion of blood or in profligacy of morals. In this view, if one could modestly convey a word to England, it might not be unseasonable. We have confessedly showed a strong partiality to the dress, the morals, and the etiquette, and have too much sacrificed the manly gravity of Britons to the volatile character of the French. In theatres, in amusements, in a desecration of the sabbath, we make too near an approach. The character also of our subscription libraries, and general course of reading, is nearly similar. In point of villas and mansions, of equipage, festivity and wastes, we may fairly be allowed to excel them, being aided by unexampled resources of commerce. But the moral and the issue of the parallel are the most interesting. When Judah became completely enslaved to the opinions and manners of the heathen, God, as is often noticed, gave them into the hands of the heathen. And shall we ever see the day, the fatal day… I stop myself before I have said too much. The praying remnant can never desire that evil day. May the uplifted rod sanctify and save a forgetful nation. It is however a grand truth, that this nation has no medium between its present splendour; and a ruin greater than has before been witnessed. And where is the man, where the christian, properly impressed with the balance of nations which heaven holds in its hands, who would not unceasingly pray for the pardon of our sins, and do all he can to instruct the rising age, and to save his country from the growing mass of crimes, which have ultimately proved the destruction of every nation. May our country be precious in thy sight, oh Lord; and may we be heirs of thine everlasting covenant. Amen. 

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-27
Ezekiel 24:1. In the ninth year, from Jehoiachin’s captivity; or the ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign. 2 Kings 25:1-2. Jeremiah 52:4. Jehoiachin, who is the same with Jeconiah, reigned one year before his nephew Zedekiah. 2 Chronicles 36:10. Jeremiah having noticed the day and the year of the ruin of the city and temple of Jerusalem as a historical fact, and Ezekiel the same event as a matter of prophecy, we have proof that the fall of the jewish state was by the special designation of heaven.

Ezekiel 24:11. Then set it empty upon the coals; that the caldron itself may be fused and purified, as was the case with the metals of Jericho. After the choice pieces had all been consumed by various deaths, here is a burning, and the hottest burning after death. What can this be but the second death?

Ezekiel 24:16. Behold, I take away from thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke of sudden affliction. The prophet loved his wife; she was a diadem in his eyes, and his only desire upon earth. She seems to have died of grief, like Eli, when she had learned of her husband what had befallen the ark. But her death must be improved, by the nonobservance of obsequies, because in Jerusalem they could not be observed. It is good for ministers, when fair opportunities occur, to improve the death of their friends for the good of the living.

REFLECTIONS.
When Nebuchadnezzar sat down before Jerusalem to commence the siege, he was so eager in the reduction of that wicked and rebellious city, as to begin his operations in the depth of winter; for God had given him a heart to do his will. But Ezekiel’s mentioning the day of the month would have a good effect on the captives upon the Chebar. It would cure them of all unseasonable wishes to return, and would confound the infidels among them who had presumed that the calamities would never come.

The vision of the pot or boiler in the temple is here repeated from the eleventh chapter. Now, from the frequent mention of innocent blood, it would seem, that in Manasseh’s reign, 2 Kings 24:4, there had been some tumult in Jerusalem, and that the men who opposed the wicked and idolatrous measures of the court, had been slain in the streets, or thrown from the rocks; nor had their blood been covered, as the law enjoined. Leviticus 17:13. This was indeed an age which forgat the law. God however did not forget. His great day of sacrifice was come; and the whole city was his boiler, unscummed and impure. The choice pieces were the rich, the proud, and the despisers of God in all his works of grace and justice. The Lord therefore invited all the birds and beasts of prey from Chaldea, and from all the surrounding states to his great supper, that an impure people might complete the defilement of his sanctuary, which his own people had first polluted with idols, and with every abomination of the heathen.

The Lord condescends to vindicate the terrors of his conduct as an act of necessity. I have purged thee, and thou wast not purged. Thrice, in a short time, had Jerusalem been plundered, and her kings carried away in chains. Once by Pharaoh-necho, and twice by Nebuchadnezzar; and yet the nation was unreformed; and instead of seeking God, they drenched themselves in the gloom of desponding crimes. Hence the times of mercy and probation were past: God could no longer bless them with health, harvests, and prosperity, without being a party in their crimes. Oh may men and nations be awed and sanctified by the spotless character of justice. May every incorrigible sinner know that the day is just at hand, when the perfections of God shall oblige him to strike, and glorify his justice, the exercise of mercy having failed of effect.

The sudden death of Ezekiel’s wife was improved to show, that no mourning should be made for the jews massacred at Jerusalem. This treasure, so precious to him, but unaccustomed to hardships, was taken away with a stroke, and in one day. The fleeting state of all terrestrial good should teach us to say, whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is none upon earth that I desire besides thee. How little then can we rest in inviting objects. The smiling villa, the enchanting bowers, the ample fortune, the amiable bride, the engaging progeny, yea, life itself may be blasted in an hour, and our eyes may be diverted from tears by the appalling terror of other calamities. Ezekiel must neither weep nor cry, nor eat the bread of mourning which neighbours usually sent. He must not be uncovered, but wear his tiara, bonnet, or hat.

The explication of his conduct revolted and choked his hearers, as appears from Ezekiel 33:10. When they asked what he meant by so extraordinary a conduct, he declared that their children should fall by the sword, and that they should make no mourning for them, but pine away in their iniquities. Thus God would make them drink the dregs of his cup. 

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-17
Ezekiel 25:5. I will make Rabbah a stable for camels—a couching-place for flocks. Nebuchadnezzar destroyed this ancient city about four years after the fall of Jerusalem. Ptolemy Philadelphus rebuilt it, and it was afterwards called Philadelphia, as in Revelation 3:7. It continued more than a century after the commencement of the christian era, had in it a Greek cathedral and several churches, and was encompassed with a lofty wall of great extent. It was situate about thirty miles from Sardis on the south-east, and upwards of a hundred from Smyrna; and forming a part of the Turkish territory, its modern name has been Allah-Shehr. The predictions of Jeremiah and also of Ezekiel have at length received their full accomplishment, after the delay of so many centuries. When the country of Ammon had been ravaged by hostile armies and become desolate, there were still some verdant vallies and tracts, where the wandering Arabs pastured their camels and their sheep. Mr. Buckingham, an English traveller, relates that a few years since he saw on the spot where Rabbah formerly stood, the ruins of a building, once of great magnificence, into which the Arab shepherds drive their goats for shelter and repose during the night. He also laid himself down close by the ruins of the ancient city, amidst flocks of sheep and goats, and was almost entirely prevented from sleeping, by the bleating of the flocks. Towns and villages in ruin were seen in every direction, and Arabs with their camels wandering towards Rabbah.

Ezekiel 25:9. Baal-meon. Beth Baal-meon. Joshua 13:17. Montanus reads, Bahal-mehon, which signifies the house or temple of the idol.

Ezekiel 25:10. The Ammonites shall not be remembered among the nations. The Jews, though everywhere dispersed, still continue a distinct people; but no trace remains of the Ammonites. None now bear their name, none claim descent from them, and none are attached to the soil, or regard it as their country. The principal part of it is uninhabited, changed into a vast desert, and abandoned to the wandering Arabs, and is no more remembered among the nations. According to the letter of the prediction, the land of the Ammonites is “given to the men of the east.” 

REFLECTIONS.
How terrible are the divine denunciations. The nations of western Asia flourished under the blessings of providence, and abounded with flocks, vineyards, and cities. But pride, idleness, and fulness of bread, followed by the slow approaches of vengeance, made the beautiful hills, the fertile vallies, and the opulent cities a scene of desolation: nor have they to this day recovered the splendour they enjoyed, under their own kings and their own laws.

The joy which Ammon, Moab, and Edom expressed at the fall of Jerusalem, was highly displeasing to God. They, like Judah, had apostatized from the wisdom, the example, and pure worship of Abraham: and as to their sins, we know not that they were better than the jews. Their joy was therefore a political joy, yea a fool’s joy, for who might not have seen that the hungry armies of the east would eat up all the nations. It was an infidel joy, for the Hebrew prophets had repeatedly warned those nations of their approaching fall, as may be traced by the marginal references of the bible. They not only rejoiced at the fall of Judah, but lent a bloody hand to throw it down, as we frequently read. Hence they incurred a curse in Psalms 137:8-9, which Nebuchadnezzar presently inflicted. “Happy shall he be that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us— that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones.” Let us learn to revere all the judgments of the Lord, and never rejoice at the wanton triumph of wicked men. 

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-21
Ezekiel 26:2. Tyrus hath said against Jerusalem, Aha. The Lord’s people were not beloved among the gentile nations, because they were not what they seemed to be in regard to their holy temple. Having made reflections on the fall of Tyre in Isaiah 23., we have here only to gather the gleanings. A new Tyre was built on an island near the old one, under the auspices of Cyrus.

Ezekiel 26:4. I will also scrape her dust. Tyre, because of her wealth and maritime resources, was as much envied among the ancient nations, as London now is among the nations of Europe. Hence Nebuchadnezzar besieged Tyre for thirteen years; and Alexander removed the stones of old Tyre to make a causeway to the new city, during the siege. According to Maundrel, and all travellers, the scite of old Tyre is literally become a place to dry the fishermen’s nets.

Ezekiel 26:12. They shall make a spoil of thy riches. The greater part of the treasure, and one thousand five hundred of the inhabitants escaped in ships. The city was totally destroyed, and eight of the inhabitants massacred and crucified.

Ezekiel 26:20. Descend into the pit. Our Saviour, speaking of the fall of Capernaum, uses the word hades. Matthew 11:23. Luke 10:15. The LXX, bothron. The Vulgate and Montanus read lake. It imports that the Tyrians should go to the souls of the dead, till the morning of the last day. The English word pit does not seem to convey the full meaning of the text. 

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-36
Ezekiel 27:6. The isles of Chittim. Cilicia, Cyprus, Macedonia, the Greek islands, or Apulia on the shores of Italy. Thus critics take the word in a general sense.

Ezekiel 27:9. Gebal, a district of Phœnicia, adjacent to Tyre. The city was of the same name. Pliny writes it Gabala.

Ezekiel 27:12. Tarshish. It is matter of doubt whether this word signifies Cadiz, Tartessus, or ocean. See Isaiah 23:6. Yet we read of “the kings of Tarshish,” Psalms 72:10; and they cannot reign on the sea. Perhaps Tremellius did not fully weigh this text when he affirmed Tarshish to be the ocean. The LXX both here and in Isaiah 23:6, render the word Carthage. But Tyre is there called the daughter of Tarshish, and Carthage was a daughter or colony of Tyre. Now it would seem impossible for the LXX to make repeated mistakes concerning Tarshish, as neither Cadiz nor Carthage could have more than one king. Tarshish may signify the remoter coasts of Africa, to which Europe might also be joined in idea, after ships had passed the pillars of Hercules, now Gibraltar and Cetua. The curious reader may collate the following passages. 1 Kings 9:26; 1 Kings 10:22; 1 Kings 22:48, 2 Chronicles 8:17; 2 Chronicles 20:36. Jonah 1:3. The ships of Tarshish went to Ophir or Africa.

Ezekiel 27:17. Minnith, a region of Ammon. 11:33. Yet others regard Minnith and Pannag, not as places, but as the names of goods sold in trade.

Ezekiel 27:18. Helbon. Chalybonis, or Chalsis, now Aleppo.

Ezekiel 27:20. Dedan. The isle of Rhodes, which is mentioned after Javan, or the Grecian coasts. So the LXX read, but some will have it Dedan, the grandson of Abraham.

Ezekiel 27:22. Sheba was at the entrance of the Red sea.

Ezekiel 27:23. Haran. Genesis 28:10. Canneh or Ctesiphon, near Bagdad. Eden, in the vicinity of Babylon. Genesis 13. Asshur, or Assyria. Chilmad, the remoter parts of Media. See the Map.

REFLECTIONS.
“God’s ministers often see reason to lament over those, who in their own judgment and in the opinion of their carnal neighbours, are the happiest people in the world: Ezekiel 27:2. When Tyre was in all its glory, we read nothing of its religion, piety, sobriety and charity; but much of its trade and wealth, pomp and magnificence. Yet it was in a deplorable state, and its ruin hastening on. Those who live in plenty and luxury, others admire and praise; but those who know and consider the end of the wicked, look upon them with pity, as hastening to a dreadful doom.

We may here reflect on the wisdom and goodness of God in the various products of the earth. See the riches of divine bounty, in furnishing different countries with different commodities, serviceable to the support, comfort, or ornament of life. All are the gifts of God, though pride and luxury may abuse them. We have particular reason to rejoice in his goodness to our happy land, that it has all the necessaries of life in itself, produces the most valuable commodities, and such an abundance of them as to supply other nations.

Reflect on the advantages of trade and commerce. The wisdom of providence should be observed in giving men their different inclinations to pursue their several occupations in life, particularly in teaching some the art of sailing, and giving them courage and resolution to practise it; that thus the products of one country may be transported to another, social intercourse extended, and a way opened for the spread of the gospel, which is a blessing infinitely valuable. When we feed on or wear foreign commodities, and see the value of money in exchange, let us bless God for trade and commerce, honour those who are employed in it, and abhor the senseless pride of those who despise the merchant and trader.

What little dependance is to be placed upon the wealth and elegances of life. What a mournful change do we here see in the state of Tyre. So uncertain are all the fine things in which men boast and delight. Wealthy merchants and wealthy cities run to ruin, and multitudes are involved in the fall: and such calamities will be doubly bitter to those who have lived in luxury and splendour. When we read this inventory of Tyre’s wealth, it should make us thankful that we can do without most of it; and should not be high-minded, though we have ever so much of it, for it is all fading. How sad is it with a nation when its governors ruin it, when its pilots and those at the helm run it aground. No trade and commerce, no fleets or fortresses will secure it, if there be not integrity, wisdom, and harmony in its leaders. We have therefore need to pray that God would give our commanders these qualifications, and be the defence of our land; and in order to this, that we may remember him that made us, and not lightly esteem the rock of our salvation.” 

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-26
Ezekiel 28:2. Say unto the prince of Tyrus—because thou hast said, I am אל El God, or the strong and mighty One. It is plain from the names of the princes that they bore titles of deity.

Ezekiel 28:3. Wiser than Daniel. After eclipsing all the wise men of Babylon, his wisdom, conferred of God, became a proverb through all the east. Daniel 5:11.

Ezekiel 28:10. Thou shalt die the death of the uncircumcised. See on chap. 32:25.

REFLECTIONS.
Isaiah has called the merchants of Tyre, princes. Their wealth by land and sea was uncounted, their mansions were splendid, their dresses superb. But where was their wisdom in tempting the Chaldean armies to the siege by so much splendour? Is not the Indian in his hut freer from care, and happier in his ranges of liberty?

When the invaders shall appear under thy walls, wilt thou appear against them as a god in war, or fly as a coward beyond the reach of their arrows? Wilt not thy soul die at the thought of dying; and wilt thou not receive thy death as the sheep dragged to the slaughter?

When haughty mortals assume titles which belong not to worms of the dust, they justly become exposed to irony, like the wooden gods of the gentiles. Thou sealest up the sum of all knowledge by claims of supreme wisdom, and perfection of regal beauty. Thou dwellest in the Eden of oriental pleasure, thou ridest as a cherub in the full splendour of equipage, thy crown and halls blaze with gems and gold. The greater then shall be thy fall into the pit of the uncircumcised.

Thou hast defiled all thy temples with the multitude of thy traffic in sorceries and idolatries. Therefore the seas shall not protect thee; for while the invaders scale thy walls, famine shall prevail within, and great shall be the slaughter of thy people. Cursed shall be thy garden for briers and thorns, and fishermen shall dry their nets on thy walls. On Israel the sun shall rise again. God is the rock and hope of Zion; but on Tyre the sun shall rise no more.—Oh Lord, instruct us by thy judgments, and acquaint us with thine ancient ways of righteousness and truth. 

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-21
Ezekiel 29:2. Set thy face against Pharaoh. Against the dragon, the alligator, for the Nile once had alligators. The figurative language here is very majestic, and calculated to impress the Egyptians with terror.

Ezekiel 29:10. I will make the land of Egypt utterly waste and desolate. “In all that time,” says Dr. Smith, “more than two thousand four hundred years, Egypt has produced nothing great or remarkable, either in learning, wisdom, or exploit; but has continued a base tributary kingdom, with out ever having a prince of its own, being always subject to slaves and foreigners. It became first subject to the Babylonians, then to the Persians, afterwards to the Macedonians, then to the Romans. From them it passed to the Saracens, from the Saracens to the Mamelouks, or slave usurpers, and from the Mamelouks to the Ottoman empire; of which it now forms a province, governed by a Turkish Bashaw, and twenty four Beys or chiefs, advanced from among the slaves to the administration of public affairs; (the Egyptians being possessed with a superstitious notion, that it is decreed by fate that slaves must always rule, and the natives be subject.) And who could foresee and foretel the events of such remote futurity, but that omniscient Spirit, who spoke by the prophets, and whose image and superscription all their writings bear?”

Ezekiel 29:11. No foot of man shall pass through it— for forty years. This happened when Nebuchadnezzar invaded the land, took all the strong places, put the citizens to the sword for making resistance, and carried into captivity a remnant fit for servitude. The slaughter was so severe, and the captivity so great, that the land was depopulated.

Ezekiel 29:13-14. At the end of forty years—I will bring again the captivity of Egypt. Xenophon, in his travels or march of Cyrus, Mentions a column of Egyptian soldiers, whom the Persians could not break. After the Babylonians were routed and slaughtered on the plains of Babylon, he sent a trumpeter to them with a flag of truce, to know what they wished to do. In a word, Cyrus gave those brave men emancipation and suitable rewards. They then returned to their own land with honour.

Ezekiel 29:15. Egypt shall be the basest of kingdoms. Cambyses, son of Cyrus, overran it, when like a fool he sent his army against Ethiopia and Libya, without guides and without provisions, to perish in the deserts. The Carthaginians burned and ruined many cities of Egypt. Alexander also conquered Egypt; and lastly, the Romans gained possession of it, and partially held it till it fell under the Mahommedan power. By consequence, it has remained with a limited commerce, without illustrious men, and almost without shipping.

Ezekiel 29:19. I will give Egypt to Nebuchadrezzar, whose army had besieged Tyre for thirteen years; and when about to be taken, the merchants fled with their riches to Carthage, and other places. The Lord therefore promised here to give them the riches of Egypt for their hire. These awful predictions are continued in the next chapter. 

30 Chapter 30 

Verses 1-26
Ezekiel 30:5. Ethiopia, Libya, and Lydia or Ludd. These allies of Egypt fell alike under the Assyrians, justly called “the bloody Assyrians.” The western shores of the Nile were then fertile districts; but now the western storms blow the sands of the deserts into the river, and impoverish the adjacent soil.

Ezekiel 30:13. I will cause images to cease out of Noph. The vengeance should begin on their images or idol gods; and after that, as foretold by another prophet, the sceptre of Egypt should depart away. Noph, sometimes called Moph, or Memphis, a celebrated town in Egypt, on the western banks of the Nile, once contained many beautiful temples of idolatrous worship, which are here the objects of prophetic denunciation. Through this city also the Nile once flowed with such an expanse of waters that in the Hebrew scriptures it is sometimes called the sea. The lake Mereotis was in the time of Herodotus seventy five miles in circumference, though it is now only twenty five miles round its shores. The pyramids, twenty in number, extend fourteen miles from north to south, along the banks of the Nile. The largest of them is no less than four hundred and eighty five feet in perpendicular height, on a square base, each of whose sides is also four hundred and eighty feet, enclosing full eleven acres of ground. The inside of the pyramid is full of receptacles for the dead, the outside is ascended by steps, connected with superior entrances, evidently designed as places of retreat in case of future inundations. These stupendous monuments, whose beauty and grandeur still astonish the modern traveller, were apparently erected during the sojourn of Israel in Egypt, and not long after the tremendous inundation of one of the superior rivers in the time of Ogyges, the most ancient king of Greece. But though these huge monuments still exist, the images of Noph or Memphis have long ceased, and even the scite on which the city stood is now unknown. The ruins of its fallen grandeur were conveyed to Alexandria to beautify its palaces, or to adorn the neighbouring cities.

It is also here foretold that there shall no more be a native prince of the land of Egypt. Her dynasties had subsisted from Menes, her first king, who is said to have reigned in the year of the world 2251, to the destruction of the Pharaohs by Nebuchadnezzar, which terminated the reign of the Egyptian princes, and showed the fulfilment of prophecy, and the judgments of God upon the oppressors of his people.

Ezekiel 30:15. I will cut off the multitude of No. The prophet Nahum asks Nineveh, What art thou better than populous No, whose rampart was the sea; yet she was carried away into captivity. Cyaxares, king of Media, and Nabopolassar king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar’s father, took Nineveh, and destroyed the Assyrian empire about twenty three years after this, and so fulfilled the prophecy of Nahum and Zephaniah. The priests of Memphis told Herodotus, as in the beginning of his second book, Euterpe, that Menes was the first king that had ever reigned, and that the Egyptians were the first nation who had discovered the names of the twelve gods, which the Greeks had borrowed. That they were also the first who had erected altars to the gods, and introduced statues into the temples. That in Menes’ time all Egypt was a morass, excepting Thebaid, of which Thebes was the capital. That the land from the lake Mereotis to the sea had then no existence; and that the country for seven days’ journey had been warped up by depositions of the water. And from the appearance of the country this judicious traveller entirely concurs in opinion with the ancient priests of Egypt.

Juvenal describes No-ammon as the old Thebes, having a hundred fortified gates. Atque vetus Thebae centum jacet obruta.—Sat. 15. It is called by the Greeks Diospolis, the city of Jupiter, Lower Egypt being formed by depositions of the sea and the Nile: the sea once indented itself as high as Thebes. It is probable that the Ethiopians, prior to the annals of history, had sacked this city, and ruined upper Egypt, which flourished again after the expulsion of the shepherds. Genesis 46:34. Herodotus says that Egypt, in the time of king Amasis, had twenty thousand towns and villages densely populated.

The ruins of Thebes, surnamed Hecatompylos, because of its hundred gates, are found on the eastern shore of the Nile, in north latitude 25’ 40. The geologist will make no scruple to believe the prophet Nahum, that the sea once reached the ramparts of Thebes. The Rev. Mr. Ray has proved that the sea once washed the shores of Canterbury, and that there are six acres of oysters near Reading. The tides once played, and for a long time, at the foot of the Craven hills near Keighley in Yorkshire, depositing a broad line of bowlders, and also mixed with bowlders of limestone, and of a character quite dissimilar from any liases in this country. 

Ezekiel 30:17. The young men of Aven and of Phibeseth. The Vulgate reads, Heliopolis, the city of the sun, and Babastos. The former city is the Greek name for On.

REFLECTIONS.
We are here struck with the exact accomplishment of the prophecies against Egypt, against its cities and its princes, by the wars of Assyria and surrounding nations. When the measure was full, the visitation came. Therefore Isaiah, Nahum, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, must have been inspired by Him to whom futurity is without a veil. What instruction then should the ruins of ancient cities where powerful kings once reigned, suggest to the flourishing cities of Europe who imitate them in every species of crime, and forget the Lord, who does what he pleases in the heavens above, and in the earth below. Ah, we want all the energies of religion to be in active operation, to counteract the evils of the heart, that righteousness and peace may everywhere flourish and abound. 

31 Chapter 31 

Verses 1-18
Ezekiel 31:1. In the eleventh year, in the third month, in the first day, about a month before Jerusalem was taken by storm.

Ezekiel 31:3; Ezekiel 31:8. The Assyrian was a (tall) cedar. The Vulgate reads, none of the cedars in the paradise of God were taller or fairer than he. A fine figure of the Babylonian empire.

As the heights of Lebanon are the soil congenial to the cedar, this text favours the ancient opinion, that paradise was seated on a mountain, which would be the earliest land fit for habitation; and not cold, because the highest mountain had at that time only a small elevation above the seas. This idea relieves geology of the darkness which involves the formation of secondary rocks. They succeed the primitive rocks, which are massive; whereas the secondary are tabular, and often mixed with organic remains; and particularly so in the superior formations. The retirement of the waters from the continuous elevation of the mountains by subterranean crystalization, would give time for the secondary rocks to form in all their genera, species, families, and varieties. In the district from Bristol rocks to Chippenham hills, after a residence of seven years on the ground, I perceive the following order of the larger strata.

(1) The granite at the mouth of the Avon.

(2) The mountain limestone.

(3) The puddingstone.

(4) The oldest red sandstone, and the whiter sandstone.

(5) The oldest marine coal in the deep pits of Clandown.

(6) The recent marine coal of Kingswood to the vicinity of Bath.

(7) The shelly or brown limestone, full of organic remains.

(8) The oolite, or fine stone for masonry, lying in couches, and always approached with rubble.

(9) The chalk.

(10) The red ground with quartzose rocks, and timber coal, and organic remains floated from the torrid zones, as in Dudley, with veins of recent sandstone superposed.

All these formations were effectuated by the Noachial deluge, and subsequent inundations. Of the gradual retirement of the ocean, the whole face of nature is replete with proof. What need then of myriads of ages before the birth of man?

Ezekiel 31:6. The fowls of heaven made their nests in his boughs. The nations which formed alliances with Babylon are his branches, the long arms of his power.

Ezekiel 31:12. Strangers, the Medes, have cut him off. The allegory of the fall of Babylon is continued, by the lopping off the branches, and the final fall of this vast cedar.

Ezekiel 31:14; Ezekiel 31:18. Thou shalt be brought down—to the nether parts of the earth: thou shalt lie in the midst of the uncircumcised. The prophet returns here from the cedar of Babylon to the king of Egypt, who shall fall with his armies before the Chaldeans; yea, their souls, it would seem, should go to the shades beneath; for when the scriptures speak of the death of a good man, they say that he was gathered to his people. Virgil, in like manner, Æneid 6., represents the wicked who fall in war, as going to Tartarus, the kingdom of Pluto. This idea of the final justice of God operates in deterring men from crimes, and demonstrates the righteousness of the supreme Being. Yet it does not exclude any one from the grace of true repentance.

REFLECTIONS.
How dreadfully do the wicked scourge one another. Israel must be the first to fall. Then Egypt her ally, then Babylon, then Persia, then Greece, and lastly, the iron power of Rome. These empires sunk in succession like the mighty swells of the ocean, and but faintly left their traces behind. They fell by the overflowing scourge, which came suddenly upon them, and involved the rich and the poor in one common ruin. But the poor, who may survive, have some resources in the labours of their hands.

Lay not up then, oh my soul, thy treasures in earthly banks; build not thy mansion on the sand. Blessed is the man who has the Lord for his rock, and trusts alone in his salvation. 

32 Chapter 32 

Verses 1-32
Ezekiel 32:2. Son of man, take up a lamentation for Pharaoh, compose a funeral elegy for Egypt. Send out thy letters to Egypt as Jeremiah wrote to Babylon, and give them a space for repentance. Say, the lion of the gentiles is coming against him. Herodotus in his second book, Euterpe, relates how Egypt fell successively under the power of Babylon, Persia, and Greece.

Ezekiel 32:7-8. I will cover the heaven—and set darkness upon thy land. I will eclipse the sun, and all the stars of Egypt. This invasion of Nebuchadnezzar took place about four years after the fall of Jerusalem, and assuredly no scourge could be more severe. The conqueror said in his heart, “I will cut off nations not a few.”

Ezekiel 32:21-23. The strong among the mighty. The gibborim, the giants, who were destroyed at the deluge. Job 26:4-5. They shall speak to him out of hell—the wicked whose graves are in the sides of the pit. This is repeated from chap. 31:18. Without a doubt, the prophet here means the state of the dead in the world to come. And if the aspects of those men were so murderous on earth, what must their society be in hell. Send Lazarus that he may certify to my brothers that they come not to this place of torment.

Ezekiel 32:25-27. All of them uncircumcised, slain by the sword. Lowth quotes here a manuscript note in Sir John Chardin, an oriental traveller. En Mingrelie ils dorment tous leur epée sous leur tête. “In Mingrelia they all sleep with their swords under their heads, and their arms by their sides. They are buried in the same manner, with their arms put in the same position.” Herodotus says, that Egypt once had eleven hundred cities, and twenty thousand villages, densely populated; but after those wars, the slaughter being countless, Egypt never recovered the blow. 

33 Chapter 33 

Verses 1-33
Ezekiel 33:2. If the people of the land take a man— and set him for their watchman; and if he be asleep, and blow not the trumpet when the invading army approaches, all are agreed that he ought to die. How much more then a priest, a prophet specially invested with that highest trust of heaven, the souls of men.

Ezekiel 33:7. Oh son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel. See Ezekiel 3:15.

Ezekiel 33:10. If our transgressions and our sins be upon us, and we pine away in them. When Ezekiel revolted the jews by these words, as in Ezekiel 24:23, he cited the denunciation of Moses against apostasy. “Ye shall perish among the heathen, and the land of your enemies shall eat you up; and they that are left of you shall pine away in their iniquity in the enemy’s land.” Leviticus 26:38. The prophet cited this prediction to bring the jews to repentance, but they turned it to despair, and reproached the Lord with injustice, by saying, and with constant repetitions, that “his ways were not equal;” that their punishments were greater than their faults. Certainly, God gave the jews a power by covenant grace to abstain from idolatry, and the immolation of their children to Moloch, else how could he destroy them for those sins? How gracious then, that heaven should yet say to a nation in full revolt against their Maker, Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways.

But there’s a voice of sovereign grace, Sounds from the sacred word; Oh, ye despairing sinners come, And trust upon the Lord.
Ezekiel 33:21. In the twelfth year of our captivity. Ezekiel was led away with Jehoiachin, who is called Jeconiah, and Zedekiah was appointed to succeed him on the throne; but there might be a small loss of time between the taking of the city and the appointment of Zedekiah; for it is a surprising circumstance that Jerusalem should be taken in the eleventh year, the tenth day, the fifth month of Zedekiah’s reign; and Ezekiel not hearing of it till a year, and five months, and five days had elapsed. However terrible the tidings, they conferred the highest honour on prophecy. 

Ezekiel 33:22. My mouth was opened, and I was no more dumb. The fugitive having apprised him that Jerusalem was smitten, he addresses himself to the jews allowed to remain in the land, still in their blood, and still attached to their idols. He preaches to them on the banks of Chebar, as Jeremiah preached in Judea, and declares that the sword, the wild beasts, and the pestilence should still pursue them. The same Spirit inspired both the prophets to say the same things. There is no peace to the wicked: the war of heaven against them is like the brake of the sea roaring on the beach. Mercy can never be preached to men who retain their sins under the severest visitations of providence.

Ezekiel 33:26. Ye stand, or lie down, or lean upon your sword. There are many glosses on this text. Some suppose it means a cruel mode of putting men to death; but being joined with working abominations, I think Dr. Spencer right in supposing it to be a pagan mode of putting their sacrifice into a vessel or pit, while they consulted their evil genius, and standing with their swords drawn to keep demons at a distance.

REFLECTIONS.
The first object which strikes us here, next to the watchman’s duty before considered, is the long suspension of all divine communication, which shows that the captives were confirmed in the old habits of idolatry and vice. God answers not the wicked except in wrath. Saul and Johanan, and many others, could obtain no answers, though they had intercourse and were acquainted with the first of prophets.

The captives made despondency an apology for crimes. When they asked Ezekiel why he mourned not for the sudden death of his wife, he informed them of the carnage which should be in Jerusalem of their relatives left behind, and that there should be no mourning for them; and as they repented not in exile, so their iniquities should be upon them, and they should pine away in their sins. This word revolted all their feelings; and perhaps their unbelief kept them from stoning the prophet. Hence they took occasion to charge all their calamities on the iron fate of God’s supposed decrees, and resolved to live as happy as they could in impenitence and sin.

The Lord is highly indignant when mortals charge their miseries on his government and care. Hence we seem to hear him say, Go, go, Ezekiel, go and undeceive them concerning the blind doctrines of a pagan fate: go tell them that this fate is all a fable which the wicked gentiles have invented to shift the blame of guilt from their labouring consciences to providence. Go and tell them that I abhor it as the worst error that ever entered the human heart, an error which torporizes moral sentiments, obstructs repentance, and reproaches heaven: go and tell them that I denounce and detest it by oath. I would swear by the heavens which shed so many blessings on their heads, but they shall wax old as doth a garment. I would swear by these hills and vales which nourish them with bread, though polluted with their sin; but they also shall pass away. I swear therefore by myself; for I know the truth and cannot lie. I swear that I may for ever confound all libellous reproaches of my impartial providence. I swear that I may clear up my righteousness as the sun at noon day, and charge the whole of human misery on human guilt. I farther declare that I have no pleasure in the death of a sinner, it being my positive pleasure that he should turn and live. Yea, I appeal to all my works of providence and grace for the confirmation of this grand truth. I appeal to all my feelings as a Father, to all the wooings of my Spirit, and to all the tears of my prophets which cry throughout all ages, Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways, for why will ye die, oh house of Israel.

God having cleared his providence of the horrible doctrine of fating men to eternal death, and attached the whole blame to the wicked, next most tenderly expostulates with a people who erred in the ways of sin. Why will ye die? I have been to you a nursing Father. Why will ye not love me? I have opened a bleeding altar, even Calvary, that the foulest of sinners may approach. Why will ye stay at a distance in shame and sin? I have borne and had patience. I have stretched out my hands all the day long to a gainsaying people. My prophets have laboured and wept: they aver, being filled with my Spirit, that their hearts’ desire and prayer is, that Israel might he saved. Why will you thwart the ministry of grace? I have aided the ministry with slow and gentle corrections. Why will you fight against me? You are beloved for your fathers’ sake; you have been to me a pleasant vineyard. I have planted you with the choice vine of Sorek; and what could I have done for my vineyard that I have not done? Why then will ye prefer idols to me? Why will you prefer shame to glory, death to eternal life; yea, and force me at last to cast you off, and to elect the gentiles for my peculiar people. Thus, oh Israel, my ways are equal; for when the righteous man leaves my worship for that of idols, he shall die; and when the wicked man turns from his wickedness, he shall live. But your ways are unequal, and the whole blame of your misery lies at your own door. See this subject illustrated in chap. 18.

To conclude, I cannot here deny myself the pleasure of recommending Richard Baxter’s Call to the Unconverted, written on this text. He began the work at the request of archbishop Usher, and extended it to the length of about four sermons. The preface is admirable, as well as the work. It ran through more than twenty editions during the author’s life; it has awakened many careless sinners, and deserves to be studied, analyzed, and imitated by all ministers. His little book on Matthew 22:5, and on Hebrews 4:9, are possessed of equal merit. The late Mr. Edwards has favoured the christian world with an octavo edition of Baxter’s works, a treasure indeed to families and ministers. 

34 Chapter 34 

Verses 1-31
Ezekiel 34:2. Woe to the shepherds of Israel. The character of the pastors which follow, distinguishes the industrious from the idle shepherds: the words apply to magistrates and ministers. A magistrate, says Plato in his republic, should regard himself as sustaining the office of a shepherd, who makes the care of the flock his chief profession, and not as a man who goes to a feast to indulge in appetite, or to a market for gain.—From Eusebius. See on Isaiah 56:11.

Ezekiel 34:12. As a shepherd seeketh out his flock, scattered and dispersed by the calamities of war, so will I seek out my sheep. We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. The Lord’s portion is his people, Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. He extended his particular care to the captive jews. None of the conquered nations of western Asia, were restored with munificence like the jews. He calls them his people, his sheep, his children. In all their afflictions, he was himself afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them. Isaiah 63:9.

Ezekiel 34:15. I will feed my flock. Augustine remarks here, (Tract. de pastoribus, caput 2.) The Lord does not say, I will appoint over them other good shepherds, who shall do this, but I will feed my sheep, and never commit them to the care of others. Else what would become of those who have idle shepherds? Christ is the great Shepherd and Bishop of our souls; and a shepherd who never slumbers, nor leaves his flock. The idle shepherds have trampled your pastures; they have scattered and slaughtered the sheep.

Ezekiel 34:22-23. I will save my flock—and will set up one shepherd over them, even Christ the good shepherd. The Mazoretic Jews contend that this means Zerubbabel; but rabbi David says that the ancient jews understood it of the Messiah, of whom Zerubbabel was only a figure. Such also is the sense of all the christian fathers. “Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that shall burn as an oven, and all the bad shepherds, and all that do wickedly shall be as stubble.” Malachi 4:1. This shepherd must be Christ, because he lives with the flock throughout all ages.

Ezekiel 34:24. My servant David, that is, beloved, or by a metonymy which puts one name for another, Jesus Christ the son of David, and of the seed of Abraham. The ancient jews allowed that the Messiah was meant in this place. Zerubbabel was a pastor and a prince, but he did not do for Israel what is here promised.

Ezekiel 34:25. I will make with them a covenant of peace, comprising all the glorious things spoken of the city of God, in the latter day; even the everlasting covenant, confirmed both to jews and gentiles. Isaiah 54:4-5.

Ezekiel 34:29. I will raise up for them a plant of renown. משׂע לשׁם matta leshem, “a plantation to the name:” so our unitarians read, for with them any construction is pure which obliterates the name of Christ from the Hebrew scriptures. But the LXX read, φυτον ειρηνης, a plant of peace, alluding to the Messiah’s title, the prince of peace. In Ezekiel 19:14, it is said, she hath “no strong rod (matta) to be a sceptre.” “Behold, I will smite with the rod (matta) that is in my hand.” Exodus 7:17. “Jonathan put forth the end of his rod (matta) and tasted the honey.” 1 Samuel 14:27. “Oh Assyrian, the staff (matta) of my indignation.” Isaiah 10:5; Isaiah 10:24. In Job the word is applied, not to a plantation, but to a single tree, which “when cut down will bud from the root like a plant:” Job 14:9. These texts sufficiently prove that Messiah is the plant, whose name is above every name. He is the good shepherd of the flock, who bears the crozier in his hand, and is, like Moses and Jonathan, invested with the princely rod. He is the stem of Jesse, glorious among the converted gentiles. The flock flourishes in his green pastures, and reposes under his shadow. But alas, they droop and die when fed with unitarian philosophy.

Ezekiel 34:31. The flock of my pasture are men; and I am your God. I beg leave to translate rabbi Abarbanel’s comment on this passage. “This prophecy was not fulfilled during the second house, [temple] but it shall be fulfilled in the future days of the Messiah. These things I will fully prove; first, because the Lord says, I will lead them from the nations, and will gather them from all parts of the earth. But during the second temple, none came, except from Babylon, and the rest of the people were not gathered from their dispersions in the earth.

“Secondly, I prove it from what is said; David my servant shall be a prince in the midst of them.

“Thirdly, from the words of the promise. I will plant them, or make with them a covenant of peace; and they shall no more be scattered among the nations, nor be any more a reproach among the heathen. But during the second temple, there were incessant wars, and no covenant of peace. Now they were under the Persians, now under the Greeks, now under the Romans; so that those promises were not fulfilled, I will break off their yoke, and deliver them from their hand; and from the servitude to which they had studiously been reduced. Then shall they afterwards be delivered from the Roman captivity, in which they have been made to suffer. All those events prove, that the prophecy regards the future, in which all these promises shall be accomplished.”

REFLECTIONS.
The idle and wicked shepherds, here denounced by the Lord, were collectively the magistrates, priests, and prophets of Judah. Against these Jeremiah was directed to level hard strokes, as we have before explained. Jeremiah 2:8; Jeremiah 3:15; Jeremiah 10:21. They took no care of the flock so solemnly committed to their charge; they suffered them to stray on all the mountains to worship idols, and afterwards to dance, drink, and plunge into all the mysteries of pagan impurity; but they wrung from them with an iron hand all the revenues of office.

We have the judgment denounced against the idle shepherds. As God required the life of the people at the hand of the slumbering watchmen, so he required the flock at the shepherds’ hands. He is Lord of the inheritance, and the higher servants must give a more particular account. Men must not only give an account for their own souls, but in a relative sense, for all the souls committed to their care. What then must be the hell of those unhappy shepherds! Let us imagine for a moment, that we see this noble and ignoble crowd go down alive to Tophet, reeking under the bloody sword of the Chaldeans; and let us ask what sort of looks would the poor make to those priests who had kept back the law, and whose consecrated hands had assisted to set up Venus in the house of God. What sort of reproaches would the horrors and anguish of hell inspire them to make; and what sort of torments would the desponding malice of their state urge them to inflict. What a portrait for all future magistrates and ministers to contemplate. What a sermon to the conscience, which says, oh man, be what thou oughtest, and faithfully discharge thy duty, or altogether renounce thy office and thy gain. After removing the idle shepherds, the Lord will place his flock in faithful hands. David his anointed, David his beloved Son, who laid down his life to deliver the lamb out of the teeth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, shall be their good shepherd for ever. Yea, and he shall have the sole nomination of all the helping shepherds, who shall feed his flock with knowledge and with understanding. All this began to be accomplished when Jesus went about doing good, and when he sent his servants into all the world to preach the gospel to every creature.

The Lord also promises more fully to heal and to gather his scattered flock under the abundance of millennium glory. There shall then be no evil beasts in the land, for the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and no persecutor shall devour the flock. The earth shall then bring forth its original encrease, to nourish the people with bread; and Israel, the true Israel, shall no more be a prey to the heathen, either by the Babylonian captivity, or by the Roman dispersion. This must be the fair import of the promise; for all favourable periods to which it may be applied, were but as drops before the shower. See the general Reflections at the end of Isaiah. 

35 Chapter 35 

Verses 1-15
Ezekiel 35:2. Son of man, set thy face against mount Seir; that is, Idumea. Genesis 36:9. “The Nabatheans having driven the Edomites out of their ancient habitation during the Babylonian captivity, they settled themselves in the south of Judea, where they were afterwards conquered by Hyrcanus, obliged to embrace judaism, and were incorporated with the jews.” Prideaux. Thus Esau’s remnant, being circumcised, became joint heirs of Christ with the seed of Jacob.

Ezekiel 35:14. When the whole earth rejoiceth, I will make thee desolate. Cyrus restored many nations, besides the jews, but Edom remained desolate, or was inhabited by strangers. Thus the Lord prepared blood for Esau’s race, and blood pursued them. Thus also the Lord loved Jacob, and hated Esau, because Esau hated not blood, as in the sixth verse. Thus the elder literally served the younger in his posterity, when his mountains were laid waste for the dragons of the wilderness, by successive invasions. It is allowed that God does more for one man and for one nation, than for another; and that he preferred Jacob to Esau by his sovereign pleasure; but what impartial man can view Esau’s diminished race, now circumcised and incorporated with the jews by Hyrcanus, who was both highpriest and prince, and coolly affirm that God has predestinated any man to eternal death? See Reflections on Jeremiah 49. 

Ezekiel 36:8-12. But ye, oh mountains of Israel, ye shall shoot forth your branches. Agriculture revived under the government of Zerubbabel, and the mountains once more became verdant; yet this was only a faint figure of the real glory which shall follow in the days of the Messiah. Rabbi Abarbanel understands the prophecy in this sense, as appears in Ezekiel 34:31.

Ezekiel 36:23. I will sanctify my great name (JEHOVAH) which ye have profaned. This relates chiefly to worship; and it is apparent that since the Babylonish captivity, the Hebrew nation have neither bowed the knee nor raised the hand to idols.

The heathen shall know that I am the Lord. On this subject Origen says, “The miserable jews acknowledge that this is a prophecy of the presence of Christ; but of whose person they are stupidly ignorant, though they see his words accomplished. When, before his advent, did the land of Britain agree in the worship of one God? When did the land of Mauritania, (literally the land of the blacks) when did the whole globe at once agree in this?

Whereas now, on account of the church’s spread to the uttermost boundaries of the world, the whole earth rejoices to invoke the God of Israel.” Origen, hom. 4. apud Ezekiel.
Ezekiel 36:24-28. I will take you from among the heathen—and will bring you into your own land. This was done under the auspices of Cyrus, and with a strong and mighty hand. Yet as Abarbanel notices, the promises respecting peace still remain to be fulfilled.

On these verses, I heard good Mr. Simeon of Cambridge preach in behalf of the jews. He observed that christians have generally cut off the head and feet of the passage, and taken only the trunk: they have overlooked the gathering of the jews to their own land in the latter day. But with all due deference it may be observed, that though it is highly probable that the jews will be gathered to Jerusalem, and in considerable numbers, and that they will have a temple and sacrifices; yet we cannot assent that the earthly Zion, devoid of navigation, shall ever become the mother-city of the world. We cannot give up St. Paul, that the true Zion is the spiritual and heavenly Jerusalem, built above the mountains, and with living stones. Isaiah 2, 28, 60-66. Micah 4.

Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you. Ceremonial uncleannesses under the law, for which the altar provided no sacrifice, and are therefore called “dead works,” were removed by the burning of a heifer without the camp, and mixing its ashes with running water, which was sprinkled upon the unclean, to take away their ceremonial defilement. Numbers 19. Hebrews 9:13-14. In like manner the Lord will take away the moral pollution of his people in the latter day, by sprinkling clean water upon them, and opening a fountain to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness. See on Jeremiah 31.

Ezekiel 36:37. I will yet for this be enquired of by the house of Israel. These blessings, the subjects of daily prayer, may be comprised under three heads. The land of their fathers given back, the presence of Jehovah as their God, and salvation from all the impurities of their dispersion. In that day Christ will have but one fold of jews and gentiles, the original promises being given to “all the families, the tribes and nations of the earth.”

REFLECTIONS.
Here we see a radiant sun rising on Israel with refulgent beams. The promises, like clouds of refreshing rain, scatter their blessings on every age. They were, in one form or other, continually repeated, and in all the glowing powers of oriental language. But however justified the prophets might be in the use of hyperbole and metaphor, they could not lie, and write what was absolutely false: yet this would obviously be the case with their unqualified promises of peace and prosperity to the country, and of the conversion of the gentile world, if their predictions were restricted to the weak but rising times of Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah. And if the waste places were rebuilt, why then, whole Palestina, dost thou lie very much in ruins to this day? Consequently the gracious cloud of covenant blessings only scattered its drops on jewish ages, and gave showers to the primitive church, reserving its fulness or the residue of the Spirit for the mountain of holiness in the glory of the latter day.

Temporal mercies we see are promised to the mountains of Israel, after having lain waste for seventy years, from the first captivity. God promises them a flourishing culture, an encreased population, the rebuilding of their ruins and wastes, and innumerable flocks to adorn their fields. Yea, smiling health should accompany their toils, for the land should devour men no more.

Spiritual blessings should also be comprised in their temporal ones, just as the kernel is enclosed in the shell. God would cleanse them from all the impurities they had contracted among the heathen by idols, by marriages, and by customs, as he had cleansed their fathers at Horeb. He would give them a new or regenerate heart; he would give them a new spirit, a renewed mind and will. He would cause them to walk in his statutes, and to keep his judgments. This purification Nehemiah and others effectuated in a small degree.

Hence christian holiness, and all the blessings of the new covenant are here principally implied, St. Paul has illustrated the correspondent prophecy in Jeremiah 31:33, in accordance with this sentiment. Hebrews 8:9-10. The jews all looked for the bringing in of a better hope. They had a laver in which they washed; but David says, I will wash mine hands in innocency. They had the blood of sprinkling; but a better fountain was expected to be opened for sin and for uncleanness. They had circumcision, but true circumcision is that of the heart. They had the law written on tables of stone; but the Messiah, who says, thy law is within me, here promises to write it on the heart.

When the church is thus sanctified, God promises the fulness of exterior blessings: Ezekiel 36:29. “I will call for the corn.” This land which was desolate, shall become as the garden of Eden. In the millennium the fertility of the earth shall correspond with the immensity of its population, with the righteousness of the people, and with all the spiritual glory with which the earth shall be filled. See the general reflections at the end of Isaiah.

For all these blessings, whether of sanctification or of millennial glory, God will be enquired of in prayer; for the duty and the promise are everywhere connected in the sacred writings. And it is very remarkable, that when St. Paul mentions holiness of heart at large, it is generally with the most fervent supplications for its attainment. Thus for the Ephesians he bowed his knee, that they might be rooted and grounded in love, and be filled with all the fulness of God. Likewise, for the Thessalonians, he prayed that the very God of peace would sanctify them wholly. This is still the only way for men to attain purity of heart, and the mind of Christ. Let us henceforth ask them with a fervour becoming their worth, and suitable to our wants; and let us pray the Lord to hasten his kingdom, that his way may be known upon earth, and his saving health among all nations. 

36 Chapter 36 

37 Chapter 37 

Verses 1-28
Ezekiel 37:14. I will put my Spirit in you, and ye shall live. A moral resurrection shall pass upon the people of Israel; the Lord shall “bring them up out of their graves,” where they have long been buried in unbelief, and quicken those who were dead in trespasses and sins. By his Spirit he will illuminate the understanding, renew and sanctify the heart, and build them up a holy temple for the Lord.

Ezekiel 37:19. I will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim— with the stick of Judah—and they shall be one in my hand. Some critics make much to do about the ten lost tribes. My opinion is, that there are no such tribes in existence, because they were reduced so low by various wars as to be able to bring into the field against the Syrians only seven thousand infantry, and about two hundred and thirty cavalry. Many of the captives being intermarried with the heathen, they were again planted in Samaria; and those of the ten tribes who were more pure, united themselves with Judah under Zerubbabel. Thus excepting the Samaritans, whom we find excommunicated, John 4., the two sticks literally became one. Dr. Buchanan found a town of jews in India, who had lost their colour. A nation of white Indians is found on the southern shore of the Missouri. Both the Welsh and the Jews are solicitous to know more of their language, their manners and customs.

Ezekiel 37:24. And David my servant shall be king over them, as is illustrated in chap. 34.

REFLECTIONS.
Between the mount of Olives and Jerusalem was the valley of the son of Hinnom, or of striking children; called also the valley of Tophet or drums, which were employed to deafen the cries of the infants burnt to Moloch. In this valley the angel slew the hundred and eighty five thousand Assyrians, for which reason it is called the valley of dead bodies. Jeremiah 31:40. Here Solomon, having superinduced a premature dotage by an excess of connubial indulgence, built a high place to the abomination of Moab, and another to the abomination of Ammon. 1 Kings 11:7. Here Judah were ensnared by habitual idolatry, and forfeited the covenant protection of the Lord. Hence they are repeatedly menaced, that in this valley God would purge their pollutions with the blood of their sons and daughters; for the Chaldeans had no pity on the young man, or the maiden; on the sucking child, or him that stooped for age. 2 Chronicles 36. Hence also Ezekiel, from the prodigies of death and slaughter in this tragic valley and field, seems to have conceived the idea of a valley full of dry bones; and in a moral view, to have transferred the idea to the parched and desponding situation of his brethren in captivity. But they were revived as with a resurrection from the dead by his ministry, and by the proclamations of the Persians for their restoration. Prophecy and promise, when embraced by faith, have the happy effects of diminishing present sufferings, and of anticipating future salvation.

With these views the hand of the Lord was on the prophet, which seemed to reach him from under the wing of the cherub, and he was carried out by the Spirit, not in reverie of thought, but in the visions of God. He walked through the dreadful field where the remains of human nature laid profuse as the leaves of autumn; where the prince and the peasant reposed undisturbed by rank, and where the whitened bones of inveterate foes were strewed in friendly society. Here the fond hope of innumerable houses had fallen without having power to utter their bleeding anguish in the ear of parent or of love. Oh cursed effects of war, to hurry a host into eternity in the fury of passion, and the career of vengeance.

After viewing the tragic field, Ezekiel seemed to stand on the rising ground, crying, Oh ye dry bones, hear ye the word of the Lord! And crying in the Spirit of Him who said to the chaos, Let there be light, behold the slumbering world awoke. Every bone found his fellow, the ligaments united the frame, terminating in muscles of flesh, which gave form and figure to man. An infinitude of rivers and rivulets intersected the little world. Skin of the finest texture and vermilion tints on the youthful cheeks, gave a covering to the whole; but there was no breath in them. Then turning his views to heaven, that the Father of spirits would finish the work he had begun, he implored life from the living God, and Israel lived, and returned to Zion, an army of the Lord of hosts. Now as Christ often improved his miracles by a spiritual turn of thought, so we may improve this astonishing restoration of the jews, to illustrate the conversion of sinners.

Man in his fallen state is dead in trespasses and sins, he has lost the life of God. He is dry and parched, for in his flesh dwelleth no good thing. He has lain a long time in that most piteous situation, so that he is not only dry, but with man there is no hope of his conversion. The calamity is not solitary, but universal: behold there were very many in the open valley.

To raise and recover fallen man, ministers must not only be impelled with the spirit of faith and love, but they must mix among the wicked, as the physicians with the sick. We may stay in our closets learning our Master’s wisdom till we neglect to do our Master’s work. We must mix among the dry bones, watch their passions, trace their habits, and learn their evasions of conscience, and of the gospel.

Ministers thus acquainted with their mission must cry aloud in the power of the Spirit. Oh ye dry bones, ye dead and lifeless souls, hear ye the word of the Lord: and when ministers preach, and the people pray in the spirit, a degree of the same power still attends the word as when God created the universe. Through faith we know that the worlds were framed by the word of God; and by the same word a new and spiritual world is called into existence. The deaf are made to hear, the blind open their eyes, the slumbering conscience awakes with the pungency of returning life. Alarm and terror seize the guilty.

Now the silence of conviction reigns in the assembly, next the noise and shaking follow, and the cry, what must I do to be saved? What a noise; what a shaking; what a conflict to shun hell, and to gain heaven.

The awakened passions, having for a time occasioned tumult and terror in the soul, are composed by the seasonable and consoling application of the promises. Behold, saith the Lord, I will lay sinews and flesh upon you, and will cover your skin. I will pardon all your sins, I will cleanse and sanctify your nature, I will open your graves of darkness and corruption, will quicken you to an immortal life, and restore you to the bosom of Zion, the habitation of my holiness. Here perturbation settles into the calm and sweetness of genuine repentance. The soul relying on the promises, brings forth all the fruits of reformation, and seeks the Lord in all the appointed means of grace. The dry bones at first resumed the appearance of men wanting life; and the awakened sinner has the form of godliness, but wants the witness of God’s converting love shed abroad in his heart. Romans 5:5.

When ministers succeed in promoting a law-work on the mind, always in due time mixing comfort with terror, they must turn their eyes to heaven, and become advocates and intercessors for the promised Comforter to descend on a contrite people. Come from the four winds, oh breath, as on the day of Pentecost, and breathe upon these slain that they may live. Our sermons have too much of the didactic: we divide, explain, and teach. We dwell on words and truths already understood. But after setting good things before an audience, why may we not assist piety in uttering the wishes of their heart to obtain them? The frequent prayers which St. Paul mixes with his discourses, are the most pathetic and touching parts of his writings.

After the restoration of Israel, Ezekiel launches forth into the latter day glory, when David should be their king, and all divisions healed: and he enlarges on this subject throughout all the succeeding chapters. The christian who doubts of a glorious time expected in the earth, goes, however undesignedly, more than half way to meet the infidel world. We do assuredly expect the times of restitution, Acts 3:21; when religious sects will be so taken up, and elated with the glory of Christ, as to forego the badges of peculiarity and distinction. 

38 Chapter 38 

Verses 1-23
Ezekiel 38:2. Set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog. Gog is here taken for the king, or collectively for the princes of Scythia, Iberia, and the east. The Scythians descended from Magog. Genesis 10:2. They inhabited mount Caucasus, and the country east of the Black sea. The Mogul Tartars are also called Magog. The primitive fathers of the church give us no explication of Gog and Magog, except vaguely and figuratively referring the names to heretics, and to the persecutors of the church. Magog is most assuredly the country inhabited by the progeny of Japheth’s second son; and it would seem, for I speak with deference, that when the Jews shall be rëestablished in their own land, the Turks here alluded to, or the Turks and Tartars, will unite their forces to afflict the Jews, who are supposed to be but partially converted to christianity when this shall happen; and that the Messiah will, by some transient and visible appearance, destroy the unhallowed host, as he once destroyed the blaspheming Assyrians. This and the following chapter seem to import as much; and Zechariah appears also to speak decidedly on this point: Zechariah 14:3-15. The conversion of the Jews, it is then supposed, will be perfected by looking on Him whom their fathers have pierced. A finishing stroke will be given to infidelity, and the glorious millennium will immediately commence: yet there is no proof of Christ’s personal reign a thousand years on earth. I mention these glosses of prophecy merely as a ground of hope; the Lord will rectify our well-intended mistakes in the day of his glory.

Ezekiel 38:3. Behold, I am against thee, oh Gog. Professor Cocceius, whom I follow with pleasure, gives us quite another idea of Gog, Meshech, and Tubal. He cites cardinal Bellannine, De Romans Pont. lib. 3. cap. 18, who admits that this prophecy belongs to new-testament times, as is stated in the nineteenth and twentieth chapters of the Revelation, where it is said that Satan is gone out to seduce the nations from the four comers of the earth: as though he had in view those nations, the identical Gog and Magog of whom the prophet Ezekiel had spoken. We find in both those books the same invitation to the fowls of heaven, to gather themselves together to the supper of the great God, when the beast and the false prophet shall be taken alive, and cast into the abyss burning with fire and sulphur. All these events were to happen “in the end of the days, and in the last times.” How preposterous then must it be in Grotius and other Arians, to contend that Antiochus was the Gog of Ezekiel. After his days the calamities of the nations were not abated, but one woe followed another. After his days we hear of no Goel, no Redeemer coming to Zion, to those that turn from transgression in Jacob. Isaiah 59:20. By consequence, if the beast and the false prophet be the true Gog and Magog, the enemies of truth and righteousness, who spurn the easy yoke of Christ, they must expect a day of visitation, tremendous as the grace which they despise.

Ezekiel 38:5. Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya. These comprise the Mahomedans in Asia and Africa, and therefore indicate to us, that the Turkish religion, propagated by the sword, shall be put down by the sword. But infidel christians are equally aliens to the covenant and the promises, and shall therefore drink of the bitter cup. In this view the beloved city may prove to be, not Jerusalem beneath, but the new-testament church, whose wrongs the Redeemer will avenge, and so renew the evidences of revelation as to chace atheism and crime from the earth.

Ezekiel 38:6. The house of Togarmah. Gomer and Togarmah are the descendents of Japheth. Genesis 10:1-3. Gomer is generally identified with the Germans, and the descendents of Togarmah are supposed to inhabit the northern parts about the Black sea. These united are all that remain of the three first monarchies, the Babylonian, the Persian, and the Grecian, and are eventually to be confederate with Gog, the prince of Mosc and Tubal, inhabiting the land of Magog, the region between the Volga and the Don, to invade the land of Palestine after the return of the Jews, “to take a prey and to take a spoil,” but who are instantaneously to be destroyed by the immediate interposition of providence, in a manner similar to that of the ancient Sodomites: Ezekiel 38:22.

Ezekiel 38:8. After many days thou shalt be visited: in the latter years. Surely this, and to the fourteenth verse, cannot be restricted to the times of Judas Maccabeus, full of blood and tumult. No doubt it is a prediction that the Jews shall be gathered in the latter day, and that the Turks shall in part be destroyed.

Ezekiel 38:16-17. Oh Gog—art thou he of whom I have spoken in old time by my servants the prophets? Of whom have the prophets spoken, as drinking the cup of red wine from the Lord’s hands? Answer: all the enemies of the church, of whatever name or nation. It is especially noticed that God would now be sanctified in Gog, and by his visitations all the nations should know the equity of his judgments.

Ezekiel 38:19-20. Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking in the land of Israel. Not in Palestine alone, but in all the earth; for the shaking shall reach the fishes of the sea, the fowls of heaven, and the creeping things of the earth. What can that be but the shaking of all nations, and the luminous introduction of a new æra into the annals of redemption? Jerusalem below is too confined a spot for the Redeemer’s arm to be made bare, and all his enemies to be put under his feet. The Lord therefore, as in Ezekiel 38:23, will magnify himself in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that he, and he alone, is the Lord, the Christ, the King of kings, the blessed and only Potentate.

Ezekiel 38:22. I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood. These most terrific judgments on the Turks, who may regard the Jews as obtruding on their country, are as just as they are terrific. They have had christians scattered about in their country, and they have oppressed them in every city. They have had the light, but have resisted it, and have instituted the most bloody laws against any Turk who may embrace the christian faith. Justice will therefore one day drench them with the dregs of vengeance. 

39 Chapter 39 

Verses 1-29
Ezekiel 39:1. Behold, I am against thee, oh Gog. This second apostrophe to Gog denotes the superintending providence of God over the enemies of his church, and the certainty of their final overthrow. From Ezekiel 39:7-16, we have a view of the reformed state of the church. This is followed by the judgment on Gog; out of whose ruins the church arises with resplendent beams, and her “sun shall no more go down.”

Ezekiel 39:2. I will leave but the sixth part of thee; a small remnant to show the mercy of God, and to instruct the heathen in his justice. But the Munster and the Zurich old bibles read, “I will punish thee with six plagues;” and as there is no mention of six either in the Hebrew or in the Septuagint, it is thought they gather the reading from the pestilence, the blood, the brimstone, the fire, the hail, and the deluge mentioned in Ezekiel 38:22.

Ezekiel 39:3. I will smite thy bow out of thy left hand, and will cause thine arrows to fall out of thy right hand. This phrase is equivalent to the total routing of an army when they cast away their arms, and run for their lives. The use of the bow still subsists in some tribes of Asia. When the French were fighting the Russians in Poland, a body of Cossacks let fly on the French a shower of arrows, which failing of effect from the distance, our soldiers, says Napoleon, burst out into laughter.

Ezekiel 39:6. I will send a fire on Magog, and among them that dwell carelessly in the isles. The isles of Chetim, now Greece, appear to be intended, and all the coasts of Europe in the Mediterranean seas. By consequence, the war of the Lamb with the nations of Gog, Tubal, and Meshech, shall not be confined to Judea; it shall extend to all unbelievers, whether called christian or heathen. Such is the high decree of heaven respecting the Messiah and his church. “The nation and the kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted.” Isaiah 60:12. The knowledge of the Lord cannot cover the earth, as waters cover the sea, till the old leaven of atheism is purged from all the circles of society; till they all know the name of the Lord and worship him, from the least to the greatest.

Ezekiel 39:9. They shall burn them with fire seven years. It is of no avail for Arian critics to refer this chapter to occurrences under the Maccabees. After making all the deductions for hyperbole which the laws of language will allow, nothing has yet occurred in the jewish history to justify the language of the text. Here all the learned opposers of the glory of the latter day lose their labour. Their efforts tend to destroy the force of prophecy in general, and to lower the riches of divine grace.—It may also here be added, that the good men of that age shall not only burn their military armour, but all their books, as did the jewish exorcists under Paul’s ministry at Ephesus—their novels, their travels, their sciences, all of which are empoisoned with atheism and impiety. Then shall be fulfilled the promise made in both testaments: The meek shall inherit the earth, and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace. Psalms 27:11. Matthew 5:5.

Ezekiel 39:11. The valley of the passengers. The great road leading to Damascus, and east of the sea of Galilee.

Ezekiel 39:15-16. The valley of Hamon-gog, and also the name of the city— Hamonah. The LXX read, Polyandrion, a compound word from πολυς, many, and ανηρ, and ανδρος, man. It may apply to a graveyard full of bones. But why not repeat the prophet’s own words, in Ezekiel 30:15, and Nahum 3:8; No-hammon, or populous No? As Noah-hammon was the first city of that patriarch, then we find Africa included, as well as Asia and Europe, in the war of the Lamb.

Ezekiel 39:25. Now will I bring again the captivity of Jacob, and collect them under the wings of the Messiah, as was seen in a former vision: chap. 1, 10. They shall also be fully delivered from the long afflictions of the Roman captivity, if the words of their own rabbins may apply here. The prophet also adds, I will have mercy upon the whole house of Israel. St. Paul repeatedly associates here the whole christian world as now brought nigh by the blood of Christ, engrafted on the stock of Abraham, and received into the commonwealth of Israel.

Ezekiel 39:27. When I—am sanctified in them in the sight of many nations. The glory of the millennium, or as St. Peter says, The times of the restitution of all things shall commence, of which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began. Acts 3:21. See the General Reflections at the end of Isaiah. 

REFLECTIONS.—CHAP. 38, 39.
These two chapters contain Ezekiel’s vision of the war of the Lamb, with the last enemies of his church, as when he once pleaded in the valley of Jehoshaphat with all nations, which composed the Assyrian army; and when in one night his angel slew one hundred and eighty five thousand. These were but a faint figure of what he will do in the great day of his wrath. For as Gog and No-hammon designate multitudes, so the slain of the Lord shall be many.

This war shall be levied against all the unbelieving jews, who continue to blaspheme the name of Jesus, and call our christian scriptures the book of Aven, or wickedness. It shall be against Tubal and Meshech, the Turks of Asia and the Indian priesthood, if they shall finally resist the gospel. It shall be against the multitude of No, the bloody Turks and rebels of Africa. It shall be against the isles of the gentiles, for so the nations of Europe were designated in the phrases of the Hebrews.

What then shall be thy fall, oh altar, altar!— the French Academy that with one hand shook the throne, and with the other the church? The voice is to you, and all your sceptical offspring, scattered throughout christendom. Oh children of reason, gods of science; you, you have the power to exterminate religion, to burn the bible, to supersede the sabbath, to dissolve the covenant of marriage! Drink wine, sing the song, that wine is better than all the Latin in the Sorbon. Oh kings, live for ever. Eat, drink, and be merry, for to-morrow you die. Oh illustrious scribes of nature, tutors of Europe, can you read the hand-writing? You are weighed in the balances, and found wanting; your kingdom is numbered and finished. Patrons of music, can you hear the sound of the trumpet? The Lamb is become a lion; he roars out of Zion; he utters his voice from Jerusalem. Immanuel, at the head of his armies, is in full march against you. His banners, the lightnings of an angry God, shine out. He has long kept silence: now his thunders speak. He is on his white horse; his vesture is baptized in blood; his sword has two edges; he will fight in the ranks like a captain. Let your hearts faint with fear; hide in the caverns of the earth. The pestilence, the malignant cholera marches before him; the fire devours; the sword shall be bathed in blood. When he begins he will also make an end: revolt and atheism shall exist no more. The sentence is pronounced that all his enemies shall be slain before his face. But, oh my soul, how shalt thou appear! Let Zion put the question; “Who may abide the day of his coming?” Malachi 3:2. 

40 Chapter 40 

Verses 1-49
Ezekiel 40:1. In the five and twentieth year of our captivity. When the pious jews were dispirited, the Lord revived them with the hopes of a better temple than that which Solomon had built. This which Ezekiel now saw, in the visions of God, was of larger dimensions than the whole of old Jerusalem, and the city which he saw was larger than the whole land of Canaan. Consequently, it must be understood of the New Jerusalem, mentioned in the Revelation, a spiritual city and temple, which shall be the future abode of the church; and all the nations, washed and sanctified, shall enter her gates and her courts with songs. God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

This glorious vision was evidently designed to raise the hopes of the captive jews, to excite in them a suitable contrition for sin, and reformation of manners. They should yet have a city and a temple, which though not equal to Solomon’s in outward splendour, should nevertheless be a type of the Messiah’s temple, and of the city of God. They rejoiced at the idea of restoration by Cyrus; but as it is usual with the prophets to make a transition to Christ, so here, Ezekiel describes equal portions for each of the twelve tribes, who never did and probably never will return. We must therefore speak of the evangelical Zion, which comprises the patriarchs, the prophets, the apostles, with the jewish and gentile converts of every age. Those who think that Solomon’s temple was principally kept in view by Ezekiel, greatly betray their ignorance of sacred literature. The numerous courts, each of which would hold a nation; the porticos, the gates, the chambers, the pillars, the fountain or river, the paradise of medicinal trees, &c., are altogether superior to any thing which the first temple could boast. Many of the rabbins are therefore anxious to refer Haggai’s words to Ezekiel’s temple. “The glory of this second house shall be greater than the glory of the former.” Hence also we are not to stop in the dark and troublesome age of Zerubbabel, but are to look for the illustration of this glorious temple and holy city in the twenty first and twenty second chapters of the Revelation, which are obviously a continuation of Ezekiel’s prophecy.

Here an objection may be made which seems unanswerable; that if this vision respect Christ’s kingdom, and if Christ be the end of the law, and has abolished carnal ordinances by his death on the cross, why is there throughout the whole vision a continual reference to the law, and in the forty fifth chapter a full ritual, not only of peace-offerings, but also of sin- offerings prescribed at large.

It is replied, as in the note on chap. 38., that the jews will be gathered when but partially converted. Consequently, in their earthly sanctuary, which was ever regarded as a figure of the heavenly, they will be indulged for a time in their offerings, as Moses has enjoined. But after they shall see the glory of the Lord, filling the mercy-seat in his spiritual Zion, as head of the church, the shadow shall give way to the substance, and they shall worship him in spirit and in truth, knowing him then to be one substance with the Father.—This satisfies my mind; and I do regard these nine chapters, with the two preseding ones, as full of glorious hope and comfort to the church.

Villaprandus, Capellus, Cornelius à Lipide, Polanus, Junius, Sanctius, and many others, have regarded them in the same view. Poole also, in his Synopsis of the critics, has selected eighty two folio pages from their works, with wood-cuts to illustrate the vision. In a word, this city and temple were not a model for the Jews to follow after their return from Babylon; nor yet for them to build after their recal from the present Roman dispersion; these works are too stupendous for mortals to achieve; it is a splendid view of the spiritual temple of Christ, which he fills with beauty and glory, reigning on the mercyseat, as in chap. 43. Nor ought it to escape observation, that if this be a spiritual temple, and the reign of Christ spiritual, though we may expect an inconceivable increase of grace in the church; yet we have no positive promise, nor any sufficient presumptive proof that our blessed Lord will personally reign a thousand years visibly among mortal men. A resurrection of the martyrs, and a spiritual reign of righteousness and peace, are the substance of all that is promised on that head.

Ezekiel 40:2. A very high mountain. Not mount Moriah, for that was only a thousand cubits square, but the wall of this temple extended five hundred reeds, or two thousand yards. A reed is twenty four feet. It was three thousand in the square of the area, or about five thousand four hundred feet on each side of the wall. So the rabbins calculate, hoping to see this temple built on earth. 

Ezekiel 40:3. Like the appearance of brass. This is of a bright vivid colour. The angel who spoke to Ezekiel in this vision, however great and glorious in himself, is far inferior to the Logos or Messiah who commissioned him, as in the first chapters.

Ezekiel 40:4. The man said unto me, Son of man. The angel or elder is stiled Ish; while Ezekiel is called Adam, having earth for his origin.

Ezekiel 40:5. Six cubits long, by the cubit and a hand-breadth. The prophet explains what sort of cubit he means in the following delineation of the temple, viz. such a one as consists of six hand-breadths, or one hand- breadth over the cubit, used in Chaldea. Therefore the reed was thirteen cubits long, or nearly so.

Ezekiel 40:11. The gate thirteen cubits. By the length of the gate Villaprandus understands the height, which he supposes to have been two reeds, or twelve cubits and a half high. But father Lamy explains the expression of the breadth of the walls on each side of the gate, which he supposes to be six cubits and a half.

Ezekiel 40:14. He made also posts of threescore cubits. The angel made a delineation of the height of the columns which were to support the stories or rooms over the arch of the gate, and these were sixty cubits in height.

Ezekiel 40:19. The inner court without, a hundred cubits. This compartment was surrounded with chambers, pillars, and a court. The court opened with a gate of thirteen cubits, as in Ezekiel 40:11.

Ezekiel 40:23. The gate of the inner court was over against the gate toward the north, and toward the east. This might be translated more plainly thus: The gate of the inner court was proportionable to the gate that was towards the north and towards the east.

Ezekiel 40:24. He brought me toward the south. This presented another view of the temple with courts, chambers, and gates, exactly like those on the north. The palm-trees (the dates) were upon the posts, or capitals of the columns, as before. These beautiful branches represented the flourishing state of the church, as in Psalms 92.

Ezekiel 40:32. The inner court toward the east. Here all the measurements are the same as the north and the south, but with this remarkable addition; eight large tables of hewn stone are placed two and two, outside the gate, on which were laid the instruments, with which they slew the burnt- offerings and the sacrifices.

Ezekiel 40:42. Four tables. Hebrews לעולה leâvalah, not burnt-offerings, but as one goeth up to the gates, a table was placed on each side, for peace- offerings as well as for burnt-offerings. This verse proves that Ezekiel contemplated the rebuilding of the temple, and the offering of all the ancient sacrifices of the law, as Moses had commanded. But being four times bigger than the scite of Solomon’s temple, he must surely have had in view the spiritual temple, as in Isaiah 2. and Micah 4. A temple for all the gentile world, in which legal sacrifices are not named, or according to Daniel, when the daily sacrifice should cease: Daniel 7:27. The measurements of the west are not described here, it being understood that they agreed with those of the other three; but the building on the west contained a new order of arrangements, as in the next chapter.

Ezekiel 40:46. The sons of Zadok. They were deemed the family which had the fairest claims to the sacred mitre and breastplate. Hence we see a continual reference to the Mosaic law of rituals, because these were figurative of the evangelical church, and of the heavenly glory. 

41 Chapter 41 

Verses 1-26
Ezekiel 41:1. He brought me to the temple—the tabernacle. See the note on 1 Samuel 3. We now enter on the measurements of the temple. The prophet begins at the centre, by describing the Holy of holies. See then, oh my soul, that thou also begin there.

Ezekiel 41:3. The door six cubits high, and its breadth seven cubits, or three cubits and a half for each leaf. Dr. Lightfoot quotes Kimchi as saying that the cubit by which the temple was measured was six hand-breadths.

Ezekiel 41:4. Twenty cubits were the length, and twenty the breadth of this most holy place, a figure of the sanctuary prepared above.

Ezekiel 41:6. The side-chambers were three stories high, as the English version intimates, and thirty in order; that is, three times ten; whereas the Hebrew text is thirty three times, which the rabbins confirm by the adduction of “eleven in each row.” They ascended by a circular staircase, as is the manner in all our towers. The Hebrews אתיק attick, a word now in use, and is applied here to the three chambers, though now confined to the third, or upper story.

Ezekiel 41:8. The height of the house, seen but not named. The thicker part of the wall at the foundation was one reed.

Ezekiel 41:13-15. A hundred cubits was the height; the length and the breadth were the same. The apostle John also has described the new Jerusalem as a perfect cube, a city of equal dimensions, lying foursquare. Revelation 21:16. 

42 Chapter 42 

Verses 1-20
Ezekiel 42:4. Before the chambers was a walk of ten cubits. This chapter describes the rows of chambers as a hundred cubits long, and an entrance of one cubit on each side, which make the way two cubits. These chambers were very numerous, in allusion to which our Saviour says, “In my Father’s house there are many mansions.” John 14:2.

Ezekiel 42:13-14. Chambers where the priests shall eat—and lay the most holy things. Here is the ordinary use of upper rooms; the princes also and the council occupied chambers; and the records were kept in the temple.

Ezekiel 42:16. Five hundred reeds. The reed was six cubits. The Hebrew text and Montanus are as the English; but the LXX read “cubits;” and the very learned Capellus has taken much pains to prove that the reading of the LXX is correct. My opinion is that the LXX, who very often take astonishing liberties with the original, were desirous to accommodate Ezekiel’s vision to their diminished temple. St. John, on the contrary, gives a very enlarged idea of the new Jerusalem and its temple; and it is not likely that this vision should diminish the size. Besides, the cuts in the Synopsis, and Dr. Lightfoot’s remarks, perfectly coincide with the Hebrew text. Hence the square circumference of the inner courts of this temple was twelve thousand cubits, or about a mile and a furlong in the square, while all the other apartments and wings were in proportion. 

43 Chapter 43 

Verses 1-27
Ezekiel 43:2. Behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east. In Ezekiel 10:18, we read that the glory had departed from the ancient temple. Here it returns at the east gate, which was the proper way to the sanctum sanctorum, or Holy of holies. The prophet had seen a similar vision at the river Chebar, as is intimated in the next verse; and now again he beholds the Messiah on the throne of his glory. This it is that gives a plenitude of joy to the church on earth; for what people have God so nigh unto them. The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. His name is Immanuel, God with us.

Those who plead for the personal reign of Christ a thousand years on earth during the millennium, lay great emphasis on this chapter; but their whole theory seems to have no positive promise on that head. It is enough if he reign in his spiritual temple, reward the martyrs with an earlier resurrection, and cause the age of righteousness to follow the ages of wickedness.

Ezekiel 43:5. So the Spirit took me up. Not Ish, as in Ezekiel 41:4. But Ruach, the Holy Spirit, as elsewhere in this book: Ezekiel 37:1. Here is then an Adorable Trinity, Messiah and his Spirit reviving the prophet.

Ezekiel 43:7. My holy name shall the house of Israel no more defile, neither they nor their kings by their whoredoms. The first temple was confessedly destroyed for these things; but here is a reference to the glory of the latter day, when the people shall be all righteous, and the sanctuary adorned with the beauties of holiness.

The carcases of their kings in their high places, the idols adored by the gentiles. The jews also had their monuments of dead men who had reigned, or been distinguished in antiquity; but it is probable that the allusion here is either to the bodies of Amon or Manasseh, who were not buried with their fathers, or to some idolatrous princes, who are here called kings, and who were interred near the high places of their idols. 

44 Chapter 44 

Verses 1-31
Ezekiel 44:5. Mark well, and behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears. Every thing seen in this vision of the temple, adumbrates celestial glory, and therefore demanded the most profound attention. The law was a shadow of good things to come.

REFLECTIONS.
The substance of this chapter is much the same as the twenty first and twenty second chapters of Leviticus, under which suitable reflections will be found. But here it is of consequence to note, that the way in which the glory entered was peculiarly holy. The people must not enter that way, lest they should defile it with their feet; and the priests, in many of their more sacred services, officiated barefoot. The prince or the priest alone might enter at that gate, after the proper purification of his person. This reminds us, that the Lord Jesus is entered into the heavens by a new and living way; and that we cannot follow him till we are first made kings and priests unto God his Father, to whom be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

The uncircumcised in heart, and the uncircumcised in flesh, were excluded from the temple of the Lord. This shows us that the unregenerate shall not see the kingdom of God; consequently every one desiring to enter heaven, must ascend by the regular steps of repentance, faith, and holiness. This is the only way in which sinful men can approach the holy God; and without holiness no one shall see the Lord.

The various precepts respecting the purifications and the dress of the priests, strikingly impress our minds with the great sanctity which God attaches to the ministry. The bodies of ministers must be preserved in sanctification and in honour. He who does the work and delivers the word of God, must habitually live the servant and friend of God. Nothing in his person, in his food, in his dress, or in his conduct, must revolt the faithful against the word and ordinances of the Lord. On the contrary, all about the priest must be inviting, and calculated to recommend religion by a cloud of virtues and engaging qualities. If religion do not make ministers holy and happy, what hope can remain for the people?

The prohibition of the priests from defiling themselves for the death of nephew, niece, cousin, or friend, marks also the great importance of the ministry. The service and the glory of God are not to be neglected for the casualties of life; the salvation and comfort of the saints, and the saving of souls from death, are of more importance than domestic concerns in their most serious crisis. Let God be magnified in his house, let the interests of religion be exalted, and let secular affairs be postponed to the hours of leisure and domestic retirement. What then will the Lord say to those ministers who neglect both their studies, and the most sacred duties of their profession, to attend the profane recreations of life? How will they appear among the shepherds and the poorest of the flock, when they have peculiarly piqued themselves on the life and manners of accomplished gentlemen! 

45 Chapter 45 

Verses 1-25
Ezekiel 45:18. Thou shalt take a young bullock without blemish, and cleanse the sanctuary. In the ancient tabernacle all the vessels were touched with blood, to purify and consecrate them to sacred purposes. In like manner Christ sanctifies his people, by washing them from their sins in his own blood.

REFLECTIONS.
The command to divide the land by lot, or into fair proportions on the return of the jews, differs materially from the division made by Joshua; and it is allowed that no such division was made, or even attempted, when the jews returned from Babylon. Consequently the visions here refer chiefly to happier times than Israel ever yet saw.

We find in the division of the country that a portion of the land was first reserved for the Lord. His temple required an ample space of ground, and his poor required support; and he ever lives their guardian and constant friend. If we expect the Lord’s blessing, we must pay him homage down to the widow’s mite. It is well therefore for men when they come to their inheritance to consecrate their fortune by a small offering to heaven in this way.

A portion was next reserved for the prince. Royalty which watches with a paternal eye for the public weal, should be amply supported in return. The king is the Lord’s minister; and next to a lot of land for the Lord’s house, his support is guaranteed in order, and prior to the provision for ministers of religion. His portion was adjacent to the capital, because he must reside contiguous to the court, and the bench of justice.

With regard to the various offerings here prescribed, though I do sincerely believe that these visions of the temple seen by Ezekiel were in figure the church of Christ throughout all ages, as the last chapters in the Revelation explain; yet as the jews are a part of that church, to whom a preference was once given, and as on their return they will not in general be converted, there is no doubt but this enlargement of the usual sacrifices will be offered to the Lord, till under the oppression of their foes they shall in some way, and probably as St. Paul in his way to Damascus, look on Him whom they have pierced: then the millennium, and the purest worship of God will commence. Hence I wonder much at certain ingenious writers, who think that the jews will make Ezekiel’s vision the model of their future city and temple. If the glory of the latter day is to consist in splendid architecture, I know not how the age of Solomon can be surpassed. The temple which he built was a work of perfection; yea, the tabernacle in Shiloh was adequate to express by shadows, the spiritual glory of the church. But the forty seventh chapter seems to bear the most evident marks of being figurative, and consequently, of being understood in a spiritual sense.

There can be no doubt but the city, the holy Jerusalem, which the apostle John saw in vision, is the same as that foretold by Ezekiel; but it certainly had no appearance of a terrestrial city. Every thing about it is heavenly and divine, such as was never seen on earth, and whose only builder and maker is God. Instead of being erected in the land of Palestine, it comes “down from God out of heaven,” having no temple, neither sun nor moon to shine in it; even the earth and the sea were passed away. The Lord God and the Lamb are the temple of it, and their glory is the light thereof. Every thing shows this city to have a celestial origin, being contrasted with all the productions of human art, and with whatever is known in the present world. It can be understood only of the heavenly state, or subordinately of the church on earth in its highest perfection in the latter day, as the prelude or anticipation of the heavenly glory. It is therefore agreeable to the analogy of faith to consider the predictions of the prophet as referring to a spiritual city and temple, in accordance with the rapturous visions of the holy apostle. Compare Revelation 21:22. with Ezekiel 47, 48. 

46 Chapter 46 

Verses 1-24
Ezekiel 46:21. In every corner of the court there was a court. The LXX read aule micra, a little court, which relieves the idea, by defining the nature of the courts. These courts were open to the heavens, having no roof.

REFLECTIONS.
The gate of the inner court being opened on the sabbath, shows the peculiar sanctity of that day as high and holy; and that it is of everlasting obligation till the heavenly sabbath shall commence. It is therefore lamentable that any modern christians who pretend to have the highest veneration for the bible, should in so gross a manner despise the glory of the day. They may by their profanations provoke the Lord to exclude them from his heavenly rest.

The sabbath is not only holy, but all ranks of men are bound to attend religious worship on that day. The prince is here named in particular, as required to set a high example of decency and devotion before his people. The poor cannot be less obliged to the duty; for religion is their peculiar support and comfort. When the French infidels abolished the sabbath, Mons. Neckar remarked, that the poor were peculiarly called upon to support the sanctity of the day, as the pressure of circumstances would soon compel them to labour seven days in the week as hard as they now do the six. This thought is strikingly just, yet the salvation of the soul ought to be a weightier argument with conscientious men.

We learn from this and the preseding chapters, that men are not only obliged to attend religious worship, but also to support it in an adequate way. A grand scale of obligations is here prescribed, as becoming the courts and worship of the Lord. Here the poor as well as the rich must contribute; and though the levitical law often allowed of doves instead of beasts for the poor, the spirit in which the poor man offered his gift, rendered it as pleasing to God as a hundred bulls of a prince.

In the house of God, strict attention is paid to the work and duty of servants; for the temporal food of the church was in their hands. The Lord therefore expects diligence and fidelity in the humblest ministers of his house: and who can tell but they may he among the first of servants in the life to come. In the outward court were four ranges of boilers, placed in the four corners. Thus in one part of the house was food for the body, and in another food for the soul. In this point of view, heaven shall greatly exceed earth, for there we shall not need the bread that perisheth. He that eateth of the tree of life shall live for ever. In thy presence is fullness of joy, and at thy right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

47 Chapter 47 

Verses 1-23
Ezekiel 47:16. Hamath, a city commanding the passage of mount Lebanon, and the north-west boundary of the Israelites. 1 Chronicles 13:5.

REFLECTIONS.
The jews rejoiced more when they poured water on the sacrifices, than when they poured wine; because water designated the Holy Spirit in all his plenitude of grace. We now come to the richer sources of the sanctuary of God, to sources of glory and beauty to the saints, and of life and verdure to the barrenest parts of the earth. The sanctuary and city of the jews, with the division of their land, is here taken both literally and spiritually; and spiritually we must take this fountain, though it is sincerely believed that God will work many marvellous changes in nature for the good of man in the glory of the latter day. There was however no such river opened when Ezra presided over the people, and no gentile had then a lot among the Israelites, as in Ezekiel 47:22. Ezra expelled the sons of the priests, because they could not prove their legitimate descent: Ezra 2:62; Ezra 2:64. Our Saviour seems most evidently to allude to those waters when he says, that a river of living water should flow from the belly of every believer. John 7:38-39. Every believer is the temple of the living God, and grace opens the fountain of life in his soul. Our Saviour likewise assured the woman of Samaria that he could give her living water. John 4:10.

We may here remark, that this river proceeded from the foundation of the house; it burst out at the threshold, and also at the sides, and circumscribed the altar as an island. St. John also was shown the river of the water of life, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. Here the Holy Spirit, in all the manifold operations of justifying and sanctifying grace, is shadowed forth, as already remarked concerning the river which maketh glad the city of God; to which the reader is referred in the note on Psalms 46:4.

This river marvellously encreased. Ezekiel was directed to ford it at regular distances. First, it reached to the ancles; secondly, to the knees; thirdly, to the middle; but when he had reached about a mile and a quarter from the threshold of the temple, the river was no longer fordable: he could swim in the abundant waters. This assuredly marks the rich and overflowing grace which God designs to shed down on the earth in the gospel age, and in the glory of the latter day; and it apprizes believers that they should not remain in a loitering state, trampling the shallow waters of grace; but go on to a deeper baptism of the spirit, till they can swim in the abounding streams of grace. The soul groaning after purity and perfection longs to be filled with the Spirit; yea, “plunged in the Godhead’s deepest sea, and lost in thine immensity.”

This river flowed with a constant as well as an encreasing stream. Zechariah remarks, that it was alike in summer and winter: Zechariah 14:8. The heavenly Zion is as the fountain of the whole earth: it is not subject to periodical droughts and rains, as natural rivers are, but flows with a stream constant as the Father’s love, and copious as redeeming grace. Hence they that are planted in the house of the Lord, shall flourish in the courts of our God: they shall grow and not wither, they shall bring forth fruit in old age.

The virtues of these waters counteracted the bituminous qualities of the sea of Sodom, called the dead sea, because the waters killed the fish. It is not improbable, but some natural changes will take place in the glory of the latter day. When the wickedness of man shall diminish, it is not an improbable conjecture that God will diminish the afflictions of man, will remove many impediments of agriculture, cause the earth to bring forth her full encrease, and make the desert as the garden of the Lord. But of the spiritual waters we ought to speak with more decision. They heal, when flowing with a full torrent, all the bitter waters of the human heart, which are fostered, like Sodom, with pride, idleness, and fulness of bread. They shed a vivifying influence on all around, and make the barrenest heart as the Eden of the Lord. Zechariah on this subject, has enlarged on Ezekiel. He saw the living waters not only flow towards Sodom, but another stream taking a western course to the Mediterranean sea: most happy image of the glorious gospel of the blessed God, going forth in every direction, and richly accompanied with the sanctifying graces of the Holy Spirit, that all nations might be healed of discord, wickedness, and war. This is surely the fountain of life opened from above, and chasing darkness, death and the curse, far away from the earth for a thousand sabbatic years.

These healing and vivifying waters communicated perpetual fertility to an infinitude of trees, which adorned both the shores. As a month is the usual season of any kind of ripe fruits, so these trees, having their nature rëanimated, were always budding, blooming, and bearing fruit. No hungry man could come seeking fruit, and finding none. Christ is indeed this tree of life, growing on either side of the river, and also in the city of God. By his leaves, or the adorning of his virtues, our concupiscence is healed; and by the fruit of his redeeming love, our souls are nourished with the health of eternal life. Happy is the age, happy the heart which shall see this paradise opened from above. 

48 Chapter 48 

Verses 1-35

REFLECTIONS.—In the forty fifth chapter, the prophet had begun to describe the division of the land, but being attracted by the astonishing waters of the river of life, he digressed to describe their healing virtues, and the course they took towards the east. In the two verses preseding this chapter he resumes the subject.

We may here remark, that the mode of dividing the country is very dissimilar from that made by Joshua, for here we find that strangers are allowed an inheritance with the jews; a clear intimation that the wall of partition, which once divided the court of the gentiles from the court of Israel, is done away in Christ.

The twelve tribes received a portion each; nor is there any thing said, as Moses enjoined, that the more populous tribes should receive a larger proportion. The land seems to be divided into equal lots, as St. John has represented twelve thousand sealed from each tribe. Revelation 7. But it may be said, are not many of the tribes nearly extinct? True, yet the division of the land, and the sealing of twelve thousand in each tribe, are no doubt designed to exhibit the church of Christ as a perfect body: for if the jews be broken off by unbelief, God can ingraft the gentiles on the stock. Let us therefore fear, a promise being left us, lest any of us should seem to come short of it. Let us so run that we may obtain; and in the hour of temptation hearken to that voice, saying “Let no man take thy crown.” If the haughty refuse that supper, which the Lord hath provided, he will fill his palace with the halt and the blind.

The priests had their lot near the sanctuary, and the levites had theirs in the centre of the tribes, that they might be ready for the service of God, and for the instruction of the people. Hence, the Lord hawing made the priests his first care, expects that they should make the souls of the people their sole concern, and he will require it of them in the day of account.

The tribes were arranged in an order rather different from the old arrangement. Dan had his lot in a corner; his former lot was in the southwest. Judah and Benjamin as usual, surrounded the city of the Lord.

The city itself was ample and glorious. Each side was four thousand five hundred measures or reeds, making a square circumference of eighteen thousand measures, or about nine of our miles from gate to gate, and thirty six thousand miles in circumference, larger than the whole land of Canaan, a presumptive proof that a material city is not intended, but a spiritual one, even the city of the living God. The unbelief of the jews in our Lord’s time was fostered by a literal interpretation of the prophecies, which under splendid figures taken from earthly scenes shadowed forth that superior and spiritual empire which he came to establish; and their carnal hopes and prospects of temporal dominion and glory led to the rejection of the true Messiah, the nature of whose kingdom they were unable to comprehend. Nor is it much less delusive to expect a literal fulfilment of the predictions we have been contemplating, which would in effect be going back to that shadowy dispensation which the gospel is intended to supersede, instead of advancing to that brighter and more spiritual glory to be revealed in the latter day, and would, instead of converting jews to christianity, bring back the christian church to a state of judaism.

The name of the city, JEHOVAH Shammah, the Lord is there, was honourable above all the cities of the earth. When that is the case we may sing with angels, the tabernacles of God are with men, and he will dwell with them for ever. This Zion, which, however inapplicable to an earthly city, is God’s habitation; and she shall not be forgotten nor confounded, world without end.—May the Lord pardon all my errors, and excuse all my ignorance in reviewing these prophecies; and may he in due time give us clearer light concerning the mystery of his counsel and love. Amen. 

